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 What made you believe you could succeed 

in college?

 What learning tools did you have to help 

you succeed in college?



“Developmental education is the integration of 

academic courses and support services guided 

by the principles of adult learning and 

development” (Boylan, 2002)



 Feldman and Zimbler (2012) study:

 34% of  all new entering college students

needed at least one developmental course

 Instructors report that developmental 

education students lack the motivation to 

succeed 



 Personalized Instruction: give feedback

 Modules: the curriculum in smaller chunks

 Scalability: college credit and focus on  
achievement levels to complete to motivate

 Use Data-Driven, Evidence-Based Best 
Practices

(Feldman and Zimbler, 2012) 



 High school grade point average

 SAT writing and math scores

 Placement Tests



 Writing and Math

 3 credit course – meets 3 hours a week

 Hybrid model – blended learning

 Address the skill deficiencies of  students 

through technology and provide scaffolding 

experiences (Bowen, 2012)



 Walker and Jorn (2009) study

- Students want to use technology but also 

want to retain face-to-face instruction and 

interaction with professors

Smart and Cappel (2006) study

Students more positive about being 

engaged for shorter exercises and simulations



 1) Grammar and Practice: Adaptation Software
▪ Pre-Diagnostic

▪ Progress monitored by instructor four times during the semester



Brophy (2010) – replace letter and number 

grades to increase academic confidence



 2) Writing and Feedback Opportunity

 work on brainstorming, writing, correcting 

grammar in context, and feedback



 Offer two developmental math courses:

 Conceptual Understanding of  Statistics

 Basic Algebra of  Finite Math



 Introduced and practice new concepts and 

build math skills using the Hawk’s Learning 

System 



 In class, apply the statistics concept and 

work in groups on projects

 Limited lecture presentations, online 

activities, and cooperative learning group 

work can help students become engaged in 

their coursework (Shesky, 2010)



 Adaptable Programs



 Triangulate Data from the Course

 Course Grade 

 Pre-Post Diagnostic

 Accuplacer Score ( use as pre and post )
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 The value of  technology in the course work 

depends on how it is used

(Wenglinksy, 2005)



Computer Classroom
20 workstations

Paperless



 Schunk (1991) and Jarvela (2001) 

Students who follow or model  the progress of  

other students may raise their self-beliefs



 Classroom Management System helps 

increase the academic confidence of  our 

students



 Overview of  the Evolution of  the lab

 Encourage meaningful and motivational 

experiences with the content, peers, and 

instructors (Garrison & Kanuka, 2004)



 iPad lab



 Undergraduate 

Seminar – Common 

Reading



 Undergraduate 

Seminar – Common 

Reading



 Developmental English
Lesson: Vocabulary

Incorporated 
Technology

Engagement

Used in Writing



 Future of the iPad 

Future of the AIC
iPad lab

• Pilot Courses
Finite Math

Statistics
Pre-statistics

Developmental English

• Individual Skill
Building

 lab at American 
 International
 College



 Future of  the AIC

iPad lab . . .

 Faculty Training 

“What is an iPad?”

 Retention and Advising Initiative

Workshops for spring semester freshman

and transfer students



Applications we are working with currently:

ShowMe – Virtual office hours and 

instructional videos

KeyNotes – for Presentations

Popplet – Organizer for thoughts/brainstorm

ADD an app from Nunzio here



 In this case ….

Words do speak louder 

(at least on the assessment)



 In my opoion I feel like it is more valuable 

for people to be themselves and be unique 

and different than try to fit in with everyone 

else when you being yourself.

 A person that has a strong influence on me 

is my mother. She has affected the way I 

think and carry myself  when I’m out in the 

world.





“The task of the 

modern educator is 

not to cut down 

jungles, but to irrigate 

deserts”



 Questions?

 Contact

 Susan Petrucelli – susan.petrucelli@aic.edu

 Dr. Carol  Sitterly – carol.sitterly@aic.edu
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