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SS&P Committee, annual report 2024 – 2025 
Business of 2024 – 2025 included: 
 

• Consideration of a reduced final exam window from 2.5 hours to 2.0 hours.  The purpose 
was to create an additional 5th exam slot per day to be used for “mass testing / exams.”  
After extended discussions within the committee, with the Office of the Provost, and 
various college concerns, this proposal has been tabled for future consideration. 

• SS&P considered a proposal by the Student Government to make syllabi available by the 
first day of class.  The committee made the following recommendation: “Instructors of all 
undergraduate and graduate courses should provide students with a course syllabus no 
later than the first class meeting. In exceptional circumstances, the syllabus may be 
provided no later than the end of the first week of classes.” This proposal was forwarded 
to FAC. 

• Course marking was considered by the committee.  After discussion within the 
committee, Faculty Steering Committee, and Faculty Senate, this proposal has been 
assigned to a sub-committee for consideration. 

• The committee considered a proposal by the Undergraduate Student Government to allow 
mental health / well-being as an excused absence.  The proposal was passed by the 
Faculty Senate. 

• The Office of the Provost proposed a clarification of allowing instructors to assign make-
up work / alternative assignments for excused absences which may be assigned before or 
after the absence.  SS&P approved the recommendation and moved it to Faculty Steering 
for consideration at the start of the 2025 Fall term. 

• The committee did not have any petitions brought forward. 
• Brett Altschul agreed to chair the committee for the upcoming year (2025 – 2026) 

 
Respectfully submitted- 
William R Knapp, Chair  
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