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Laura MacLean Beginning first year student from Manassas, VA. 
 
Time and Setting: Fall 2008, first week after mid-semester break, making a phone call to 

Laura’s advisor. 

 
Background Information for Parent: 

Your daughter, Laura, is a first-year student in the middle of her first semester at 

Guilford.  Laura has a documented learning difference (LD) (Auditory Processing 

Disorder).  You submitted all of the relevant forms to Disability Services before the 

semester began.  Laura likes to do her own thing but has trouble getting things done 

without your intervention and help.  It is now after fall break; she spent the week with her 

boyfriend in another state and you have no idea how she is doing at Guilford.  She gives 

you no specific information about academics (other than classes are good and that she 

may major in English) and this lack of full communication makes you concerned.  From 

your experience, when she doesn’t provide specific information, it means that she is 

having trouble and needs your help.  You chose Guilford for Laura because it’s a Quaker 

school and the faculty are supposed to be caring, treat each student as a whole person (not 

a number), and not let students slip through cracks.  You have been very good at not 

being a “helicopter parent.”  You only communicated with Laura’s advisor twice - once 

by e-mail in the summer to alert her advisor of Laura’s LD and once when you met at the 

President’s reception in August.  You decide to call Laura’s advisor to find out how she 

is doing.  If Laura doesn’t have a 3.0 GPA at the end of the first year, she will lose her 

Presidential Scholarship.  Your husband requests that you make sure that Laura’s advisor 

doesn’t tell Laura that you have called and had a conversation about her progress.  

Neither of you want to lose Laura’s trust. 


