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The Five Goals and Assessment Statements for the WSU Common Reading
· “My first semester, I felt like part of the academic community at WSU.”
· “I had the opportunity to engage in informal discussions with faculty.”
· “I was introduced to a rich diversity of ideas.”
· “I felt a sense of community and common ground with other students.”
· “I understand the types of research that go on at a university.”
Year 1 (Fall 2007):  Flu: The Story of the Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918 and the Search for the Virus That Caused It by Gina Kolata (Simon and Schuster, 2005)
· Used in 23 classes in the fall semester, generally through the freshman learning community program

· Author lecture by Gina Kolata in November
· Lecture by former WSU faculty member Alfred Crosby (a historian prominently featured in the book)
· Programming related to the book in all 15 residence halls

· Library research guides, displays, and website created with archival documents relating to WSU’s experience with the 1918 flu pandemic.

Summary of assessment findings: From an online Skylight survey sent to all freshmen, we found that students who had encountered the book in two or more classes responded significantly more positively to the five goal statements.
Year 2 (Fall 2008):  Stiff: The Curious Lives of Human Cadavers by Mary Roach (Norton, 2003)

· Continued use in freshman learning community classes, author lecture (September, focusing on the pleasure of doing real research), library research guides and displays, and related programming in residence halls.
PLUS
· Fall Faculty Lecture Series: 10 lectures, attended by 1300 students, on a variety of topics related to the book that showcased areas of faculty research such as archaeology, forensic ecology, medical research and bioethics, body image, cultural uses of body art, mummy films and cultural anxiety, the intersection of science and literature in Dracula, Day of the Dead, materials science engineering, and coping with stress. 
Summary of assessment findings: While most students (79%) attended the faculty lecture series events for a class requirement or for extra credit, 60% found the lectures interesting, and 41% reported that the lectures inspired them to want to learn more about the topic.  More importantly, the online survey showed that all five goal areas were up from the previous year, with “understanding the types of research that go on at a university” showing the largest gain in positive responses.
Year 3 (AY 2009-10):  The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals by Michael Pollan (Penguin, 2006)

· Continued author lecture (January), library research guides and displays, and related programming in residence halls


PLUS

· Used in 88 sections of 19 different courses in Fall 2009, both in and beyond the learning communities program, encompassing both freshman and upper-division courses
· Screening of King Corn—a film that closely related to the first section of Pollan’s book and which features two recent college graduates pursuing a question of interest— during WSU’s Week of Welcome, accompanied by an introduction to undergraduate research opportunities

· Expanded Faculty Lecture Series to span both fall and spring semesters with topics on nutrition, eating disorders, native food traditions, the importance of maize in the ancient Americas, university international development projects related to agriculture, global animal health, creative writing on food, the ethics of eating, food safety, farm worker issues, biofuels, sustainable transportation, and media depictions of environmentalism
· Hunger Banquets: freshman students in one of our learning communities courses collaborated with the campus YMCA to put on a series of five Hunger Banquets attended by 1000 students.
· Collaboration with College of Agricultural, Human, and Natural Resource Sciences, which developed extensive programming and resources in the fall related to the book and open to all students; additional collaboration with the Honors College and College of Liberal Arts

Summary of assessment findings to date: Again, while 93% of students have attended a series lecture for a class requirement or extra credit, 66% have reported that they have found the lectures interesting, 43% report having been inspired to learn more about the book, and 48% report that the lecture furthered understanding of an issue in the book. The Skylight survey will be administered again this spring.

Summary of General Trends, Based on our Goals and Assessments

· Increasing emphasis on research, particularly using the book as a springboard to introduce WSU research and faculty to new students

· Increasing use of the book in courses within and beyond the first year

· Increasing programming around the book

· Increasing collaboration with other colleges and units
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