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Relieve Us of This Burthen is the first book-length study of Continental soldiers, officers,
and militiamen held as prisoners of war by the British in the South during the American
Revolution. Carl P. Borick focuses his study on the period 1780–82, when British forces
most actively campaigned in the South. He gives a detailed examination of the various hardships of imprisonment and efforts to assist and exchange prisoners while also
chronicling events and military policies that affected prisoners during and after captivity.
As have prisoners of any war, captives in the Revolution suffered both physical and
mental adversities during their imprisonments, and the impact often stayed with them
after their release. Many escaped their captors or broke paroles to fight again. Others
were exchanged; still others enlisted in British forces sent to the West Indies; and many
died in prison. Because of the intense combat in South Carolina, more Americans were
taken prisoner there than elsewhere across the Southern Department. Borick concentrates much of his narrative on Charleston and the lowcountry. Some six thousand Continentals, militia, and seamen were captured when Charleston surrendered in May 1780,
the largest number of prisoners taken during a single operation. Occupied Charleston
became the key prisoner depot for the British in the South.
Borick also explores British recruiting efforts among prisoners, particularly by the Duke
of Cumberland’s Regiment, raised from prisoners kept in Charleston for service in the
West Indies against the French and Spanish. That regiment’s experiences during and after
the war were far different from those of other American soldiers in the Revolutionary War.
Relieve Us of This Burthen makes groundbreaking use of the Revolutionary War Pension
and Bounty Land Warrant Application files, which have been underutilized with regard to
understanding the history of prisoners of war. Borick’s careful reading of the pension files
reveals much about what men went through and how they endured in captivity.

Carl P. Borick is the assistant director
of the Charleston Museum in Charleston, South Carolina. He is the author of
A Gallant Defense: The Siege of Charleston, 1780, which won the 2003 George
C. Rogers Jr. Award of the South Carolina Historical Society for best book in
South Carolina history.

January 2012, 192 pages, 17 illus.

Method of payment:
_____ Check or money order (payable to USC Press in United States dollars)

Send me ______ copy/copies
(cl, 978-1-61117-039-9, $29.95 each) ______

Credit Card: ____ American Express ____ Discover ____ Mastercard ____ Visa
Account number: _____________________________________ Exp. date: ________
Signature: ____________________________________________________________

SC residents add 7% sales tax ______

Name (please print): ________________________________ Phone: ____________
Shipping address: ______________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

*add $6.00 for first book,
$2.00 for each additional book

Shipping and handling* ______

TOTAL ______

CODE AUFR

718 Devine Street, Columbia, South Carolina 29208
800-768-2500 • Fax 800-868-0740 • www.uscpress.com

