Florida International University

Summer B Program

Advisor Training
I.  
The Program

The Summer B Program is designed to meet the needs of students who are admitted for the Summer B term, because either their high school GPA and/or their SAT/ACT scores did not meet the minimum standard for Fall Term admission. Students admitted to the Summer B Program may, or may not, have College Preparatory (CP) requirements.

Summer B program is an opportunity for the students and as such it is not as flexible and is more restrictive than the Fall Orientations.  Course selection is based on students’ abilities and our expertise.  While some Summer B students will be required to complete college preparatory courses during the summer, many students will select courses that will include a combination of writing, reading, quantitative reasoning, social inquiry, art, and the First Year Experience course. 

Historically, it used to be called Super Summer and we had smaller number of admitted students.  As it grew and the SAT/ACT scores went up, we changed it to Summer B since these students still do not meet the Fall Profile.  It is not our job to tell the students what the requirements for acceptance are for the fall, because it is based on different factors.  Research has shown that unprepared freshmen need structure, guidance, support and motivation.

Summer B students will select their courses from those specific courses that we have reserved for them.  They are expected to comply with the general guidelines outlined below. 

· Attend one of the Summer B “Panther Preview” Orientation programs.

· Complete a total of 7 credits, which will include the one credit First Year Experience course.

· Take the review courses as appropriate.

([Maintain a GPA of at least a 2.0 (“C” average) or be placed on academic warning for the fall semester.]

II.  
The Students  

The Summer B students are no different from those who are admitted in the fall – they have held 3.8+ GPAs throughout their FIU careers. WE KNOW that these students have the same potential as those students admitted for the fall term.

2 Main Groups of Students:

1. Majority of Students

( May look like Fall term students (GPAs, etc.) but have weaker SAT/ACT scores.

( May be enrolled in REVIEW summer-only courses

( They do not have remedial needs

2.  College Prep Students

( SAT scores < 440 or ACT scores < 17/18/19

( May be enrolling in MDC/BCC courses

( These students will be working specifically with Elizabeth
III.
 The Courses 


Students are REQUIRED to participate in Summer B and take courses designated for them – if not, they will be administratively dropped out of inappropriate courses.

One of the main differences from the Summer B Orientations and the Fall Orientations is that the Summer B students have fewer choices in regard to which courses to select from. During the Fall Orientation programs the students have more flexibility with choosing courses that are appropriate for them from the yellow UCC sheet.  Summer B students will choose their courses from a list of specific courses, based on their test scores and majors.
Students will enroll in a total of (7) credits.

Designated Courses:
1. SLS 1501, First Year Experience (1 credit)

2. ENC 1930, Essay Writing or ENC 1101, Writing & Rhetoric I (3 credits each)

3. MAT 1996, Pre-College Algebra or MGF 1996, Pre-Finite Math (3 credits each)

4. PSY 2012, Intro. to Psychology or SYG 2000, Intro to Sociology (3 credits)

5. MUH 1011, Music Appreciation, MUH 2116, Evolution of Jazz, SPC 2600, Public Speaking or THE 2000, Theater Appreciation (3 credits each)

ENC 1930, Essay Writing is a review course (non-remedial) that will help students strengthen their writing skills to prepare them for ENC 1101 (Writing & Rhetoric I).  It’s a course in writing short descriptive, analytic, and argumentative essays.  Fulfills elective credits, but does not fulfill UCC requirement.

*MAT 1996, Pre-College Algebra is a review course (non-remedial) that will prepare students for MAC 1105 (College Algebra) – depends on students’ majors. Those students who enroll in the MAT 1996 tend to be more successful w/ College Algebra because they are prepared.  Fulfills elective credits, but does not fulfill UCC requirement.

*MGF 1996, Pre-Finite Math is a review course (non-remedial) that will prepare students for MGF 1106 (Finite Math) – depends on students majors.  Fulfills elective credits, but does not fulfill UCC requirement.

* Review courses that are offered during Summer B term only.

To figure out which courses are appropriate for the students, we’ve grouped them into (4) different quadrants (BASED ON SAT/ACT SCORES): 1) High Verbal, High Quantitative; 2) High Verbal, Low Quantitative; 3) Low Verbal, High Quantitative; and 4) Low Verbal, Low Quantitative.  For example, you might be working in a room that has a group of students who have a High Verbal, Low Quantitative. Since they have a high verbal score, they would enroll in the ENC 1101, a Social Inquiry course/Art course, and First Year Experience course. In regard to their math course, it would depend on their majors. If they do not need College Algebra, then MGF 1996 (Pre-College Algebra) would be appropriate. If they do need College Algebra – Business, Engineering, Sciences Majors – the MAT 1996 (Pre-Finite Math) would be appropriate.

IV.
Registration

It is essential that the students who need to take the review courses register for those review courses.  This is NOT an option…that is why they are here in the summer.  The Math and English departments have required that students with certain test scores take the review courses.  

The majority of the students will be taking courses from the FIGs schedule.  We need to encourage students to register for a FIG, when appropriate.  
Registration for the FIGs course will take place in the computer labs with some peer advisors and the assistance of the FIG Coordinator.  Students will officially be registered in PantherSoft for the FIGs courses a couple of days after the Orientation session.  Please remind students that if they have any holds, they will not be registered for the FIGs courses.
Once you have completed your second day of advising, go to the computer labs to assist students with their registration by answering questions.

Always remain calm and positive!
