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Transfer students’ schedules not prioritized
By Helen Moore

Transfer and study abroad stu-
dents enrolling at Grady are often 
unable to get many of their desired 
classes. The classes they request are 
full of returning students who are 
prioritized in the scheduling pro-
cess. 

Class spots are filled on a first-
come, first-served basis. When 
abroad students return to Grady 
or transfer students enroll, they are 
the last to request their schedule.

“I think that it is harder for new 
students because all the classes they 
want get full because of the high 
demand from returning students,” 
said sophomore Marissa Payne-
Owens, who transferred from 
Gilmer High School her freshman 
year. “They don’t really leave room 
for new students, which is under-
standable when having so many 
students. But at the end of the day, 
it’s unfair to someone.”

According to Assistant Principal 
Willie Vincent, there are provisions 
to accommodate newly enrolled or 
study abroad students. On the re-
quest form for AP classes, the final 
question asks if the student will be 
involved in a program away from 
Grady. By answering “yes” to this 
question or through emailing the 

school, students can notify their 
counselors of their plans to tempo-
rarily leave.   

“I will do my best to hold seats 
in those classes, if possible, and 
know what their elective options 
are,” Vincent said. “So we put 
something in place so we can sort 
of accommodate to them.” 

Many students are unaware of 
what they can do to increase their 
chances of getting the classes they 
want.

“I think it is working okay,” 
Vincent said. “For example, [with] 
the classes that get crowded re-
ally quickly, we legally cannot hold 
seats for students who are not en-
rolled.”

Students who studied abroad, 
such as junior Emily Brown, who 
spent last semester in France, have 
shared similar schedule difficulties 
as transfer students. 

“When I came back, they told 
me a lot of the classes I wanted 
were full,” Brown said. 

Students studying abroad are 
considered to be unenrolled from 
Grady. 

“Students who are studying 
abroad or studying at the Outdoor 
Academy are sort of in this weird 
limbo,” Vincent said. “They sort of 

think they might come back. They 
are sort of still attached, but they 
are not enrolled at Grady.” 

When junior Jordan Tucker 
transferred from Woodward Acad-
emy, she was not enrolled in the 
AP US History class she had re-
quested. 

“I haven’t really been able to fix 
any part of my schedule,” Tucker 
said. 

Tucker emailed administration 
multiple times over the first weeks 
of school to switch into AP US 
History,  but her efforts were un-
successful. 

“We always have to tell people 
membership has its privileges,” 
Vincent said. “The children who 
are here get the seats first, and then 
we just try our best until we run 
out of spaces.” 

According to Vincent, the state 
sets class size limits. If the class size 
exceeds the limit, it is a safety issue 
and the school may even lose fund-
ing for that class. 

“Grady is a popular school,” 
Vincent said. “Our enrollment is 
through the roof, and when it is 
full, unfortunately, it is just full.” 

Payne-Owens believes there is 
another way to approach this over-
crowding problem. 

“I understand the issue, but 
I still think they should try to 
provide more alternatives,” said 
Payne-Owens. “If a student is 
looking for a certain level of aca-

demic rigor, then there should 
be more options available that 
would look just as good as the 
class the student originally want-
ed to take.” p
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By Aidan Downey
Student attendance, at this time a year 

ago, was 95.3 percent and has now in-
creased to 96 percent as the administra-
tion has made attendance rates a priority.

Last school year, Grady’s student tar-
dies totaled close to 20,000, with approx-
imately 15,000 tallied during first period. 
This year, the staff started strict atten-
dance enforcement early in the year in an 
attempt to decrease first-period tardies. 

“I’ve heard more this year from teach-
ers about first period tardiness,” Principal 
Dr. Betsy Bockman said. “It’s a burden 
on the teachers to have to keep up with 
kids that are late and missing work, but 
first period tardies are disruptive to the 
rhythm of the class and instruction.”

Chronic absenteeism, when a student 
misses at least 10 percent of school days 
due to any type of absence, is a nation-
wide issue. Twenty percent of U.S. public 
high school students were chronically ab-
sent in the 2013-2014 school year; 17.8 
percent of Grady students were chroni-
cally absent during that year. This rate de-
creased slightly in 2015 to 17.2 percent. 

While Grady’s chronic absenteeism is 
lower than the national average, Atlanta 
Public Schools’ rate of 17 percent in 2013 
exceeded the national average of 13 per-
cent and increased to 20 percent in 2015, 
according to the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Civil Rights Data Collection, 
which has not released a 2015 national 
average.

APS is aware of the issue and is trying 
to improve attendance with new strate-
gies: encouraging schools to create atten-
dance teams; training administrators on 
attendance protocol; establishing an audit 
protocol: messaging families, according 
to the APS Office of Communications.

During the 2013-2014 school year, 
Grady’s total unexcused tardies totaled 
12,515, the lowest total in the past eight 

school years. However, in the 2017-2018 
school year, Dr. Bockman improved 
methods for monitoring student atten-
dance and found its highest numbers 
in recorded history: 19,478. The school 
cracked down on attendance, establishing 
guidelines for late students.

“Last year’s data was the most accurate 
that we have done as it relates to tardies,” 
Byron Barnes, the school’s business man-

ager, said. “In the past, when buses were 
late, we gave them (students) passes but 
didn’t record the data. We started that 
when [former Principal Timothy] Guiney 
left, but last year, we had a full year of 
capturing those tardies.”

Students often write other students’ 
names when signing in to the tardy sheet 
in the morning, so Assistant Principal 
Raymond Dawson created a plan to use 

student ID’s to check into school when 
late. The process to enforce this proce-
dure is lengthy and will not be used until 
next year.

While Grady’s attendance has im-
proved, other district schools struggle to 
make progress.

“For APS, our attendance has tradition-
ally been high, with Grady and North At-
lanta high schools coming in at the top 
of the list attendance-wise,” Barnes said. 

Grady’s administration focuses on first-
period tardy and attendance metrics rath-
er than students skipping class because 
skipping happens at a lower rate.

“The number of students we know that 
are class cutters is very small compared 
to how many are actually late every day,” 
Barnes said.

Barnes prepares data on attendance, tar-
dies, discipline and academics. He tracks 
student attendance monthly and prepares 
weekly reports of unexcused absences in 
first period.  

“The biggest challenge that we have is 
the number of students coming to school 
late everyday,” Barnes said. “I identify 
those students who have been tardy three 
or more days within a given week, and 
then I pass that information to an admin-
istrator so that discipline can be issued.”

Dr. Bockman attributed the high tardy 
rate to students getting up late, stopping 
on the way, parents dropping students 
off late and students coming from out of 
district. The staff further instituted new 
changes this year as well while also trying 
to jump on consequences quicker.

“The first 20 minutes are the heaviest,” 
Dr. Bockman said. “If a child needs to eat 
breakfast, then it adds more time. This 
year we have tried to do some different 
things.” p

New attendance policies increase punctuality

T A R D Y  T R O U B L E S :  S t u d e n t s  h a v e  t o 
wait in line in order to get tardy passes 
t o  g o  t o  t h e i r  f i r s t  p e r i o d  c l a s s e s . 

SMILES FOR SIGNATURES: Parent volunteers, such as Paula Ward, help issue tardy 
slips for sophomore Christian Bryant and other students with excused late bus passes.
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TIME FLYING BY: S tudent ’s  tardy passes 
must be time stamped  by officals. These 
stamps are later checked by their teachers.   

For the full story, visit 
thesoutherneronline.com


