Appendix A

Sample from Pretest

More than at any other time in history, America is plagued by the influence of cults, exclusive groups that present themselves as religions devoted to the worship of a single individual. Initially, most Americans were not terribly concerned with the growth of cults, but then in 1979 more than nine hundred cult members were senselessly slaughtered in the steamy jungles of a small South American country called Guyana. The reason for the slaughter was little more than the wild, paranoid fear of the leader, the Reverend Jim Jones, who called himself father and savior.

Since that time, evidence has increased that another cult leader, the Reverend Sun Myung Moon, has amassed a large personal fortune from the purses of his followers, male and female “Moonies,” who talk of bliss while peddling pins and emblems preaching the gospel of Moon. Cults, with their hypnotic ritual and their promises of ecstasy, are a threat to American youth, and it is time to implement laws that would allow for a thorough restriction of their movements.

1. Which of the following phrases best identifies the problem that is the focus of the passage?

a. The rising incidence of cults in America

b. Street peddlers

c. Homelessness

d. Immigrants

2. Which of the following phrases best identifies the purpose of the paragraph?

a. The purpose is to describe the slaughter of a group of cult members.

b. The purpose is to describe the bizarre behavior of Moonies.

c. The purpose is to criticize two cults that have recently sprung up in America.

d. The purpose is to demonstrate that the current rise in cult membership is dangerous.

3. The reported cause of the deaths of over 900 cult members in Guyana was:

a. Hypnotic rituals of the cult

b. Paranoid fear of the cult’s leader

c. Devotion to the leader Sun Myung Moon

d. None of the above

4. Which of the following sentences is the best statement of the paragraph’s main conclusion?

a. “Cults, with their hypnotic ritual and their promises of ecstasy, are a threat to American youth.”

b. “The reason for the slaughter was little more than the wild, paranoid fear of the leader, the Reverend Jim Jones, who called himself father and savior.”

c. “More than at any other time in history, America is plagued by cults, exclusive groups that present themselves as worshippers of a single terrible individual.”

d. “Since that time, evidence has increased that another cult leader, the reverend Sun Myung Moon, has amassed large personal fortune from the purses of his followers, who talk of bliss while peddling pins and emblems of the gospel of Moon.”

5. Which of the following lists most corresponds to the historical order of events referred to in the text?

a. Guyana tragedy, little concern about cults, growth of “Moonies” membership

b. Little concern about cults, Guyana tragedy, growth of “Moonies” membership

c. Growth in “Moonies” membership, Guyana tragedy, little concern about cults

d. Little concern about cults, growth of “Moonies” membership, Guyana tragedy

