Lit Circle Notes: Introduction

Freshman Seminar COR 1203

     A Hope in the Unseen by Ron Suskind
Group Members: 

1. ​​​​​​​​​​​______________________________

2. ______________________________

3. ______________________________

4. ______________________________

5. ______________________________

Assessment:

You will be assessed according to:

· the quality of your contributions to your literature circle discussion

· the extent to which you keep up with your responsibilities to your group

· the quality of your ideas on your Lit Circle Notes

· the quality of your group’s discussion

Assignments:


Your group must:

· Rotate the assigned roles so that someone has a different responsibility during each Lit Circle class session (5 total)

· Submit assigned handouts

· Hold each member accountable for work, contributions to discussions, and respectful participation.



Freshman Seminar COR 1203

     A Hope in the Unseen by Ron Suskind
Lit Circle Meeting # 1:  Date: _______     Read Pages: ____________
Discussion Director: _____________________________ 

Summarizer: ___________________________________ 

Illuminator: ____________________________________

Connector: _____________________________________

Illustrator: _____________________________________

Lit Circle Meeting # 2:   Date: _______     Read Pages: _________
Discussion Director: _____________________________ 

Summarizer: ___________________________________ 

Illuminator: ____________________________________

Connector: _____________________________________

Illustrator: _____________________________________

Lit Circle Meeting # 3:   Date: ________     Read Pages: _________
Discussion Director: _____________________________ 

Summarizer: ___________________________________ 

Illuminator: ____________________________________

Connector: _____________________________________

Illustrator: _____________________________________

Lit Circle Meeting # 4:   Date: _________     Read Pages: ________
Discussion Director: _____________________________ 

Summarizer: ___________________________________ 

Illuminator: ____________________________________

Connector: _____________________________________

Illustrator: _____________________________________

Lit Circle Meeting # 5:    Date: _________     Read Pages: _________
Discussion Director: _____________________________ 

Summarizer: ___________________________________ 

Illuminator: ____________________________________

Connector: _____________________________________

Illustrator: _____________________________________

Literature Circle Notes

Freshman Seminar COR 1203

     A Hope in the Unseen by Ron Suskind
Discussion Director
Name: ___________________________   Literature Circle's Name: ___________
Assignment:  _____________________               

Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group can discuss about this part of the novel.  Your questions should be ones which require thought and get everyone talking and sharing their opinions and reactions.  The best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings, and concerns as you read.  Do NOT write questions that call for a simple "yes" or "no" answer or a factual detail! 

Order for Leading Your Group Discussion
· Call on the Summarizer to read the summary. 

· Pose each one of your questions to your group for discussion.

· Ask for each member of your group to state their comment/questions about this section of the novel.  Lead your group in response to what each person says. 
· Call on the Illuminator. 

· Call on the Connector. 

· Call on the Illustrator.

· You fill out the Group Record sheet, with input from your group members 

· After discussion is completed, assign roles for your next reading and make sure everyone gets a new role sheet, including absent members.  

· Call the Instructor over.  Be ready to discuss items on the Group Record sheet. 

Freshman Seminar COR – 1203

Literature Circle Group Record Sheet
Name: _____________________________ Literature Circle's Name:_____________

Book: A Hope in the Unseen by Ron Suskind   Assignment:  ​​​​_____________
  
Following the group meeting, the Discussion Director will complete this form with the help of the group members.  

1.  Two topics which generated the most discussion today were: 

  

   

2.  As a group, we agreed one of the most important or intriguing passages in this section was about:  (this may or may not be one that the Illuminator selected) 

  

  

  

  

3.  Group Participation Today:   
(1) means beginning; (2) means developing; (3) means accomplished; (4) means exemplary
	Member's Name
	Completed Reading
	Contributes relevant info
	Listens to group members
	Fulfills duties

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


What was the best thing about the way this group worked together?






What was one problem the group had? 






How did you solve it? 







What else might you have done? 






What specific plans do you have for improvement?






Additional Comments:






Remember to give this sheet to the Instructor before leaving today.
Lit Circle Notes: Overview of the Roles

Discussion Director: Your role demands

that you identify the important aspects of

your assigned text, and develop questions

your group will want to discuss. Focus on

the major themes or “big ideas” in the text

and your reaction to those ideas. What

interests you will most likely interest those

in your group. You are also responsible for

facilitating your group’s discussion.


Illuminator: You find passages your group

would like to/should hear read aloud.

These passages should be memorable,

interesting, puzzling, funny, or important.

Your notes should include the quotations

but also why you chose them, and what

you want to say about them. You can either

read the passage aloud yourself or ask

members of your group to read roles.

Illustrator: Your role is to draw what you read.

This might mean drawing a scene as a cartoonlike sequence, create a collage to represent the issues, or draw an important scene so readers can better understand the action. You can draw maps or organizational trees to show how one person, place, or event relates to the others. Use the notes area to explain how your drawing relates to the text. Label your drawings so we know who the characters are. 

Connector: Your job is to connect what

you are reading with what you are studying or with the world outside of school. You

can connect the story to events in you own

life, news events, political events, or

popular trends. Another important source

of connections is books you’ve already

read. The connections should be meaningful

to you and those in your group.


Summarizer: Prepare a brief summary of

the day’s reading. Use the questions to the

right to help you decide what to include. In

some cases, you might ask yourself what

details, characters, or events are so

important that they would be included on

an exam. If it helps you to organize the

information, consider making a numbered

list or a timeline.

Sample Questions

� What were you thinking about as you read?

� What did the text make you think about?

� � How might other people (of different backgrounds) think about this text/passage?

� What one question would you ask the writer if you got the chance? Why?

� What are the most important ideas/moments in this text/section?

� What do you think will happen next---and why?

� What was the most important change in this section? How and why did it happen?
Sample Questions

� What is happening in this passage?

� Why did you choose this passage?

� What does this passage mean, or what is it discussing?

� How should you present this passage?

� Who is speaking or what is happening in this passage?

� What is the most unique aspect of this passage---and why is it unique?

� What did this quotation/passage make you think about when you read it?

� What makes this passage so confusing, important, or interesting? 
Sample Questions

� Ask members of your group, “What do you think this picture means?”

� Why did you choose this scene to illustrate?

� How does this drawing relate to the story?

� Why did you choose to draw it the way you did?

� What do we see---i.e., who and/or what is in this picture?

� What, if anything, did drawing it help you see that you had not noticed before?

� What did this quotation/passage make you think about when you read it?

� What are you trying to accomplish through this drawing?

Sample Questions

� What connections can you make to your own life?

� What other places/people could you compare this story to?

� What other books/stories might you compare to this one?

� What other characters/authors might you compare to this one?

� What is the most interesting or important connection that comes to mind?

� How does this section relate to those that came before it?

Sample Questions

� What are the most important events in the section you read?

� What makes them so important?

� What effect to these events have on the plot or the other characters?

� What questions might appear on an exam about this section?

� What might be a good essay topic for this section of the story?
