
Senate Secretary Eligibility Proposal 
Justification 
This change revises the Senate bylaws to expand eligibility for nomination to Senate 
Secretary to all professional-track and tenure-track faculty. There is a real problem finding 
volunteers to serve as Secretary, and broadening the pool is useful. Based on a review of 
the duties of the Secretary it is unclear what the rationale was for limiting the pool to 
tenured faculty or what it would be for maintaining that constraint. 

Process 
ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS These bylaws may be amended at any regular 
meeting of the Senate by a two-thirds vote, provided that the amendment has been 
submitted in writing at the previous regular meeting (FM 91). 

Suggested Revision 
FM Pages 86-87:  

Section 2. The chair-elect shall be elected at the end of the first year of the chair's two-year 
term, that is, at the end of the latter's second year of service on the Steering Committee. 
Nominations for chair-elect shall be made in accordance with the Guidelines for 
Nomination of Faculty Senate chair. The guidelines spell out the timetable for nomination 
and election. The nomination process begins in February and concludes with balloting at 
the April meeting of the Faculty Senate. Any voting member of the faculty may oZer a 
nomination for chair-elect in accordance with the guidelines for the nomination process. 
Nominations from the floor at the April meeting are precluded. Tenured voting faculty 
members are eligible for nomination and need not be a member of the Senate. However, no 
one whose primary functions are administrative in nature shall be eligible for election to 
chair-elect unless they are willing to resign from their administrative duties. Nominations 
for chair-elect will be reviewed for eligibility by the Faculty Senate Steering Committee at 
the March meeting. Only members of the Senate may vote in the election of the chair-elect. 
The chair-elect shall assume the oZice of chair at the first meeting of the fall (i.e. at the 
beginning of the second year of service on the Steering Committee) and shall preside at 
that meeting. The secretary-elect shall be elected at the beginning of the third year of the 
secretary's three-year term, that is, at the beginning of the fall term and the secretary's 
fourth year of service on the Steering Committee. In this election, the same procedure 
specified for selection of the chair-elect shall apply, though all tenure-track and 
professional-track faculty who have served as faculty for at least three years at USC and 
whose primary functions are not administrative in nature shall be eligible for election to 
secretary-elect. and rules of eligibility specified for selection of the chair-elect shall apply. 



 

Page 91: 

 

ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS These bylaws may be amended at any regular 
meeting of the Senate by a two-thirds vote, provided that the amendment has been 
submitted in writing at the previous regular meeting. 


