Information Literacy and Critical Thinking:  
Applying Elements to Academic Research Practices in the First Year


UC 175 – University Experience
(Western Kentucky University)

Mission:  University Experience serves the needs of incoming students and builds the foundation for a successful college experience.  In addition, the department provides opportunities for students to develop leadership skills and become engaged in the campus and community.

Critical Thinking Model
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UC 175 – University Experience
Library Skills/Information Literacy Component

· Face-to-Face Library Instruction Sessions
· Introduction to Blackboard
· Annotated Bibliography
· Introduction and Demonstrations of Important Library Services
· Information Literacy and Information Evaluation
· Plagiarism
· Core Objective of the University Experience class

Intellectual Standards



Applying Elements to First Year Research Practices


Purpose					
· Goal
· Objective 

In terms of Academic Research, the element of purpose is important because a student must first understand why a certain project has been assigned and its purpose to their academic success.  In actually doing their research, a student can apply purpose in evaluating information sources by asking the questions:  What is the purpose of the Journal Article?  What is the author’s goal in writing the article?  This line of questioning can segue into an analysis of whether an article is scholarly in nature or a popular information source. 
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Information
· Data
· Facts		
· Observations
· Experiences 

Research in the 21st century is very different from research in the past.  Now, students have access to information like never before.  Technology has made this possible and students are the beneficiaries of these advances.  Information is everywhere.  Internet, television, radio, newspapers, magazines, billboards, t-shirts are just some of the places where you can access new and old information.  In terms of information literacy and libraries, professors expect their students to know the difference between popular information and scholarly information.  Students are expected to utilize scholarly information sources to support their ideas within papers and projects.  


Assumptions				
· Presupposition
· Taking for Granted 

New college students arrive on campus with many different assumptions regarding the campus library and academic research. Some of these assumptions include:  I can do all of my research on the Internet.  I got by in high school without every going to the library, so why should I start using the library now?  The library is too big and I don’t know my way around.  There’s just too much in the library for me to know what’s relevant to my research.  Countless first year students have arrived on campus with these and many other assumptions and concerns about the library but soon find them to be untrue and fixable.
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‘The Foundation for Critical Thinking





