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EDUCATIONAL FOU NDATIO N 
BOARD OF DI RECTO RS 

 

F Y 2025 | 2026 
 
 

 

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD 
 

CHAIR: Kenda Laughey 
VICE CHAIR: Calvin Elam 
SECRETARY: Hunter Lambert 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: Sarah Sipes 
TREASURER: Kim Elliott 
CHAIR EMERITUS: James Bennett 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

EXECUTIVE CHAIR: Kenda Laughey 
FINANCE CHAIR: Scott Plyler 
GOVERNANCE CHAIR: Calvin Elam 
INVESTMENT CHAIR: Tom Deas 
 

19 DIRECTORS  |  4 EX OFFICIO  |  1 ADMINISTRATIVE LIAISON 
 

 

MS. PAMELA A. BAKER (Pam) 
MEMBER: GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
TERM 1:   June 30, 2026 
OFFICE:  Partner, Burr Forman McNair 

  1221 Main Street, Suite 1800 

  Columbia, SC 29201 

HOME:  347 Bayside Road 

  Columbia, SC 29212 

PHONE:   (803) 753-3215  office 

  (803) 767-2132  cell 

EMAIL:    pbaker@burr.com 

ADMIN:  Donna O’Daniel 

  (803) 753-3365 

  dodaniel@burr.com  

 

 

 

 

 

MR. JAMES A. BENNETT 
MEMBER: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBER: FINANCE COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2026 

OFFICE: Executive Director External Affairs 

 First Citizens 

 1230 Main St., 8th floor 

 Columbia, SC 29201 

HOME: 110 Spring Valley Rd. 

 Columbia, SC  29223 

PHONE:   (803) 931-8549   office 

 (803) 413-1028   cell 

EMAIL: james.bennett@firstcitizens.com 

ADMIN: Leigh Ann Forsberg 

 (803) 931-1082 

 leigh.forsberg@firstcitizens.com 

SPOUSE:    Cynthia M. Bennett 

mailto:pbaker@burr.com
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mailto:leigh.forsberg@firstcitizens.com


UNIVERSITY  FOUNDAT IONS  |   1027 BARNWELL  STREET   |   COLUMBIA SC 29208  |   803.777.1466         2 

MR. WILLIAM DWAYNE CHASE (Chip) 
USC Sumter Representative 
President – USC Sumter Partnership Board 

MEMBER: GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE  
TERM: JUNE 30, 2028 (determined by USCS) 

OFFICE: Public Relations Director, FTC 

 255 West Wesmark Blvd. 

 Sumter, SC 29150 

HOME: 3015 Lowfalls Ln.  

 Sumter, SC  29150 

PHONE:   (803) 469-5286   office 

 (803) 968-6098   cell 

EMAIL: chasec@ftc.org 

SPOUSE:    Brenda Chase 

 
MS. SUSAN W. CRAMER 
MEMBER: FINANCE COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2026 
OFFICE: Vice President – Finance/HR (CPA) 

  Magna Sign International, LLC 

  224 Industrial Drive 

  Lexington, SC  29072 

HOME: 2510 Stratford Road 

  Columbia, SC  29204 

PHONE:   (803) 808-5600 x105   office 

  (803) 351-2161    cell 

EMAIL: susan@magnasign.com 

SPOUSE:    Michael Cramer 

 
MR. THOMAS C. DEAS, JR. (Tom) 

 CHAIR: INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
 MEMBER: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
  TERM: JUNE 30, 2025 

WORK: Chairman, National Association of 
Corporate Treasurers 

HOME: 19 Marple Road 

  Haverford, PA  19041-1025 

PHONE:   (610) 642-5859   other 

  (610) 291-8064   cell 

EMAIL: tcdeas@gmail.com 

  tdeas@nact.org  

SPOUSE: Pam 

 

 

 

 

MR. CALVIN H. ELAM  
CHAIR: GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
MEMBER: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEE 
MEMBER: INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2026 
OFFICE:  CEO, EFinancial Advisors 

  1715 Pickens St. 

  Columbia, SC  29201 

HOME:  202 Landstone Cir. 

