MOTION TO AMEND A STANDING RULE

CURRENT LANGUAGE:

RULE IV - ORDER OF BUSINESS
The order of business in the Faculty Senate shall be as follows:
1. corrections to and approval of minutes;
2. reports of officers, to include reports of the President and any Vice-Presidents of the University who have matters to report to the Faculty Senate;
3. reports of faculty committees, in the following order:
Athletics
Curricula and Courses     			Grievance
Faculty Senate Steering    			Faculty Welfare
Faculty Advisory Student    		Faculty Relations
Scholastic Standards and Petitions    	Honorary Degrees
Faculty and Board Liaison     		Board of Governors, Faculty House
Admissions
4. reports of special committees;
5. report of the Secretary;
6. special orders (including elections);
7. unfinished business;
8. new business;
9. announcements.

RULE V – AGENDA
Section 1. An agenda shall be prepared and circulated to each member of the University faculty before each regular meeting of the Faculty Senate, along with the minutes of the previous meeting, at least three (3) working days prior to such meetings. In order to accomplish this purpose, chairs of standing or special committees, and individual members of the Senate who have business to bring before the Senate shall so notify the Secretary of the Senate by no later than the twentieth (20) of the month preceding the meeting at which such business is to be presented. Failure to notify the Secretary in time to include an item of business on the printed agenda shall not bar consideration of such item, but priority shall be given to the business on the published agenda.
Section 2. Members of the University Faculty who are not members of the Senate but who wish the Senate to consider a matter which would otherwise not appear on the published agenda shall notify the Secretary, who shall list the matter as a request for consideration. 

Section 3. The Senate shall not give final consideration to any substantive legislative matters not included on the published agenda of the meeting at which introduced, unless by a two-thirds vote the Senate shall agree to consider such matters.

PROPOSED LANGUAGE:

RULE IV - ORDER OF BUSINESS
The order of business in the Faculty Senate shall be as follows:
1. corrections to and approval of minutes;
2. regular reports of the President and Provost, and any Vice-Presidents of the University who have other matters to report to the Faculty Senate;
3. invited guest speakers;
4. reports of standing committees, in the order set forth in the agenda:
5. reports of special committees, in the order set forth in the agenda;
6. report of the Secretary;
7. report of the Chair;
8. special orders (including elections);
9. unfinished business;
10. new business;
11. announcements and good of the order.

RULE V – AGENDA
Section 1. An agenda shall be prepared and circulated to each member of the University faculty before each regular meeting of the Faculty Senate, along with the minutes of the previous meeting, at least three (3) working days prior to such meetings. In order to accomplish this purpose, chairs of standing or special committees, and individual members of the Senate who have business to bring before the Senate shall so notify the Secretary of the Senate by no later than the twentieth (20) of the month preceding the meeting at which such business is to be presented. Failure to notify the Secretary in time to include an item of business on the printed agenda shall not bar consideration of such item, but priority shall be given to the business on the published agenda.
Section 2. The order in which standing and special committee reports are to be presented at each meeting shall be determined by the Chair and set forth in the agenda.
Section 3. Members of the University Faculty who are not members of the Senate but who wish the Senate to consider a matter which would otherwise not appear on the published agenda shall notify the Secretary, who shall list the matter as a request for consideration. 

Section 4. The Senate shall not give final consideration to any substantive legislative matters not included on the published agenda of the meeting at which introduced, unless by a two-thirds vote the Senate shall agree to consider such matters.

RATIONAL:
The existing standing rules require us to follow an out-of-date order of business that does not match our current practice or needs.  For example, it both lists several committees that no longer exist and omits several existing committees.  The changes above are also designed to embody the Senate’s current practice by placing guest speakers, moving the Chair’s report to the end of the reports, cleaning up the committee list, and tying the order of committee reports to the circulated agenda.  
Regarding committee reports, the intent is also to eliminate the need to amend an itemized committee list in the standing rules every time a committee is created or dissolved.  It also allows the Chair flexibility to prioritize committees bringing important matters before the Senate while still providing notice of the order of reports to the senators.
