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Broad Objectives 
For the AY 2024-2025, the committee on libraries aimed to: 

1. Restructure organization to promote participation and continuity. 
2. Understand how faculty and students perceive the library, with respect to the Thomas Cooper 

Library (TCL) materials project in particular. 
3. Help improve the visibility and perceived functionality of library services and staff. 
4. To provide input for the TCL renovation. 

 
Activity Summary 
Spring/Summer, 2024 
(Objective 1) To increase meeting participation and continuity, we changed the committee 
chairmanship structure to have two co-chairs as opposed to one chair.  Karen McDonnell agreed to 
be co-chair.   The committee voted to have her as co-chair April 2024. 
 
Fall, 2024 
For our initial meeting, Dean David Banush briefly presented the State of the Library.  
Derek Gruner, Associate Vice President of Planning, Design and Construction, met with the 
committee to report on the initial renovation plans for the Thomas Cooper Library (Objective 4). Ideas 
were discussed on how to include faculty and students in the design process. (Objective 2) 
 
Library events such as an academic talk series and other public relations events were also discussed.  
An informal group (Palomares, McDonnell and Robertson) met to brainstorm ways to improve 
communication with the USC community (Objective 3) 
 
Winter, 2025 
The main topic for the second meeting was to discuss public perception of the library.  Sharon Verba, 
Head of Research and Instruction, reported on the challenges and opportunities regarding Library 
Communication (Objective 3).  One challenge is disseminating information through USC’s website 
infrastructure. 
 
Dean Banush reported on the progress of Library initiatives (Objective 2): 

• Received funding for faculty librarian for research support, specifically for Digital Research 
Services group, to support the outreach initiatives for VP for Research. 
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• Started to provide access to Scopus, one of the largest abstract and citation databases. 
• Expanded agreements to Read and Publish agreements to include Elsevier and Cambridge 

University Press journals. The estimated savings to cover APCs for these two publishers may 
be as high as $725,000 per year over the life of the deal (through 2027).  

• Hired new librarians: Brittany Champion as Outreach and Instruction Librarians for the South 
Caroliniana Library. Nick Bambach as the liaison to the School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications and the College of Social Work. 

• Organized The Great Gatsby centennial exhibit (January – Summer) with guided tours, a 
dance and music performances and film showing, and community “read-a-thon”.   

  
Spring, 2025 
The Library had published its impact report for 2024 (Objective 2) :    
https://issuu.com/usclibrary/docs/2024_university_of_south_carolina_impact_report  
 
Members for the Thomas Cooper Library renovations task force were identified to include faculty from 
diverse backgrounds (Objective 4). An initial meeting was held with architectural firms. 
1. David Banush, Dean of University Libraries, Ex Officio 
2. Lydia Brandt, College of Arts & Sciences, School of Visual Arts and Design  
3. Anna Smartwood House, College of Arts & Sciences, School of Visual Arts and Design 
4. Andrew Kaczynski, Arnold School of Public Health 
5. Lyda McCartin, College of Information & Communications, School of Info. Science 
6. Wayne Outen, College of Arts & Sciences, Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry 
7. Otis Owens, College of Social Work 
8. Melanie Palomares, College of Arts & Sciences, Department of Psychology 
9. Michael Stoeltzner, College of Arts & Sciences, Department of Philosophy 
10. Melissa Stuckey, College of Arts & Sciences, Department of History 
 
Summer 2025 
Received grant from CAS Humanities Collaborative (Kate Boyd, Director of Digital Research Services 
and Collections) to help faculty create websites for their research and teaching (Objective 3) 
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