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AFAM HAS 5 CAROLINA CORE COURSES

AFAM 200
Freedom Papers: Narratives of Race 

and Nation
VSR

AFAM 201

Introduction to African American 

Studies: Social and Historical 

Foundations

GSS
Overlay 

Eligible

AFAM 202
Introduction to African-American 

Studies
AIU

Overlay 

Eligible

AFAM 218

Convergence and Divergence in 

African American and Jewish 

Relations: Historical and 

Contemporary

GSS

   or

VSR

Overlay 

Eligible

AFAM 355 Race and Ethnic Relations GSS
Overlay 

Eligible

"The Lamp" by Romare Bearden, 1954

https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/search/?P=AFAM%20200
https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/search/?P=AFAM%20201
https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/search/?P=AFAM%20202
https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/search/?P=AFAM%20218
https://academicbulletins.sc.edu/search/?P=AFAM%20355


YOU CAN . . . WITH AFAM!

Who Are We? Here at USC the Department of African American Studies, we study and teach about Black experiences 

in an interdisciplinary field that examines the history, culture, beliefs and actions of people of African 

descent in the United States and across the world. And we intersect this knowledge with broader 

understandings of ethnicity, culture, and many other experiences.  We have been promoting excellence 

at USC for 55 years.

Why Major in AFAM? With a major or minor in African American Studies you concentrate on fascinating courses that expose 

you to vital knowledge, and you are mentored by an internationally distinguished faculty who care 

deeply about your academic as well as career success. A major, double major, or minor – all options.

Who are AFAM’s 

faculty?

We are a faculty of 15 scholars who are experts in Anthropology, Art & Art History, Education, Dance, 

History, Literature, Music, Sociology & Criminology, Psychology, or Political Science. We actively 

connect you to academic, scholarship, research, and career opportunities.

What are AFAM 

scholarship and career 

opportunities?

We have a paid internship with the Central Carolina Community Foundation, and more internship 

opportunities are coming online in 2026. Employers seek students who have majors or minors because 

we help you further sharpen your analytical, critical-thinking, communication, leadership, and 

creative/artistic skills. And we have several scholarships available to majors and/or minors – Willie 

Harriford Scholarship, Grace Jordan McFadden Award, and Rick and Rory Ackerman Scholarship.

Who are AFAM alumni? Graduates of our program have had a very wide range of successful careers such as in business, 

medicine, health services, law, politics, higher education, and journalism.

Degree requirements? For a BA in African American Studies, you must earn 28 credit hours along with other university and 

college requirements.



AFAM SCHOLARSHIPS (WILL POST DEADLINES SOON)

• Willie Harriford, Jr. Scholarship: Provides support to AFAM majors who are 
in good standing and who have demonstrated financial need. (At least $500) 
– a scholarship available to First Year & Transfer Students

• Grace Jordan McFadden Award: Recognizes excellence and advancement 
in African American studies’ scholarship; encourages and promotes the study 
of diverse aspects of African American culture, life and history, and provides 
financial scholarships to students who pursue a AFAM course of study 
(Majors & minors). (At least $500 award)

• Rick & Rory Ackerman Scholarship: Provides support to AFAM majors 
who are in good standing and who have demonstrated financial need. ($500 
per semester | $1,000 per year)



AFAM FACULTY & STAFF

Joe Grant  Larry Watson

Adjunct Professor Adjunct Professor 

Claire Jiménez 
Assistant Professor, English 

Language & Literature

& Interim Chair & Vice-Chair

Lindsay Arave
Administrative Coordinator







FOR MORE INFORMATION…

Contact: Dr. Nancy Tolson, Director 
of Undergraduate Studies

Email:     tolsonn@mailbox.sc.edu 

mailto:tolsonn@mailbox.sc.edu
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