COMMITTEE ON ADMISSIONS

2024 - 2025 Committee Members

Elected
George Roy, College Of Education, Instruc & Techr Education (2025)
Orgul Ozturk, Chair, Darla Moore School Of Business, Economics (2025)

Deepak Bhere, School Of Medicine Columbia, Mdc Path-micro-immunology (2026)

Julie Sease, College Of Pharmacy, College Of Pharmacy (2026)
Alberto Maydeu, College Of Arts And Sciences, Psychology (2027)
Appointed

Richard Verzyl, ex officio, Enrollment Management, Enrollment Management

Christopher Holcomb, College Of Arts And Sciences, English (2025)
Khara Cox, Sumter Campus (2026)
Kunio Hara, School Of Music, School Of Music (2026)

Elizabeth Orehovec, ex officio, Secretary, Admissions

During the 2024-2025 academic year, the committee met three times:

e October 2, 2024
e (October 31, 2024
e February 12,2025



USC Faculty Senate
Committee on Admissions Meeting Agenda
October 2, 2024
Elected
Orgul Ozturk, Chair, Darla Moore School Of Business, Economics

( )
George Roy, College Of Education, Instruc & Techr Education (2025)
Deepak Bhere, School Of Medicine Columbia, Mdc Path-micro-immunology (2026)
Julie Sease, College Of Pharmacy, College Of Pharmacy (2026)
Alberto Maydeu, College Of Arts And Sciences, Psychology (2027)
Appointed
Richard Verzyl, ex officio, Enrollment Management, Enrollment Management
Christopher Holcomb, College Of Arts And Sciences, English (2025)
Khara Cox, Sumter Campus (2026)
Kunio Hara, School Of Music, School Of Music (2026)

Elizabeth Orehovec, ex officio, Secretary, Admissions

Invited
Aaron Marterer, University Registrar

Order of Business

1) Callto Order — Orgul Ozturk
2) New Business: Item for Discussion

Result — The motion was carried and approved by unanimous vote.

Proposed Revision to the Evaluation of Transfer Credits Section of the Academic

Bulletin - https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/undergraduate/policies-
regulations/admissions-policies-procedures/#text

a. Remove “A maximum of 76 semester hours may be transferred for degree credit
from a junior college or two-year institution which is accredited by a regional

association such as the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools” and

allow the “in residence” policy be the to be the driver of transfer work degree
applicability. This policy states that “the last 25% of a student’s degree must be
completed in residence at the University, and at least half of the hours in the
student’s major courses and in the student’s minor courses (if applicable) must

be taken at the University.”

Proposed Revision to the Evaluation of Transfer Credits Section of the Academic
Bulletin


https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/undergraduate/policies-regulations/admissions-policies-procedures/#text
https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/undergraduate/policies-regulations/admissions-policies-procedures/#text

The academic bulletin currently states “A maximum of 76 semester hours may be
transferred for degree credit from a junior college or two-year institution which is
accredited by a regional association such as the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools.” We propose the deletion of this statement, which will allow the “in residence”
policy be the to be the driver of transfer work degree applicability; this policy states that
“the last 25% of a student’s degree must be completed in residence at the University, and
at least half of the hours in the student’s major courses and in the student’s minor courses
(if applicable) must be taken at the University.”

We propose this change to become more transfer friendly because many students enrolled
in the S.C. Technical College System, especially those in health care programs, may
complete more than 76 credit hours of transferrable, degree applicable coursework. For
example, Midlands Technical College’s Associate Degree in Nursing program is 68 credit
hours, but due to having a waiting list for admission, students are encouraged to complete
additional courses that transfer towards general education requirements so these students
complete more than the 68 hours required for the associate’s degree and could then
transfer up to 90 hours of credit applicable to the RN-BSN program (the maximum that
would be allowed under the in-residence policy).

