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A Closer Look at Admissions 
 
     The Early College at Guilford (ECG) was established in 2002 as North Carolina’s first early college high school. 
Created through a public and private partnership between Guilford County Schools and Guilford College, ECG offers a 
writing-intensive, accelerated college preparatory education for grades 9 – 12.   ECG is among a growing body of “early 
entrance” schools across the nation designed to provide a seamless transition to higher education. 
 

      The mission of The Early College at Guilford is to make a positive difference in the lives of students by providing 
exceptionally challenging educational opportunities that support academic development at the highest standards. By building 
bridges at the earliest opportunity between high school, college, and beyond, our school seeks to awaken and nurture the 
creative, social, and academic abilities of students. We strive to foster multi-dimensional leadership in varied contexts so 
that our students may succeed in higher education and the changing world beyond.  
 

The Educational Concept 
 

     The school seeks to promote and foster the academic, creative, and social gifts of students through two levels of study:   
accelerated high school and college.   Students take honors and Advanced Placement courses in grades 9 & 10 and college 
courses in grades 11 & 12.  Service learning and community connections are also a core element of the curriculum. 
 
High School Courses 
 

     Ninth and tenth grade courses are taught by highly qualified teachers from Guilford County Schools. The curriculum 
includes core courses taught on a modified block schedule. Although students primarily interact with other ninth and tenth 
graders, they also have access to Guilford College resources, including Hege Library, the Learning Commons, and dining 
facilities. Students are encouraged to participate in a wide variety of clubs and other activities that foster leadership, 
cooperation, and self-confidence.  
 

College Courses 
 

     In consultation with their academic advisors, 11th and 12th grade students build Guilford College schedules that meet their 
individual needs and interests as well as high school graduation requirements.  Students are enrolled in these courses with 
undergraduate students taught by the college professors.  Additionally, students enroll in a seminar class each semester for 
academic/social support and guidance.  Students graduate with a high school diploma as well as two full years of 
undergraduate credit from Guilford College. 
 

Who Should Apply? 
 

     Successful ECG students are often described as academically motivated, self-regulated independent thinkers.  A strong 
candidate typically scores at or above the 93rd percentile on state or national norm-referenced tests. They are willing and 
able to approach difficult problems or situations with creativity, fortitude, and resilience. They understand and choose 
challenging learning experiences. 
 

The Admissions Process 
 

     Students are encouraged to apply to Early College at Guilford in the spring of eighth grade.  The Admissions Team, 
comprised of ECG Staff and Guilford College faculty, assess academic achievement and potential, standardized test results, 
academic recommendations, personal essays, and self-reported interests and activities.  The Admissions Team uses a holistic 
approach to admissions and considers the following information – in addition to the aforementioned – when reviewing 
applications: 
 

• Leadership and service experience 
• Intellectual curiosity and ability to do accelerated work 
• Interest in the early college / early entrance concept 
• Unique talents or interests 
• Motivation and self-discipline 
• Rigor - difficulty of middle/high school courses taken 

 

     Students’ overall profiles must indicate a level of readiness necessary for success in an accelerated high school 
curriculum that includes full-time college work for eleventh and twelfth grade years.   
 
 



Overview of the Application for Admission: 
Part A:  Completed by Parent/Guardian 

 Demographic Information 
Part B:  Application for Admission 

 Must be handwritten by student 
 Short Answer Questions 
 Additional Information, one-page typed or handwritten (optional)  
 Four Recommendations (Part C) 

- Two from current Core Teachers:  Math or Science & Language Arts or Social Studies 
- One from Teacher of your choice 
-  One from Parent/Guardian 

 Achievement Records 
 PSAT, SAT, ACT, End-of-Grade/Course test results, etc. 
 Report cards or Transcripts from 2009-10 school year AND 1st semester of 2010-11 school year 
 Advanced Learner Program Plan, Individualized Education Plan or 504 plan, if applicable 
 Essay 
 All 9th & 10th grade applicants must participate in The Early College Day.  You will complete the 

math, critical reading, and writing assessments.   
 ECG ASSESSMENTS DAYS:  Applications received by February 28:  ECG Day is March 5;  Applications 

received by March 18:  ECG Day is March 19.   
 Some 11th and 12th grade applicants may be invited to an interview with the ECG Principal, ECG 

School Counselor and Guilford College Liaison 
Part C:  Four Recommendations (see instructions) 
Part D:  Application to Guilford College – only required for 11th and 12th grade applicants 

 
 Applications will be available online: Saturday, February 19, 2011 

 Deadline to submit Application to The Early College at Guilford’s Office:   
Friday, March 18, 2011 by 4:00 p.m. 

 Guilford County Schools Magnet Fair:  Saturday, February 19, 2011 
 The Early College Days (assessments):  March 5 & 19 (see note above) 

 

CHECK US OUT! 
2011 ECG Information Sessions on the campus of Guilford College 

DATE TIME LOCATION 
 

Tuesday, February 8 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 
 

1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 
 

ECG Information Sessions 
 

Bryan Junior Auditorium 
Frank Science Building, Guilford College 

 
Tuesday, February 15 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

 

ECG Information Sessions 
 

Bryan Junior Auditorium 
Frank Science Building, Guilford College 

 
Saturday, February 19 9:00 – 12:30 a.m. Greensboro Coliseum Pavilion  

Magnet Fair 
 

Thursday, February 24 
 

6:00 – 7:30 p.m. ECG Information Session 
 

Dana Auditorium 
Guilford College 

 
Tuesday, March 1 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

 

Information Sessions 
 

Bryan Junior Auditorium 
Frank Science Building, Guilford College 

 
 

Directions to Bryan Junior Auditorium:  From New Garden Road, turn onto the campus of Guilford College – George 
Fox Road.  Frank Family Science Building is the brick building directly in front of you.  Bryan Junior Auditorium is 
located on the 1st floor of this building.  Parking is available in the lot to the left of the building. 
 

Directions to Dana Auditorium: From New Garden Road, turn onto the campus of Guilford College – Quadrangle Drive.  
Dana Auditorium is the second building on the right.  Parking is behind the building next to the football stadium or in 
the parking spaces beside new Garden Hall (first building on the right). 


