
Amendment to the Proposal on Palmetto College 
Faculty Representation on University Faculty 
Committees [clarifying terms of PC reps) 

Justification 
This proposed revision to the Faculty Manual seeks to formalize and provide clarity around 
the integration of Palmetto College faculty into standing Faculty Committees. The two 
campus faculties are intertwined in that Palmetto College faculty serve as senators in the 
USC-Columbia Faculty Senate, and the Palmetto College Campuses share a curriculum, 
some support unit services with USC-Columbia and are subject to many of USC-
Columbia’s Academic AFairs policies. At the same time, the Palmetto College Campuses 
have a distinct Faculty Manual and Senate. Rather than seeking to untangle this complex 
relationship, this proposal takes some relatively straightforward steps, supported by 
Palmetto College Campuses faculty leadership, to codify and clarify Palmetto College 
faculty representation on standing Faculty Committees whose work directly aFects them.  

Proposed Faculty Manual Changes 
Committee on Curricula and Courses (page 9) 
The committee will consist of twelve faculty members, elected for terms of three years, and 
one member of the Palmetto College faculty elected by the Palmetto College Campuses 
Faculty Senate for a term of three years. . . .  

Justification: The Palmetto College Campuses share a curriculum with USC-Columbia. 
This change formalizes the inclusion of Palmetto College faculty, which is currently 
informal practice. Moreover, the Committee on Curricula and Courses has a significant 
workload, and expanding the formal roster of the committee is useful in meeting that 
workload. 

 

Committee on Instructional Development (page 10) 
The membership of the committee will include seven faculty members elected for 
staggered three-year terms and one member of the Palmetto College faculty elected by the 
Palmetto College Campuses Faculty Senate for a three-year term. . . .  

Justification: The Palmetto College Campuses share a curriculum and a good deal of 
instructional support services with USC-Columbia. This change formalizes the inclusion of 
Palmetto College faculty, which is currently informal practice. Moreover, the Committee on 



Instructional Development has a significant workload, and expanding the formal roster of 
the committee is useful in meeting that workload. 

 

Committee on Libraries (page 10) 
The committee shall consist of eleven members: seven elected from the faculty, including 
one member of the teaching faculty of the regional Palmetto Colleges faculty elected by the 
Palmetto College Campuses Faculty Senate; . . . 

Justification: This change makes it clear that all Palmetto College faculty eligible to serve 
on the committee, including faculty who are librarians. The current language led to 
confusion around who qualifies as “teaching faculty” and what purposes the “teaching” 
constraint serves. 

 

Senate Steering Committee (page 13) 
The committee is composed of the nine chairs of the following committees: Admissions, 
Athletics Advisory, Curricula and Courses, Faculty Advisory, Faculty Budget, Faculty 
Welfare, and Scholastic Standards and Petitions, Information Technology, University 
Committee on Promotion and Tenure, as well as the chair of the Palmetto College 
Campuses Faculty Senate or designee, and one faculty member appointed by the chair of 
the Faculty Senate. 

Justification: The Palmetto College Campuses share a curriculum and a good deal of 
support services with USC-Columbia and are subject to many of many of USC-Columbia’s 
Academic AFairs policies. In practice, the Senate Chair’s appointment is currently used to 
appoint a Palmetto College faculty representative to the Senate Steering Committee. This 
change would codify Palmetto College faculty representation on the committee and allow 
the chair to appoint a separate faculty member to the Senate Steering Committee, which is 
likely to lead to broader faculty representation. 


