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First Year Experience courses (which are designated with a ‘Y’ suffix following the course number) are special sections of existing WIU classes. Students will enroll in one FYE class in the Fall semester and one in the Spring semester of their first year.  These FYE sections will be similar in substance to the standard, non-FYE class, including the same number of semester hours. However, these courses will integrate co-curricular activities such as library instruction and/or research, participation in activities centered on the annual university themes and American Democracy Project presentations, public lectures, plays, films, concerts and musical events, and community-based learning projects. The smaller class size (25 maximum enrollment) and integration of co-curricular activities will assist students in the transition to a university setting, while emphasizing the breadth of the learning community both within and outside the classroom. These courses will encourage entering students and faculty to bond with one another and create learning communities. There will also be a forum for disseminating resources of particular relevance to first year students. 

The goals of the FYE are to provide WIU students with some of the benefits traditionally associated with a small, liberal arts experience and to facilitate the transition to university life. Given those goals, these FYE classes will place students in a learning environment with a relatively small group of students in which the course’s scope extends beyond the usual bounds of the class material. Ideally, the students’ experience in an FYE class should blend seamlessly with other aspects of the students’ campus life – including residence hall living, attendance at University functions, participation in service learning opportunities, development of knowledge acquisitions skills (e.g., library usage) -  to the extent that the events outside the classroom and those that happen within a given course inform and enhance the other. A student in an FYE class will experience the relevance of the course material to the outside world firsthand. 

FYE courses will also provide students with exposure to learning methods that go beyond reading, lectures and exams. Students will be challenged to use and apply what they learn in discussions and other inquiry-based forms of instructions, with the goal of helping students take a more active role in their education  by developing traits of curiosity, critical thinking and responsibility for mastering material. 

All FYE sections will:

1. be offered for a minimum of 3 semester hours per course

2. be lower division courses generally taken by first year freshman (esp. Gen Ed. and some introductory courses in the major)

3. be limited to 25 students per section

4. include at least 3 co-curricular events (with the possible addition of one or more  library assignments) which will be related meaningfully to the course content (and graded material such as exams, papers, etc.)
5. integrate out-of-the-classroom events and the University theme, as appropriate, into the class meetings through discussion and other explorative processes
6. incorporate writing assignments (with opportunity for revision) representing a minimum of 25% of the graded material in the course

7. have a student ‘peer mentor’ who will assist the instructor with out-of-class assignments, discussion sessions, etc. 

8. include an assessment component to evaluate the impact of the FYE program on the first year

Departments and instructors electing to offer an FYE class are committing to the goals and details specified above. To assist departments and faculty in this commitment, a variety of resources (Faculty Development workshops, manuals, web pages, etc.) will be made available to FYE faculty.