  Irmo, SC  29063 

PHONE:   (803) 799-9503   office 

  (803) 518-0904   cell 

EMAIL:  calvin@efinancialone.com 

ADMIN:  Angela Jones 

SPOUSE:    Mary 

 
LORI HAIR 
MEMBER: INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2025 
OFFICE:  Executive Vice President and CFO 

  Blue Cross/Blue Shield 

  2501 Faraway Drive, Mail Code AA-X40 

  Columbia, SC 29223 

HOME 1: 401 Shallow Brook Drive 

  Columbia, SC 29223 

PHONE:  (803) 315-8445   cell 

  (803) 264-2034   office 

EMAIL:  lori.hair@bcbssc.com 

ADMIN:  Sherry Sharpe 

  Sherry.sharpe@bcssc.com 

SPOUSE: Jason 

 
MS. FELICIA HOWARD  
MEMBER: GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2025  

HOME:  127 King Charles Rd. 

  Columbia, SC  29209 

PHONE:   (803) 331-1802   cell 

EMAIL:  felicia.howard@dominionenergy.com  

SPOUSE:    Craig Howard 
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MR. BOYD B. JONES 
MEMBER: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBER: INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2025 
OFFICE: Executive Vice President 

 Director, Middle Market Banking 

 Synovus Bank 

 1221 Main St., 12th Floor 

 PO Box 1457 (29202-1457) 

   Columbia, SC  29201 

HOME: 1 Braddock Pt. 

 Columbia, SC  29209 

PHONE:   (803) 929-2047   office 

 (803) 446-0995   cell 

EMAIL: boydjones@synovus.com 

ADMIN: Lisa Frederick 

  lisafrederick@synovus.com 

SPOUSE:    Lisa 

 
MR. JOHN V. JONSON 
MEMBER: INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2026 
HOME:  101 Colorado St., Suite 3604 

  Austin, TX  78701 

PHONE:   (650) 315-8543  cell 

EMAIL:  jjonson878@gmail.com   

 
MR. CHRISTOPHER JUDGE (Chris) 
USC Regional Campus Faculty/Staff Representative 

MEMBER: FINANCE COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2025 
OFFICE:  Assistant Director, Native American Studies 

  USC Lancaster 

  476 Hubbard Dr. 

  Lancaster, SC  29720 

HOME:  2118 Robin Rd. 

  Columbia, SC  29204 

PHONE:   (803) 313-7445 work 

  (803) 206-4125 cell 

EMAIL:  judgec@email.sc.edu   

SPOUSE: Tara 

 
 
 
 

MS. KENDA M. LAUGHEY 
CHAIR: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
CHAIR: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE  
EXOFFICIO: GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
EXOFFICIO: INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
OFFICE:  CFO (CPA), Southminster 

  8919 Park Rd. 

  Charlotte, NC 28210 

HOME:  628 Ideal Way 

  Charlotte, NC 28203  

PHONE:   (704) 930-7105 x7105  office 

  (704) 241-2835 cell 

EMAIL:  klaughey@southminster.org 

 Spouse:  Wade 
 
MR. STEPHEN D. MARINO (Steve) 
MEMBER: INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2026 

OFFICE:  Head of investor Solutions 

  Jefferies Credit Partners 

HOME:  1803 Catawba Street 

  Columbia, SC 29205  

PHONE:   (610) 324-9753  cell 

EMAIL:  smarino@jefferies.com 

  steve.marino7@gmail.com  

SPOUSE: Erin 

 
MR. RUFUS C. McENTIRE, JR. (Buddy) 
MEMBER: FINANCE COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2026 

OFFICE:  McEntire Produce Inc. 

HOME:  1 Lake Point Rd. 

  Columbia, SC  29206 

PHONE:   (803) 309-3841   cell 

EMAIL:  buddy.mcentire@mcentireproduce.com 

SPOUSE:    Pam 

 
MS. LEAH B. MOODY 
USC Board of Trustees Representative 
MEMBER: FINANCE COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2026 (determined by BOT) 
OFFICE:  Purpose Financial 

MAIL:  1251 Charlotte Ave/PO Box 8033 

  Rock Hill, SC 29732 

PHONE:   (803) 493-6844   cell 

EMAIL:  lbmatty@comporium.net 

mailto:boydjones@synovus.com
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mailto:judgec@email.sc.edu
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MR. RICHARD SCOTT PLYLER (Scott) 
CHAIR: FINANCE COMMITTEE 
MEMBER: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2026  
OFFICE:  President, South Atlantic Bank 

  630 29th Ave. North 

  Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 

HOME:  582 Old Field Road 

  Murrells Inlet, SC  29576 

PHONE:  (843) 839-4411   office 

  (843) 602-1950   cell* 

EMAIL:  splyler@southatlantic.bank 

ADMIN:  Candy Cherry, Corporate Liaison 

  ccherry@southatlantic.bank  

  (843) 839-4413 

SPOUSE: Michaele 

 
MR. WILLIAM N. SMITH (Norwood) 
MEMBER: GOVERNANCE COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2025 
HOME:  309 Cavalier Dr. 

