Figure 1: Questions about discernment on the Fall 2015
Messina Student Survey

Loyola University Maryland: An Experience Grounded in Core Values
As a Jesuit institution, your experience at Loyola will be grounded in these ten core Ignatian values:






Academic Excellence
Integrity and Honesty
Community
Service
Discernment







Focus on the Whole Person
Diversity
Justice
Leadership
Constant Challenge to Improve

While you may be unfamiliar with these ten areas, over the course of your next four years at Loyola you will
have opportunities both within and outside the classroom to learn about, experience, and live these values.
As you begin to embark on this new experience, taking a moment to look inward and reflect about your
talents, the things that bring you joy, and what you personally value is an important first step.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Messina: Outcomes for this Experience
Your experience in Messina is designed to instill the intellectual curiosity and self-knowledge necessary for a
successful start to your Loyola education. As a result of participation in Messina, you will show progress to a
deeper and fuller understanding of the interconnections unique and essential to a Jesuit Education in a
contemporary world. Below are the specific Learning Outcomes of Messina that you can expect to
experience and engage with during your seminar class and enrichment sessions over the course of this year.
Successful attainment of the following outcomes is not only the aim of the Messina but it is the shared
responsibility of all – faculty, administrators, peer leaders, and students.
Jesuit Mission and Values
 Develop habits of discernment and reflection in the Ignatian tradition.
 Explore and articulate values and principles involved in their personal decision-making.
Critical Understanding
 Develop habits of reading, writing and intellectual conversation that support academic excellence and
engagement.
 Demonstrate increased knowledge and use of campus resources that aid critical thinking.
Connections to Loyola Community
 Establish healthy, mutually beneficial and respectful relationships with others including faculty,
administrators, staff and peers.
 Demonstrate a sense of belonging to the community at Loyola University both in and out of the classroom.
Integrated Learning
 Integrate multiple sources of knowledge gained through various disciplinary lenses, texts, instruction, out of
class experiences and personal reflection to offer a perspective on the interdisciplinary theme of the
community.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------On the opposite side of this page we would ask you to take a few minutes to think about and respond to the
following questions. This paper will be collected back at the end of this session to provide your Messina
faculty, mentor, and Evergreen an opportunity to better understand who you are early on in the semester.
You may find that as a class or as an individual you will be asked to reflect on these areas at future points
during the year. As you begin, please legibly print your responses- thanks!

Please legibly print your responses- thanks!
Full Name:
Preferred Name:
Messina Class (your mentor or
Evergreen will give you this info):
Messina Theme (your mentor or
Evergreen will give you this info):
What pronouns do you use?
(ex. she, her, hers)
One word you would use to describe yourself is:

Where and/or in what do you find joy?

What are some things that you are good at doing? What do you like to do?

What is one thing you value? How did you come to value this?

Up to this point in your education, what has been your favorite academic subject?
Why has this been a favorite area of yours?

What are two personal goals you have for yourself this year?

