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Belmont University History:  

The Belmont University campus has been the site of higher 
education since the founding of the original Belmont College 
in 1890. Over three centuries of premier teaching, Belmont 
continually reflects its rich heritage as it excels in the academic 
arena. The mansions, gardens and statues of Belmont’s antebellum 
past now sit side-by-side with state-of-the-art facilities equipped 
with the latest technology to train today’s modern students with 
the right tools for real world success. With this fast-forward, 
premier teaching environment and rich, academic heritage, 
there is no limit to the ways Belmont University can expand an 
individual’s horizon.

Presentation Abstract:  

New students often enter college believing the intersection of living and learning is a complex series of seemingly unrelated experiences.   In 
an attempt to progressively meet a commitment to inquiry, collaboration, and community service, the first year experience has integrated 
challenging first year learning objectives with a comprehensive transitional experience.  Through an unlikely partnership between curricular 
and co-curricular leaders, the educational experience of new students continues to progress toward a seamless experience that is both 
engaging and transforming.   

Faculty Fellows Program: 

The purpose of the Faculty Fellow in New Student Programs is to establish 
a learning partnership.  With the First Year Seminar and New Student 
Orientation engaged in dynamic partnerships, the Faculty Fellow in New 
Student Programs serves to enhance and inform the relationship between 
academic and student affairs programs.  The Provost will appoint one faculty 
member per academic year based on the recommendation of the Dean of 
Students and Director of New Student & Parent Programs. 

New Student Programs Fellow
• Improve communication and mutual support and advocacy 

between the faculty and new student programs
• Attend one E3 meeting every semester
• Provide one presentation during an E3 or Summer/Spring retreat 

on issues related to the faculty but not necessarily new student or 
freshman student issues

• Attend a local, regional, or national conference with the Director of New Student & Parent Programs or participate on team in 
writing proposals for presentations, publications, or other academic related activities 

• Review current faculty interactions, new faculty initiatives related to New Student Programs, and make suggestions on 
improvement

• Serve as an advisor and liaison for the Director of New Student & Parent Programs in regards to issues of faculty interaction 
within New Student Programs



Learning Points 

• Power in Intentional Partnerships  
There is consistency when you collaborate.  Sharing the same goals and having the conversation moves unrelated events towards 
seamless learning experiences.

• Say the Right Thing
Creating a common discourse in the First Year Experience across the institution helps our students integrate their living-learning 
experience.

• Leave
A healthy departure is critical to student success in the first week.  

• Connect the Conversation
Comfort in the classroom helps seminars become an environment to engage in critical thinking and reflection allowing students 
become a part of the teaching process.  

• Students are not Tourists 
A simple awareness of the issues in your community does not create a socially or morally responsible class.   

 



EvidEncE of AssEssmEnt 

The First Year Experience has been heavily assessed at Belmont since the implementation of the new general education curriculum in 2003.  
The assessments include National Survey for Student Engagement (NSSE: 6 consecutive years), CIRP (18 consecutive years), First Year 
Seminar Writing Sample, New Student Orientation Transitional Survey, First Year Seminar Reflective Essay, and First Year Seminar Evaluation 
(separate from faculty surveys).

nAtionAl survEy for studEnt EngAgEmEnt (nssE)

The 2004 NSSE data was the year prior to the implementation of a new First Year Seminar and General Education Curriculum.  We will 
compare this data to the 2006 NSSE data for outcomes related to the course and its components.

1. Academic and Intellectual Experiences (1=never, 2=sometimes, 3=often, 4=very often) 
a. Asked questions in class or contributed to class discussions 

i. 2006 3.05
b. Discussed ideas from your readings or classes with faculty members outside of class.

i. 2006 1.96
c. Discussed ideas from your readings or classes with others outside the class (students, family members, coworkers, etc.)

i. 2006 2.83
d. Had serious conversations with students who are very different from you in terms of their religious beliefs, political 

opinions, or personal values.
i. 2006 2.89

2. Enriching Educational Experiences (0=have not decided, do not plan to do, plan to do, 1= done) 
a. Community service or volunteer work

i. 2006 .58

3. Educational and Personal Growth                                                                                                                                         
     (Question: To what extent has your experience at this institution contributed to your knowledge, skills, and personal   
development in the following areas? 1=very little, 2=some, 3=quite a bit, 4=very much)
a. Acquiring a broad general education

i. 2006 3.20
b. Thinking critically and analytically

i. 2006 3.32
c. Understanding yourself

i. 2006 2.90
d. Contributing to the welfare of your community

i. 2006 2.80

first yEAr sEminAr fAll 2007 EvAluAtion

Student Assessment 
(Scale 1 to 5, 1=Absolutely Not, 5=Very Much) from 602 respondents (78% response rate) 

This course helped me develop my thinking skills.                    3.80 
This course encouraged dialogue and exchange among the class members.     4.20 
This course encouraged me to value constructive criticism and feedback.     3.67 

AnEcdotAl EvidEncE (first yEAr sEminAr EvAluAtions fAll 2007)

“I am thankful for the disciplines I had to learn in order to do well in this class”

“This class was life-changing and incredible.  I feel prepared for college level work now.”

“I loved this class.  I thought it contained more meaning than any class I’ve ever taken.”

“I thought it was interesting to see how different people use various ways of knowing to come to a conclusion.”

“The class allowed me to see different points of view and discuss them in a comfortable setting with great people.  My opinion was always 
valued and I enjoyed every class.”



GND 1015: First Year Seminar “Ways of Knowing” 

Course Goal:  
The primary goal of this course is to increase your recognition, appreciation, and use of multiple ways of knowing.

Course Description:
The First-Year Seminar is designed to help entering first-year students make the academic transition to the university 
community through an intellectually challenging course of study on a topic that relates to the issue of “ways of knowing.”  
This course is to be taken the same semester as First-Year Writing.  

Through the use of common readings, films, co-curricular experiences, and activities in this course, we will:
• Ask questions about knowledge, such as
• What counts as knowledge?
• What sorts of knowledge are there?
• How do we know what we claim to know?
• How do we make or construct it, deconstruct it, reserve it, and transmit it—both inside and outside the university?
• Recognize, value, and practice critical thinking, especially with respect to framing oral and written arguments.
• Become acquainted with various methods and approaches of the disciplines of the university, which are the chief ways 

that the university structures knowledge.
• Develop and deepen our awareness that academic skills are tools that will enhance both our intellectual and moral 

development, thereby helping us become more intentional and reflective learners.

Course Expectations:
This is a seminar class and hence a discussion-based class.  Discussions are healthiest when different points of view are encouraged and 
protected, so I expect you to listen carefully to others’ contributions in the discussions and treat them with dignity and respect.  

Your class participation is very important.  While readings will frame the discussions we have, your critical reflection and thoughtful 
engagement will determine the extent to which we are successful in fulfilling the design and expectations of this course.

In this class, I also expect you to develop the ability to learn independently and to take an increasing level of responsibility for 
your college education.  This includes beginning to identify some developing areas of academic interest.

A student who completes GND 1015 successfully will demonstrate—through formal and informal assignments and through 
class participation—the following abilities:

• An ability to read critically and analyze various kinds of texts
• An ability to frame effective responses that take into account various contexts and audiences
• An intellectual engagement with issues regarding the production, evaluation, dissemination, and consumption of 

knowledge
• A developing comprehension of the often divergent claims of multiple moral and epistemological systems
• A developing awareness of yourself as a citizen of multiple communities
• An ability to participate in collaborative work with other students via small group discussions, projects, and/or 

presentations
• An ability to produce, accept, and use constructively feedback from instructors and other students


