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How Deaf Students’ Personal Factors Influence Their First-Year Experience and Beyond: Data on Three Cohorts 2007, 2008, 2009    (Matchett, Albertini, & Kelly)
	RIT: Private technical university, 8 colleges, 16,450 hearing students
NTID: Founded by Congress in 1965; first class of 70 Deaf students in 1968
1,266 deaf and hard-of-hearing students (D/HH) enrolled in 2009
59% in 2-year associates programs at NTID (direct instruction)
41% in bachelors & graduate programs in other RIT colleges (with support services)
First-year D/HH persistence and graduation rates: 
75% in Associates and 52% graduate
86% in Bachelors and 73% graduate


The goal of this longitudinal study is to identify personal and academic factors that contribute to deaf students’ success in the first-year and beyond in college.
2 personal surveys & 2 visual reasoning assessments (437 deaf participants)
LASSI and Noel-Levitz
Nonverbal Reasoning and Culture Fair Intelligence Test
The tests compared:
Will, Skill, and Self-regulation (LASSI)
Academic motivation, Motivational Assess, General Coping (Noel-Levitz)
Non-verbal Reasoning (Corsini) and Intelligence (Cattel & Cattel)
We also compared data from their academics at RIT/NTID:
Entry data from ACT Scores, English, Math, Writing, and Vocabulary
Early Alerts from throughout the quarter
GPA
Persistence in RIT/NTID programs

The results showed that the following measured personal characteristics of deaf students influenced their academic performance
LASSI

Attitude and interest in academic topics
Motivation, self-discipline, and hard work
Information processing, reasoning, and acquiring knowledge

Time management
Support strategies & materials
Self-testing, review, and preparation for class
Noel-Levitz College Student Inventory

Study habits
Attitude towards teachers
Desire to finish college
Dropout prone
Academic difficulty 
Educational stress
Nonverbal Visual reasoning Test and Culture Fair Intelligence Test (g)
Mathematics, science, and reading test scores

The importance of meta-cognitive skills in one’s academic performance
The capacity to distinguish accuracy from error.
The capacity to recognize one’s own strengths and weaknesses.
The ability to operate and respond accurately to one’s meta-cognitive assessment of self, situation, and events.
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Three intervention strategies that helped deaf college students improve their academic performance and GPA
Back-on-Track Program for Engineering students

Big Brother/Big Sister Peer Program for Business students

STEP UP Mentoring Program for AALANA students
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