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Report of the Faculty Appellate Panel for the 2024-2025 year

The Faculty Appellate Panel dealt with one grievance case that concerned a promotion denied for
teaching. The panel unanimously concluded that there was sufficient reason for grievance and asked
the President to promote the appellant because of an inadequate consideration of the unit’s teaching
and research criteria and an application of inadmissible criteria in evaluating the teaching. After
consideration of our detailed evidentiary report, the President disagreed with the Panel’s findings.
Thus, the denial of promotion to Full Professor stands.

While this annual report cannot comment on the details of the case, two remarks might be relevant to
the Faculty Senate. For one, it seems that candidates are expected to make a convincing case to
university leadership even if unit criteria are ambiguous and if there are problems with the amount
and quality of evidence assembled by the unit and the college. Moreover, the specific nature of
teaching in some fields, and the comparison between quantitative and qualitative evidence, remain a
problematic issue.

On the general level, the outcome of this case still showed that despite the very detailed procedures
now outlined in the Faculty Manual, the effective role and reach of the Panel within USC is still
unclear. In my three years on the panel and under changing university leadership, we received
different signals. This also concerns the fact, in virtue of the Panel’s apparently broad mandate, many
grievance requests reach the Panel too early and that some must be repackaged as to the different
policies they refer to. Thus, a discussion with the Provost’s Office will be sought when introducing the
newly elected panel members in Fall 2025.

Given the many new panel members in 2024-25, the Panel elected Michael Stoeltzner of the
Department of Philosophy for final year as Chair for the academic year 2025-26.

L

Dr. MicHaeI Stoltzner

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA * COLUMBIA, SC 29208 « 803/777-4166 « FAx 803/777-9178

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY INSTITUTION



