Draft Charge: Ad-Hoc Committee on Promoting Affordable Access to Course Materials

Following from the University’s commitment to accessibility, affordability, and inclusion,
the Ad-Hoc Committee on Promoting Affordable Access to Course Materials is charged
with developing recommendations for promoting affordable access to course materials.
This committee will work from the principle that no USC student should be constrained in
their academic pursuits because they cannot afford required course materials. While
respecting the academic freedom of faculty to select the course materials that best serve
the learning outcomes of their courses, the committee will identify and examine current
support for affordable access to course materials at USC and identify potential strategies
for increasing affordable access, including but not limited to reducing the cost of course
materials to students, expanding the use of Open Educational Resources and library-
licensed resources, and providing students with information and support that allows them
to access the course materials they need for the courses they want.

The committee will prepare and deliver a report to the Faculty Senate by the end of the Fall
2025 semester that accomplishes the following:

1. Identifies Barriers to Affordable Access to Course Materials and Their Impact on
the Students and Student Learning

2. ldentifies and Assesses Established and Emergent Strategies and Support for
Promoting Affordable Access to Course Materials Employed by USC

3. Identifies and Assesses Consensus Best Practices for Promoting Affordable
Access to Course Materials in Higher Ed

4. Recommends Specific Strategies and Support for Promoting Affordable Access to
Course Materials at USC and Suggests a Timeline for Implementation

The committee shall consist of seven faculty members, including four Faculty Senators
appointed by the Faculty Senate Chair, as well as one designee each, chosen from their
elected faculty members, of the Committee on Instructional Development, the Committee
on Libraries, and the Bookstore Committee. Ex officio members shall include an appointee
of the Student Senate, and one designee each from University Libraries and GARNET.



