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First-Year Seminar Student Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Reflect on and critically examine their experiences and wellness in relation to course topics 
· Define ‘liberal arts education’ and describe the benefits of a liberal arts education
· Describe what they value and how values can shape their decisions
· Identify their own learning style and the strengths and weaknesses of their particular style
· Articulate and implement strategies to enhance their academic performance 
· Identify campus resources available to students to assist with their academic, social and personal transition to college
FYS 1000: First-Year Seminar - ePortfolio Assignment Guidelines Given to Students
Your ePortfolio will be a place where you post your completed assignments for this course in a way that showcases your learning throughout the semester.  Your ePortfolio serves as your final project for this course and comprises 25% of your grade for the course.  There is a sample ePortfolio for this course on the Digication website – feel free to use it as a model.
In creating your portfolio you should have at least 7 sections:
· Home
· Identity & the College Journey
· Values & Decision Making 
· Learning about Learning
· College Success
· Liberal Arts, Education & Careers 
· Wellness
Each of the sections should contain the following elements:

Home
This should give your viewers a sense of who you are, why you are constructing a portfolio and what they can expect to find as they explore your portfolio.
Identity & the College Journey
It should include a written statement about yourself and can also include pictures/images
You should also include a link to the following assignments:
· Identity: Past, Present, and Future Selves
· Journal : Your College Journey
· Final course reflection
College Success
This section should include information, resources, and strategies related to college success.  You should choose at least three topics that we covered and create a resource kit related to each that includes:
· A statement about why the topic is important for college students
· Facts/Statistics about the topic
· Strategies for success in relation to this topic
· Links to external sources related to the topic
You should include the following assignments:
· Journal: Time 
· Journal: Academic Skills
You might also want to include links to external resources that you have found useful
Values & Decision Making
This section should include:
· your personal mission statement 
· your short term goals
· your  long term goals
· Journal: Values
Learning about Learning
This section should document what you have learned in regards to your own learning.  In doing so you should include information on how you fared on the VARK, brain dominance, and multiple intelligences and how you can use this information.
You should also include:
· Journal: Learning about Learning 
Liberal Arts, Education & Careers
This section should document what you have learned about the value of a liberal arts education.  In it you should include:
· Results of the skill scan activity and what they mean to you
· Journal on Liberal Arts
· Journal on Skill Scan and Academic Advising

Wellness
This section should include information, resources, and strategies related to wellness.  You should choose at least three topics that we covered and create a resource kit related to each that includes:
· A statement about why the topic is important for college students
· Facts/Statistics about the topic
· Tips for college students in relation to this topic
· Links to campus or external sources related to the topic
You should also include the following assignments:
· Journal on Stress Management
· Journal on Alcohol & Drugs
You can also include your group presentation as part of your portfolio – please put it in whichever section that you feel it fits best.  Also feel free to add assignments and materials from other classes if you feel that they have enhanced your learning in this class.














Grading Rubric – One for Each of 6 Portfolio Sections
	Grading Criteria
	5 (Exceeds expectations)
	3 (Meets expectations)
	1 (Below expectations)
	0 (Failing)

	Completeness & Organization
	ePortfolio section contains all required components; may also contain additional information/photos beyond the requirements; information is organized in a logical manner in one or more modules; extremely easy for reader to find, read, understand and comment upon content
	ePortfolio section contains all required components; information is somewhat organized; somewhat difficult for the reader to find, read, understand, and comment upon content
	ePortfolio section is missing 1-2 of the required components; information is somewhat organized; somewhat difficult for the reader to find, read, understand, and comment upon content
	ePortfolio section is missing more than 2 of the required components; information is somewhat organized; somewhat difficult for the reader to find, read, understand, and comment upon content

	Exploration of the theme – reflection on personal experiences
	Student discusses own experiences in relation to their own values and decision making process; makes clear and specific connections between their own experiences and the topic of the assignments
	Student discusses own experiences in relation to their own values and decision making process; makes broad/general connections between own experiences topic of assignments
	Student offers vague discussion of own experiences in relation to their own values and decision making process; passing discussion of how their experiences connect with topic of assignments
	Student does not discuss own experiences in relation to their values and decisions making process; does not connect own experiences with topic of assignments

	Exploration of the theme – clarity of student learning
	Information in this section demonstrates that the student clearly understands their own values and how they can impact the decision making process; offers concrete examples of how this works
	Information in this section demonstrates that the student has a basic understanding of their own values and how they influence decision making; offers broad examples of how this works

