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Selected Engaged Learning Projects in Dignitas 
(First-Year Program) 2008-2009

Fundraising partnership with senior nursing students for the Holy Family Sisters of the Needy (Nigeria)
· Raising money, learning from Nigerian Sister why this home is necessary (pregnant girls are shunned by society and sometimes disowned by their families)  

Charity fundraising through letters to businesses, muffin sales, door-to-door solicitation, a change box at the coffee bar, and a mini-carnival 
· Raised $1,044.50; the class decided how they wanted the money used ($830 to Heifer International and the remainder to Food for the Poor)

"Loose change" drive for the Duluth Food Shelf, raising $340.  

Student-generated and produced Disability Awareness Day
· Power point presentations
· Information table 
· included poster presentations, pamphlets, representatives from disability services
· Student panel discussion
· Music slide show 
· Student created t-shirts 
· Students-solicited donations of door prizes and refreshments 

Student-created murals, on and off campus
 
Field trip to Eveleth Taconite Mine 
· Preceded by reading Class Action (the story of a sexual harassment lawsuit against the mine)
· Followed by discussions of
· Mining processes
· Workplace culture at the mines
· Economics of mining in Northern Minnesota
· Workplace harassment

Field trip to local “graffiti graveyard” 
· “Art crimes”
· Ethics of representation
· Who speaks for whom?
· Public/private art

Partnerships with Animal Allies to care for animals at the shelter

Simulations (minoria/majoria) to teach about ethics of “helping”

Volunteering one afternoon a week for two hours reading at Grant School—just  about 1000 hours of total volunteer time (one class clocked these 1000 hours).  
· The same students “stormed the dorms for change” to raise money for Christmas gifts for kids at Grant.  (The economy is so bad that the money was used to purchase socks and underwear instead of toys.)

Locally created Global Awareness Program World Tour 
· Post-tour, students created videos about children’s social justice issues (child trafficking, child soldiers, etc.) 

Weekend camping trip along the St. Louis River.

Monthly dinners at one faculty’s home.  Students
· Planned menu
· Shopped locally
· Prepared the food
· Shared conversation on food-related articles
· Cleaned up afterwards

Food drive for CHUMS (Churches United in Ministry)  
· Delivered food in person
· Toured food shelf and emergency shelter

Class crest designed each year by one of the sections; crest is printed on T-shirts and distributed to the entire Dignitas class (about 500 students)

Poster session on “Diversity and Dignity” presenting the results of student research on campus diversity issues.

“Art of Recycling” class art show, featuring beautiful, strange, and/or useful items made from recycled materials.  Program encouraged “Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.”

Sponsorship of  yearly speaker or performer (generally handled by Hip-Hop and/or Rock & Roll class
· Daniel Quinn (in conjunction with Ishmael as common text
· Brother Ali (albino Muslim hip hop artist)
· Charlie Parr and Alan Sparhawk (discussions of music and dignity)
· Dessa (feminist hip hop artist and performance artist

Thanksgiving in the Spring (free meal sponsored by Dignitas program); students are responsible for fundraising, transportation arrangements, promotion, programming, food preparation, meal serving, and cleanup.
