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Knowing 
your roots is 

something that usually 
is taught to us by our 
parents or guardians 
at a young age. We are 
told stories of how our 
family members before 
us struggled through 
oppression and fought 
for their freedom. How 
they came here with 
an idea to make their 
future family be their 
successor. 

My parents, like 
many other immigrant 
parents, have worked 

hard to build a home 
for their kids and to 
give their children the 
things they did not 
have the privilege of 
having. They went 
through many hungry 
sleepless nights 
wondering was it all 
worth it to leave a place 
they’ve known their 
entire life to a country 
where they know 
nothing but how to 
work.

Being a first 
generation American 
in today’s society can 
be rough. At a very 
early age Hispanic 
children born in 
America become young 
translators. Because 
of this, anywhere we 
go we automatically 
become protective of 

our parents. We do 
not want somebody 
to ridicule our parents 
because of their accent 
or their broken English. 
At the end, it hurts 
us because we know 
what the other person 
is doing and we know 
our parents are trying 
really hard to get their 
point across.

It can be harsh 
in situations like 
grocery shopping due 
to our only means 
of communication is 
speaking a different 
language. Society 
around us then 
believes that we are 
talking about them 
and then we get the 
common phrase,”We 
are in America, 
speak English”. We 

should not have to 
feel ashamed or be 
ashamed to speak 
our first language. A 
language that rolled 
off our tongues so 
fluently is now being 
forgotten by younger 
generations.

Education is 
something my parents 
have drilled into my 
siblings and my head 
that it is the most 
important thing that 
no one could ever take 
from us. My parents 
did not have the 
opportunity to have 
a proper education 
because from a young 
age they were put to 
work or they were 
taking care of their 
younger siblings. They 
have always instilled 

into us that school, as 
much as we hate it is 
our ticket to amazing 
opportunities and to 
be and do greater than 
them.

Though it may be 
difficult our parents 
always taught us to 
stay humble to wait for 
the blessing because 
they are coming for 
people who work 
for it. My parents, 
even through these 
especially rough times 
we are living in the 
moment, have always 
stayed positive. My 
dad tells me that the 
best way to beat a 
person who spews 
hate is to stay silent 
and prove that you are 
better than them. 

First Person 
Perspective: 

Student explains role of being first generation American 
43% of first-
generation Latino 
children, 21% 
of those in the 
second generation 
and 5% in the 
third generation 
or higher are not 
fluent in English.

69% of first-
generation Latino 
children live in 
married-couple 
families, compared 
with 73% of 
second-generation 
children and just 
52% in the third 
generation or 
higher.

that they can’t raise a 
kid the same way as 
they would over there,” 
Okuro said.

Okuro’s family 
brings the lifestyle 
and culture that they 
once enjoyed in Kenya 
into the United States. 
As you would expect, 
the food, clothing and 
language is not what 
you would see in 
everyday America.

“They have to get 
used to a lot of things 
being super processed. 
Everything in Kenya 
is natural. If you eat 
chicken, then you 
probably just saw the 
chicken like running 
around outside and 
now it’s on your plate,” 
Okuro said. “Whenever 
I have friends over, 
I always order pizza 
because the food in my 
house is not normal to 
them. The language is 
also different. We still 
speak it in the house so 
that hasn’t changed and 
I think in the language. 
What we wear differs 
from Americans. You 
can occasionally catch 
my mom wearing 
some really traditional 
clothing.”

Although Kenyan 
culture is fascinating, 
sometimes pressure 
can get to Okuro as she 
continues to advance 

Diversity is 
present all 

throughout America, 
whether it is through 
race, sex, religions, 
or other attributes. 
Second-generation-
Americans know all 
about diversity as they 
are the first in their 
family to be born in 
America, rather than 
their family’s native 
country. 

Second-generation-
American families 
carry their traditions 
along with them as 
they live the American 
dream.

Junior Ruth 
Okuro is a second-
generation-American, 
whose parents were 
born in Kenya, who 
has experienced this 
firsthand. As you can 
imagine, Kenya heavily 
differs from America, 
and that is definitely 
something Okuro’s 
family had to adapt to.