	Information in this section demonstrates that the student has little understanding of their own values and how they influence decision making; offers vague examples of how this works

	It is not clear from the information in this section that the student is at all aware of their own values and how they influence decision making; offers no examples of how this works

	Spelling, Format & Grammar
	No spelling, format or grammar errors – section was clearly proofread
	Contains minimal spelling, format, grammar errors
	Contains several spelling, format or grammar errors

	Contains many and/or severe spelling, format or grammar errors 





Assessment Rubric – Entire Portfolio
	Assessment Criteria
	5 (Exceeds expectations)
	3 (Meets expectations)
	1 (Below Expectations)
	0 (no evidence)

	Reflect on experiences in relation to course topics
	Identifies concrete experiences throughout the FY and connects them in a substantive way to specific topics covered in the course
	Identifies experiences throughout the FY and connects them in broad/vague ways to general topics covered in the course
	Identifies experiences throughout the FY but doesn’t connect them in any way to topics covered in the course; discusses topics covered in the course but doesn’t identify experiences in their own life that are applicable
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio

	Critically examine experiences in relation to course topics
	Applies course topics, readings and/or discussions to personal experiences and offers a new/better/more in depth understanding of the personal experiences 
	Applies course topics, readings and/or discussions to personal experiences and offers broad/vague ways in which they understand their personal experiences better as a result
	Discusses course topics and personal experiences but doesn’t have a new/better/more in depth understanding as a result
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio

	Define liberal arts education
	Clear definition that draws on course materials and discussions; touches on broad knowledge and skills; understanding that Curry is a liberal arts institution
	Broad definition of liberal arts that may draw on course materials or other outside resources; focuses more on the requirements rather than skills gained
	Vague understanding of liberal arts; doesn’t draw on course materials and discussions; not clear the student understands liberal arts education
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio

	Describe benefits of liberal arts education
	Clear understanding of the benefits of a liberal arts education based on course materials and discussions; touches on what employers are looking for in college graduates and how liberal arts work in conjunction with major/minor
	General understanding of liberal arts; touches on exploration, general knowledge and that it can be of benefit in employment or life, but doesn’t necessarily offer concrete examples of how
	Vague understanding of liberal arts; focused more on it being about classes not in the major and knowledge than on skills and benefits following college
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio

	Describe what s/he values
	Identifies concrete and specific personal values, what these values encompass and why the values are of importance to student
	Identifies values that are broad in nature, vague in what these values encompass and why they are important to the student
	Identifies broad/vague values and doesn’t offer much explanation as to what they encompass or why they are important
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio

	Assessment Criteria
	5 (Exceeds expectations)
	3 (Meets expectations)
	1 (Below Expectations)
	0 (no evidence)

	Explain how values can shape decisions
	Is able to articulate the ways in which specific values shape the decision making process; offers concrete examples of how this would work in her/his life
	Discusses their values in relation to making decisions, but doesn’t offer specific ways in which the values have influenced or could influence decisions
	Passing discussion of how values influence decision making, contains nothing concrete in relation to how this works in their life
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio

	Articulate strategies to improve academic performance
	Understands own academic strengths and weaknesses and is able to offer concrete strategies to achieve academic success based on this understanding
	General understanding of own academic strengths and weaknesses; offers general ways to achieve academic success
	Limited understanding of own academic strengths & weaknesses; offer few strategies to achieve academic success
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio

	Identifies resources to help with academic transition to college
	Identifies or mentions specific campus resources that can aid in academic success and offers information on how s/he may use these resources in their own academic career
	Identifies or mentions general resources on campus that can aid in academic success and offers general information on how s/he may use these resources in their own academic career
	Identifies or mentions general resources but is unclear in how s/he may use these resources in their own academic career
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio

	Identifies resources to help with social transition to college
	Identifies or mentions campus resources that can aid in the social transition and offers information on how s/he may use these resources in their own life
	Identifies or mentions general resources on campus that can aid in social transition to college and offers general information on how s/he may use these resources 
	Identifies or mentions general resources but is unclear in how s/he may use these resources 
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio

	Identifies resources to assist with personal transition to college
	Identifies or mentions campus resources that can aid in their personal transition to college and offers information on how s/he may use these resources in their own life
	Identifies or mentions general resources on campus that can aid in personal transition to college and offers general information on how s/he may use these resources 
	Identifies or mentions general resources but is unclear in how s/he may use these resources 
	No evidence of this outcome in entire portfolio
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