  Wilmington, NC  28403 

PHONE:  (910) 232-4973   cell 

EMAIL:  gamecocktwo@gmail.com  

SPOUSE: Teresa Nichols Smith 

 
MR. JEFF SPEARS 
USC Aiken Representative 
MEMBER: FINANCE COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2025 
HOME:  2535 Walton Way 

  Augusta, GA  30904 

PHONE:   (706) 396-2501   office 

  (803) 215-8464   cell 

EMAIL:  jeffandsusanspears@yahoo.com 

SPOUSE:    Susan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MR. J. ALLEN WRIGHT  
MEMBER: EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBER: INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 
TERM: JUNE 30, 2025  
HOME 2: 1100 Hawthorne Heights 

  Greensboro, GA  30642   

PHONE:   (404) 401-3414   cell 

EMAIL:  allenwright2@gmail.com  

SPOUSE:    Cecilia  

 

EMERITUS DIRECTORS 
 

MR. JAMES P. BARROW (Jim) 
SINCE July 1, 2024 
OFFICE: Executive Director 

 Barrow, Hanley, Mewhinney & Strauss 

 2200 Ross Ave., 31st Floor 

 Dallas, TX  75201 

HOME: 4209 Park Ln. 

 Dallas, TX  75220-1950 

PHONE:  (214) 665-1947   office 

 (214) 353-0356   home 

EMAIL: jbarrow@barrowhanley.com 

ADMIN: Barbara Stewart 

 (214) 665-1994 

 bstewart@barrowhanley.com 

SPOUSE:Jean 

EX OFFICIO MEMBERS 
 

MR. R. JASON CASKEY 
President & CEO, University Foundations 
OFFICE: 1027 Barnwell St. 

Columbia, SC 29208 

PHONE: (803) 777-0201  office 

(803) 530-2983  cell 

EMAIL: jcaskey@sc.edu 

ADMIN: Sarah Sipes 

 (803) 777-1826 

Sosipes@mailbox.sc.edu  
 

  Hunter Lambert 

 (803) 576-7277 

lamberrh@email.sc.edu 
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DR. MICHAEL D. AMIRIDIS 
President, University of South Carolina 
OFFICE: Osborne Admin. Bldg. 

Columbia, SC 29208 

EMAIL: michael.amiridis@sc.edu  

PHONE: (803) 777-3111  office 

ADMIN: Summer Yarborough 

 (803) 777-4027 

 summerjy@mailbox.sc.edu  

SPOUSE: Dr. Argiri D. Aggelopoulo 
 
MS. MICHELLE D. DODENHOFF 
Vice President of Development, University of South 
Carolina 
OFFICE:  Osborne Admin. Bldg. 

  Columbia, SC 29208 

PHONE:   (803) 576-7696   office 

EMAIL:  mdodenhoff@sc.edu  

ADMIN:  Sarah Livingston 

  (803) 777-8315   office 

  livings@mailbox.sc.edu  

 
MR. THADEOUS H. WESTBROOK (Thad) 
Chairman, USC Board of Trustees 
OFFICE:  Nelson Mullins 

  1320 Main St. 

  Columbia, SC  29201 

PHONE:   (803) 606-7668   cell 

EMAIL:  thad.westbrook@nelsonmullins.com  

ADMIN:   Kim Smith 

  (803) 255-9349 

 Kim.smith@nelsonmullins.com 
  Spouse:  Christy 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE LIAISON  
 
  

DR. MARY ANNE FITZPATRICK 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, University of South Carolina 
OFFICE:  Osborne Admin. Bldg. 
  Columbia, SC 29208 

EMAIL: fitzpatm@mailbox.sc.edu   
ADMIN:  Dana Woodward 

  (803) 576-7780 

  ddhaesel@mailbox.sc.edu  
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