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What do we know about students from foster care?






It is estimated that approximately 20,000 young people transition out of foster care
annually when they turn 18 (Casey Family Programs, 2010).
Research suggests that only 7-13% enroll in post-secondary institutions (Casey
Family Programs, 2010).
Approximately 43% of foster care alumni completed some type of post-secondary
education, but only about ½ of those completed a certificate or degree (National
Working Group on Foster Care in Education, 2008).
It is estimated that only 2% of students from foster care earn Bachelor’s Degrees,
compared to 24% of the population overall (Casey Family Programs, 2010).

What traits or issues might they bring to the post-secondary environment?










Varying degrees of personal psychological trauma
Unstable living situations throughout childhood or adolescence
First-generation status
Possible racial or ethnic minority status
Inadequate secondary education preparation due to frequent moves
Economic hardship
Lack of family support
Long term connections to state institutions, court system
Possible reluctance to identify or to access services

What challenges await them in the post-secondary environment?








Lack of experience with college expectations and processes
No parent to guide them through the enrollment, housing, or financial aid process
Deficits in academic preparation and independent living skills
Financial difficulties – no family “safety net”
Lack of housing during long holidays and breaks
Need for work
Minimal career planning and/or few career role models

What support is available?




Varies from state to state – may include tuition assistance, independent living funds,
and/or a structured support system
Varies from college to college, and may be tied to state support programs
Mentoring programs may be available through state or local agencies

How can my institution start to address the needs of students from foster care?


Are you able to identify students from foster care who are attending your institution?



Can you develop relationships with the local or state organizations that work with
youth from foster care?



Who can inform you about the financial support that might be available to these
students? Who on your campus needs to know about these programs?



What academic and personal support systems might already be available on your
campus?



Are there foster care advocates already working at your institution?



Do you have existing “umbrella” programs that might be accessed by students from
foster care?



Will the students utilize the support offered to them? When and where can this
support be offered?
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