Bulletin Section with Proposed Edits in Tracked Changes

Evaluation of Transfer Credits

Transfer credits to USC must be from regionally accredited institutions for academic
courses completed with grades of C- or better. Applicability of credits toward a particular
degree is determined by the college or major in which the student enrolls. The number of
credits acceptable to the University and the number which may apply toward a particular
degree may differ.

Students transferring from non-accredited colleges may be allowed to validate credit after
admission to the University. Details of the validation procedure vary and may be obtained
from the dean’s office of the college in which the student is enrolled.

Original records are required for courses exempted at a previous college. Exemption credit
or acceptance of transfer credit by another college has no bearing on the evaluation of
transfer credit at the University of South Carolina.

Students transferring to the University from another college or university must, before
enrolling in class at the University, have their transcripts evaluated by the University. It is
only in the light of such evaluation that students will know definitively the transferability
and equivalency of each transfer course. Degree applicability will be determined by the
college or schoolin which the student is enrolled.

Transferability refers to the conditions under which the University accepts credit for
inclusion in the student’s record. Transfer courses must have been taken at a regionally
accredited post - secondary institution, or, if taken at a foreign post-secondary institution,
have been recommended by a NACES - member external evaluation service. Coursework
classified as remedial by the University will appear on the student’s record, but will not be
used to determine admission eligibility or a transfer GPA. Exceptions to this rule may be
made by the Office of the Registrar when state scholarship eligibility rules require
inclusion.



Equivalency entails equating transfer credit, both in hours and content, to University of
South Carolina coursework. The Registrar’s Office works with USC colleges and schools to
coordinate the process of transfer evaluation to equate transfer courses directly to courses
in the USC course catalog; to subject codes which represent subjects not offered at USC;
or to subject codes that identify courses as remedial/technical/non-accredited
coursework. A list of transfer equivalencies for the Columbia catalog of courses can be
found here.

Applicability of credit toward a degree refers to the prerogative of academic divisions to
count specific credit toward the fulfillment of a student’s degree requirements. The
student’s college or school of enrollment is responsible for determining applicability.
However, a transfer course is not applicable towards any University of South Carolina
academic program or degree if:

1. The transfer course was essentially remedial in nature (example: Developmental
English).

2. The transfer course was occupational or technical in nature (examples: welding,
paralegal, radiography courses).

3. Agrade lower than 2.0 on a 4 point scale, or equivalent, was earned in the transfer
course.

4. The transfer course was taken by a degree-seeking University of South Carolina
student without prior approval as described in the Earning Credit in Transient Status
section of this bulletin.

5. The transfer course was taken while a student was on an academic suspension
from the university.

6. The student received any grade other than W an equivalent course at this university,
unless the student was enrolled full time at least one year at the transfer institution.

Exceptions to the rules of applicability may be made only by petition to the dean for
undergraduate studies of the College or School in which the student is majoring.
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A maximum of 30 semester hours of credit by correspondence and credit awarded for
educational experiences in the military may be applied toward meeting the requirements
for a baccalaureate degree. The 30 semester hours of credit which may be awarded for
educational experiences in the military should be in accordance with recommendations
published by the American Council on Education and be consistent with University policy
on the transfer of credit but will only be applied to a degree program upon the approval of
the dean of the college from which the degree is to be awarded.

Veteran students may receive credit toward graduation for training received under many of
the armed forces college training programs. University credit also may be given for
specialized and technical training done under the auspices of the armed forces and for
courses taken through the United States Armed Forces Institute/DANTES. This training may
be accepted by the University for credit only if it is at the college level, if it is approved by
the University, and if it is appropriate to the particular University course of study in which
the student enrolls. Armed forces training will not be evaluated until the applicant has been


http://registrar.sc.edu/html/transfertable.stm

accepted for admission; however, credentials should be submitted with the admission
application. No credit is given for high-school or college-level GED tests.

(Information regarding educational benefits to veterans and the children of deceased or
disabled veterans may be found in the section on financial aid. Additional information for
veterans is available from the Office of Veteran Student Services, University of South
Carolina Columbia.)

