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About St. Edwards
§ Private Catholic University
§ Holy Cross
§ Freshman class of 815
§ In Austin, TX

The Common Text Program at SEU
§ History of our program
§ The 2013 Common Text- Half the Sky
§ The Big Question- Can we do more with the Common Text beyond the first year and
use this as opportunity to foster global understanding in our student body?
§ The First Step- the 2014 Trip tied to the Common Text

First Step: Half the Sky and BRAC
Common Text: Half the Sky
Common Theme: Expanding
Human Rights
BRAC was chosen for the Study
Abroad Trip because it was
featured in the text as well as
having a visitor's program as part
of their organizational structure.

What is BRAC?
BRAC welcomes visitors from around the world to experience firsthand its wide range of actions and
innovations that continues to improve the condition of the marginalised people. BRAC’s visitors unit is
dedicated to support the national & international government officials, donor agencies, prospective
partners, academia and individual practitioners in facilitating their visit. The unit aims to provide ample
opportunity to observe BRAC’s micro level field activities as well as share views and thoughts with
BRAC practitioners. Visiting experiences are customised according to the visitors’ interest and field of
work to ensure the highest convenience in learning.

Timeline for Project
Academic Side

Study Abroad Side

§ Summer before freshman year- students
assigned the Common Text

§ Summer- trip location and partner
institution was decided

§ Fall semester- students used the text in
courses

§ Fall semester- Advertisement and
recruitment for the trip

§ Spring Semester- students who
registered for the trip took a course to
prepare

§ Spring Semester- Orientations and trip
preparations

§ Summer Semester- Students traveled
abroad/ completed assignments for the
course grade.

§ Summer travel abroad with group

Student Learning Outcomes
Course Objectives
•
•
•
•

Learn the terminology necessary for an informed discussion of literature
Develop analytical reading and writing skills relevant to the study of literature
Examine a body of literature to trace shifts in how we understand gender
Set goals for our trip abroad and reflect upon our experiences afterwards

Women Writers in the Developing World: Course Description
In this course we will study a number of different genres as we explore how women have used
literature to agitate for political and cultural change. We will read novels, short stories, memoirs,
and narrative non-fiction, thinking about the strategies used by these authors as they re-write
the past and intervene in ongoing debates in their nations. Although we will be focusing on
texts by women writers, the larger goal of the course is to refine your skills for reading and
thinking about literature of all kinds.
By focusing on literature by South Asian women writers, we will also prepare for our trip to
Bangladesh and Istanbul. In addition, we will work together to discover what we need to
research before we go and help each other set goals about what we want to learn while we are
abroad.

Excerpt from Student’s Final Project
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8sNQ0RQvwM&list=PLKCz4sZripIv1N90PzMycg8wKdKQHZIs&index=9
Ana Avalos, class 2017

Excerpts from Student’s Final Reflection
§ “I had to admit to myself that this whole time I had been observing everything
through a lens clouded by my own preconceived ideas about what I expected
this country to be. When I thought about Bangladesh, I thought poor, dirty, third
world, and I forgot about the educated. I forgot about the doctors, lawyers,
engineers, the college kids, the movie stars…”

§ “There were powerful agents of change within the country. I had to shamefully
admit to myself that I was wrong to believe Bangladesh is a country defined by
its poverty.”
Andrea Ojeda, Class of 2017

How do we make this learning experience deeper?
§ Continuing the on campus discussion of the trip and what the students learned abroad
§ Using a junior-level course to re-explore the theme and delve deeper into the issues
the trip raised
§ Planning a study abroad trip that travels with the same theme, but to a different
location in the junior year
§ Having students select a Capstone project that involves the theme and revisits the
learning started in the Freshman year.
§ Having on campus discussions/displays/articles about the program to foster discussion
of the issues, BRAC’s work, and Bangladesh.

Triumphs and Tribulations
Triumphs
Students loved the experience and all students except
one were retained by the university
All of the remaining students are studying abroad again
or applying for scholarships to study abroad.
The students are being featured in the university
magazine.
Tribulations
Bangladesh is not an easy place to travel, but we had a large number of applications and travelers.
This was not a trip for the faint of heart

Next Step- 2015 Program
The 2015 Common Text was selected: Brain on Fire
The trip was designed to be a tour of London with emphasis on mental
health- trips to Bethlem, Freud's House, the Florence Nightingale
Museum, and other locations.
A call for faculty members went out and two classes were selected: a
Psychology class and a General Education literature course.
40 Students enrolled for the trip. Two students from the Bangladesh
trip will serve as TA’s.

2016 Program
§ Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
§ Planning begun by many departments on campus
§ Ideas for the common text trip 2016
§
§
§
§

Comparative Justice Systems
Sweden (as mentioned in the text)
Possibility of two locations and having the team compare their experiences
Courses being considered from multiple departments
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