“It’s really different 
because the way that 
kids grow up in Kenya 
is way different from 
here. So sometimes 
my parents will switch 
between culture in 
Kenya and culture here 
and they have to realize 

in her 
education. 
Education 
was not as 
much of an 
essential 
requirement 
in Kenya 
as it is in 
America. 
In fact, 
according to 
The United 
Nations 
International 
Children’s 
Emergency 
Fund, 
around 38 
percent of 
Kenya’s 
adult 
population is 
illiterate.

“The standards 
in Kenya are a lot 
different than here. 
They appreciate school 
a lot more than we 
do in America, so 
sometimes I feel some 
pressure to do really 
well in school just 
because it’s such a big 
opportunity,” Okuro 
said.

Sophomore Shayma 
Arrabi is also a second-
generation-American 
who has faced similar 
obstacles to Okuro, but 
her family comes from 
the Middle Eastern 
country, Yemen. Yemen 
did not have medical 

facilities, so 
Shayma’s 
siblings were 
delivered in 
their home. 
Despite this, 
Arradi felt 
almost all 
the same 
pressures 
that Okuro 
was facing 
during her 
life.

“I will 
have to 
graduate 
because 
my parents 
didn’t get 
to graduate 
back then, 
and my 

parents put so much 
pressure on me and my 
little sisters to graduate 
because they want us to 
do what they couldn’t 
do,” Arradi said. 

Similar to Okuro, 
Arradi’s family remains 
traditional to their 
culture at home. Eating 
on tabletops is to be 
expected in America, 
but Arradi’s family 
would disagree. 

“We don’t eat on 
a table, we eat on the 
floor. Even now like at 
home, we still have that 
tradition. My cousins 
house has a table, but 
they just can’t use it 
because they aren’t 

used to it,” Arradi said.
Arradi’s religion 

can also take a toll on 
her life from time to 
time. Being a Muslim 
American, she is often 
given inconsiderate 
and obscene looks from 
bystanders. Her hijab is 
one factor contributing 
to this. Hijabs are a 
religious traditional 
head and neck covering 
worn by many Muslim 
females when in the 
presence of males. They 
are worn as a way to 
remain modest.

“If a big group of 
us go out in public 
wearing our hijabs, we 
get stared down a lot. 
No one has been cruel 
to my face, but you can 
kind of tell by the looks 
they give you,” Arradi 
said. 

Although wearing 
a hijab is tradition, it is 
not always required. 
Female Muslims 
like Arradi enjoy 
ceremonies separate 
from males, without 
the hijab limiting their 
leisure. 

“If there’s a 
wedding back home, 
the girls have their own 
wedding party one day 
and the men have their 
own, so that everyone 
can have fun without 
worries. Because if its 
combined with the 

boys and girls, I’ll have 
to wear my hijab. But 
when its all girls I can 
just have fun and wear 
whatever I want,” 
Arradi said.

Although Arradi 
and Okuro enjoy the 
opportunities America 
brings them, sometimes 
they get a feeling of 
longing for their true 
home. Both students try 
to visit as often as they 
can, but it can be hard 
to just drop everything 
and travel across the 
world. 

“We moved here for 
better opportunities, 
definitely. My parents 
thought like, ‘I want 
my kids to live a better 
life than I did and 
America seems like the 
place to do it,” Okuro 
said. 

Both Okuro and 
Arrabi are aware of 
how incredibly lucky 
they are to have been 
second-generation-
Americans, and even 
though they are 
Americans, a piece of 
their heart will always 
lie with their family’s 
native country.

“We still go down 
there and try to help 
our family as much 
as possible because of 
course, they being less 
fortunate than us, need 
help,” Okuro said. 

First generation Americans talk of diversity they bring 
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“We moved here for better 
opportunities. My parents thought 
like,  ‘I want my kids to live a better life 
than I did and America seems like the 
place to do it’.”
-Ruth Okuro

-Shayma Arrabi

“My parents put so much pressure on 
me and my little sisters to graduate 
because they want us to do what 
they couldn’t.”

Being new to country provides opportunity in sharing diverse culture 

“We moved 
here for better
opportunities. 
My parents 
thought like ‘I 
want my kids to 
live a better life 
than I did and 
America seems 
like the place to 
do it.’
junior
Ruth Okuro 