A maximum of 30 semester hours of credit earned while classified as a nondegree special
student in the University may be applied toward meeting the requirements for a
baccalaureate degree.

A student planning to pursue work at other institutions or through correspondence must
complete this work before attaining senior classification (90 semester hours).

Courses completed at any institution while the student is suspended by the University will
not be accepted toward a degree at USC. All college-level coursework attempted under
academic suspension will be used to evaluate a student’s eligibility for admission.



USC Faculty Senate
Committee on Admissions Meeting Agenda
October 31, 2024
Elected
Orgul Ozturk, Chair, Darla Moore School Of Business, Economics

( )
George Roy, College Of Education, Instruc & Techr Education (2025)
Deepak Bhere, School Of Medicine Columbia, Mdc Path-micro-immunology (2026)
Julie Sease, College Of Pharmacy, College Of Pharmacy (2026)
Alberto Maydeu, College Of Arts And Sciences, Psychology (2027)
Appointed
Richard Verzyl, ex officio, Enrollment Management, Enrollment Management
Christopher Holcomb, College Of Arts And Sciences, English (2025)
Khara Cox, Sumter Campus (2026)
Kunio Hara, School Of Music, School Of Music (2026)

Elizabeth Orehovec, ex officio, Secretary, Admissions
Invited

Jed Lyons, MCEC

Jamie Turner, MCEC

Order of Business

1) Callto Order — Orgul Ozturk
2) New Business: Item for Discussion

Result — The motion was carried and approved by unanimous vote.

Proposed Change to MCEC Undergraduate Admissions Policy
Approved and Moved by Academic Standards and Petitions Committee
August 30, 2024

Proposal
Eliminate the transfer admissions requirement of “C or better in MATH 141” for the
“engineering” programs in the Molinaroli College of Engineering and Computing.

Current Policy

Admission requirements and processes for freshman, transfer students, and former
students seeking readmission are managed by the Office of Undergraduate Admissions.
Transfer applicants from regionally accredited colleges and universities must have a
minimum cumulative 2.75 GPA on a 4.00 scale to enter the Molinaroli College of
Engineering and Computing. In addition, transfer applicants for the Aerospace
Engineering, Biomedical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Computer
Engineering, Electrical Engineering, or Mechanical Engineering majors must also have
completed a four semester-hour calculus course equivalent to MATH 141 with a grade of



“C” or better. Current University of South Carolina students who wish to enter the College
of Engineering and Computing, and former students seeking readmission, must have an
institutional GPA of 2.50 or better on at least 15 hours earned at USC. In addition, such
applicants for the Aerospace Engineering, Biomedical Engineering, Chemical Engineering,
Civil Engineering, Computer Engineering, Electrical Engineering, or Mechanical Engineering
majors must also have completed a four semester-hour calculus course equivalent to
MATH 141 with a grade of “C” or better.

Proposed Policy

Admission requirements and processes for freshman, transfer students, and former
students seeking readmission are managed by the Office of Undergraduate Admissions.
Transfer applicants from regionally accredited colleges and universities must have a
minimum cumulative 2.75 GPA on a 4.00 scale to enter the Molinaroli College of
Engineering and Computing. Current University of South Carolina students, and former
students seeking readmission, must have an institutional GPA of 2.50 or better on at least
15 hours earned at USC.

