Elon University’s First Year Seminar Program
Elon 101 – strongly recommended that all first year students enroll in the course (NOT required, but approximately 99% of all students do enroll) = 87 sections this last year with 14-15 students per section.  The faculty/staff person is the academic advisor until the student declares a major.
Taught by faculty or staff (about 2/3 faculty, 1/3 staff) – can continue to teach as long as the individual wants to, and evaluations (completed by students when they declare their major; generally by second semester sophomore year) are acceptable.  Some faculty/staff have taught for 20+ years, others teach a year or two, and then take some time off.
This course is NOT part of the teaching load of faculty; at Elon we are on a 4 credit hour system, this course does carry 1 credit for the students.  Faculty teach 24 hours, with a Winter term class (maximum hours during winter term is 4).  Faculty could teach 3-0-3; 2-1-3; 3-1-2 based on preference and course scheduling.

Course budget ($60 or $150 for themed sections); Office of Student Life pays for dinner for the group (up to $65) the first Monday night on campus.  Faculty receive stipend of $1000 (no matter the longevity) and student TAs receive $100.

Course is meant to be an “extended orientation program” to the university and resources available (career center, health center, library, Academic Advising; diversity training, Greek life; campus recreation, etc).  Elon 101 is NOT academic in nature, although the Common Reader is encouraged to be included in the course discussion.  The ONLY required element is the section on the Honor Code (HOW it is taught is up to the individual instructor).  
Course is co-facilitated by the faculty/staff and an undergraduate (some sections have 2 student leaders, in that case, the students “split” the stipend).
Elon 101 is only taught the first semester of the first year, is graded on Pass/Fail basis.  Criteria for passing are up to the instructor.  Most sections are taught once/week for 50 minutes the entire semester; some are taught 2x/week for 50 minutes for the first ½ of the semester.
There are “themed sections” and the “standard sections”.  Examples of themed sections:  
Discovering Pre-Law at Elon
Challenge Course and Experiential Learning
Exploring the Health Professions
Catholic at College
Sports & Recreation
Environmental Issues and Sustainability

My Decision
Discovering the Healthy U

Think Globally/Act Locally
Diversity Matters

Course description of the standard section of Elon 101
This advising/extended orientation course is co-taught by an academic advisor and a student assistant. This one-hour class meets informally once a week throughout the fall term and covers a broad range of topics designed to ease the transition from high school to college. Depending on the needs and interests of the class, topics may include study styles, the ups and downs of roommates, academic honor code and campus involvement. All Elon 101 courses, standard or themed, are co-taught and provide preregistration advising for winter and spring term course selection.  Multiple standard sections of Elon 101 are available.  Interested students should indicate this section on their Course Request Form.

Course description of the Challenge Course and Experiential Learning section of Elon 101
This thematically designed section of Elon 101 addresses the same advising/orientation issues as standard sections. Additionally, it incorporates the philosophy and activities of challenge course and Project Adventure or Outward Bound education. Inherent in this philosophy is “challenge by choice” and “full value contract,” where the members of the group become a community, work on problems together and learn how to be a member of a highly functioning team. Activities to accomplish this objective are hands-on and experiential.  Meeting twice weekly for the first half of the fall term, students will participate in both in-class and required out-of-class activities that may include, but not be limited to, camping trip(s), challenges courses(s) and other experiential programs. Grades given in this course are “Satisfactory” or “Unsatisfactory.  Enrollment is limited to the first 15 students who indicate this section their Course Request Form.

Student TA’s have training sessions; there is an advisor board made up of students who have TA’ed the course

Faculty/staff who have taught the class are involved as an Advisory Board – learning outcomes were discussed and are being finalized

BlackBoard site – resources available to all, provided by Elon 101 faculty 

First year Elon 101 faculty have day long training seminar just before Planning Week in August; then a 2 hour session during Planning Week for all faculty/staff to discuss ideas/etc

