Rodriguez, Carmen Advisor Training August 2011
Any similarities between another person’s situation and this story are purely coincidental; this story is fictitious.

Carmen Rodriguez

Carmen is a second semester, first-generation, traditional student, majoring in
chemistry and health science. She plans to go to medical school and become a
pediatrician because she loves helping children. She is from Jefferson, NC.

Time and Setting

March 14, 2012 in her academic advisor’s office. Carmen’s advisor requested
this meeting.

Student

My parents moved here from Mexico right before I was born. Since my parents
are undocumented, it hasn’t been easy. But we work hard as a family and now I get to be
the first person in my family to go to college. My dad works for a carpenter and a
plumber and helps out my brothers during the summer with their lawn care business.

When I was 10, my best friend died of leukemia. That’s why I want to be a
pediatrician so I can help children when they really need help. Science and math are not
my easiest subjects but I always got A’s in them in high school. I like being with people.
I took the Myers-Briggs test last fall as part of my FYE 102 class. I am an ENFP which
means that I like to talk and am always late.

This year has not been an easy one for me. My mom got pneumonia, and I had to
go back and forth between home and school to help out while she was recovering. My
maternal grandfather died but, because of our immigration status, we couldn’t risk
returning to be with family during this time; that was very hard, especially for my mom.

I work very hard on my school work and have read and re-read my math and
chemistry books. And, I have memorized every formula. But, when it comes to taking
tests, I don’t do that well.

I got a bad flu at the end of last semester but got through it. I lost some points on
my grades because of missing class when I was sick and when I was home helping to
take care of my family.

To help with my finances and because I love kids, I have a regular babysitting job

(a two-year-old and three-year-old) from about 6 to 9 PM every weekday evening.
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Interim Final
Semester Course Course Title Credits | Grade Grade
Integrative
Spring 2012 BIOL 111 | Biol:Molecule/Cell 4 A-
Spring 2012 BIOL 111 | Lab 0
CHEM
Spring 2012 112 Chemical Principles 11 4 C-
CHEM
Spring 2012 112 Lab 0
College Reading and
Spring 2012 ENGL 102 | Writing 4 C
MATH
Spring 2012 121 Calculus [ 4 D
CHEM
Fall 2011 111 Chemical Principles I 4 C+ C
CHEM
Fall 2011 111 Lab 0
Fall 2011 ENGL 101 | Writing Seminar 4 C- B-
Money and the Meaning
Fall 2011 FYE 101 of Life 4 B B
Fall 2011 FYE 102 FYE Lab 1 A A
Fall 2011 GST 120 Learning Strategies 1 A
MATH
Fall 2011 121 Calculus [ 4 F WD
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