Justification

MATH 141 has been a transfer admissions requirement since at least the 1990s. A number
of changes have occurred that suggest this is no longer needed, and that it can be an
obstacle for otherwise qualified students to begin to make progress towards their ultimate
degree. These include:

e The registration system now enforces prerequisites. Students can no longer register for
aclass if MATH 141 is a pre/coreq unless they have it. We do not need to screen
students at admissions for this purpose.

e The university has a more robust math placement test, better ensuring that students
that are not Calculus-ready are only able to register for appropriate coursework.

e There are more options for transfer students to enroll full-time even if they have not
completed MATH 141. General education requirements increased with the introduction
of Carolina Core. In addition, in most programs there are more other degree
requirements that do not require Calculus.

e Advisingis professionalized. The college’s Undergraduate Academic Advisors are
equipped to advise transfer students for timely degree completion, regardless of
previous academic records.

e Students not admitted to MCEC are still admitted to the university, where they are
advised either by a generalist in the University Advising Center, or by an advisor from a
program in another college. These advisors are less equipped to advise students
towards MCEC degree completion. We end up unofficially advising many of these
students anyway, which doubles the total amount of advising cost to the university.

e Current university procedures do not provide a process for otherwise qualified transfer
students to petition for a waiver of admissions criteria. Some students or their parents



may find a way to the college petitions process, but most do not. Criteria and
processes that promote equity are preferred.

Standardizing the admissions criteria for the college will reduce the number of students
attempting to “sneak in a back door,” for example by declaring Computer Science when
their goalis Electrical Engineering. We will be better able to advise and guide students

towards timely degree completion if their declared major matches their intended major.

Proposed Revision to the Transfer and System Transfer Admissions Requirement
for all MCEC majors that currently require students to have completed a calculus
course equivalent to MATH 141 with a grade of “C” or better. MCEC is requesting to
remove the calculus component of the admissions requirement.

Current Requirement: Transfer applicants from regionally accredited colleges and
universities must have a cumulative 2.75 GPA on a 4.00 scale to enter the College of
Engineering and Computing. In addition, transfer applicants for the Aerospace
Engineering, Biomedical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering, Computer
Engineering, Electrical Engineering, or Mechanical Engineering majors must also have
completed a four semester-hour calculus course equivalent to MATH 141 with a grade of
“C” or better.

Current University of South Carolina students who wish to enter the College of Engineering
and Computing, and former students seeking readmission, must have an institutional GPA
of 2.50 or better on at least 15 hours earned at USC. In addition, such applicants for the
Aerospace Engineering, Biomedical Engineering, Chemical Engineering, Civil Engineering,
Computer Engineering, Electrical Engineering, or Mechanical Engineering majors must also
have completed a four semester-hour calculus course equivalent to MATH 141 with a
grade of “C” or better.

Proposed Requirement: Transfer applicants from regionally accredited colleges and
universities must have a minimum cumulative 2.75 GPA on a 4.00 scale to enter the
Molinaroli College of Engineering and Computing. Current University of South Carolina
students, and former students seeking readmission, must have an institutional GPA of 2.50
or better on at least 15 hours earned at USC.


https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/search/?P=MATH%20141
https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/search/?P=MATH%20141

USC Faculty Senate
Committee on Admissions Meeting Agenda
February 12, 2025
Elected
Orgul Ozturk, Chair, Darla Moore School Of Business, Economics

( )
George Roy, College Of Education, Instruc & Techr Education (2025)
Deepak Bhere, School Of Medicine Columbia, Mdc Path-micro-immunology (2026)
Julie Sease, College Of Pharmacy, College Of Pharmacy (2026)
Alberto Maydeu, College Of Arts And Sciences, Psychology (2027)
Appointed
Richard Verzyl, ex officio, Enrollment Management, Enrollment Management
Christopher Holcomb, College Of Arts And Sciences, English (2025)
Khara Cox, Sumter Campus (2026)
Kunio Hara, School Of Music, School Of Music (2026)

Elizabeth Orehovec, ex officio, Secretary, Admissions

Order of Business

1) Callto Order — Orgul Ozturk
2) New Business: Item for Discussion

Committee members reviewed Test-Optional data from the past several years. Data
showed that students who enroll as test-optional do as well as students who submit
SAT/ACT scores. Retention has improved. A motion was made to continue test optional and
continue to review data on an annual basis.

Result — The motion was carried and approved by unanimous vote.



