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VALENTINES 
FROM A VET

alumni comes back to give back 

  “ I  recal led at  the t ime when I  graduated a sense 
of  re l ief  and having said something to the effect  of 
‘ I ’m never coming back here. ’ I t  sounds funny now.”
   Mr.  Bryan Tolar,  an alumni of  the c lass of 
1984, was surpr ised when he found himsel f  at  h is 
alma mater again,  around 20 years af ter  h is own 
graduat ion,  at tending an on-campus event cal led 
Valent ines for Vets.
   The twist? He was one of  the guests.
   “When [Mr.  McLeod] descr ibed the event to me, 
I  was exci ted,  not [only]  to ta lk about my own 
exper iences, but to also engage with some of 
the older veterans from other campaigns,”  Tolar 
said.  “Perry did descr ibe i t  as ‘speed dat ing wi th 
veterans’ for  the students,  so I  got  the picture 
quickly of  what i t  would be l ike.”
   As someone who had served in places l ike 
Afghanistan, Kosovo, and Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Tolar brought a new voice to the event and was 

able to see the students’ interest  in his stor ies 
f i rsthand.
   “A di fferent perspect ive other than what they 
have heard or read always seems to br ing a sense 
of  cur iosi ty and exci tement,”  Tolar said.  “That, 
a long with students gett ing a f i rst-hand view of 
other cul tures and societ ies,  seems to stand out in 
my mind as [an event]  h ighl ight  year af ter  year.”
   Having been a student once himsel f ,  Tolar was 
happy being able to share his exper iences with 
newer generat ions at  h is old high school .  However, 
as much as he enjoyed i t ,  he also understood 
that one day he would have to pass his role on to 
someone else who would learn to l ike i t  as much as 
he did.    
   “ I  hoped I  brought enough stor ies to sat isfy 
them al l , ”  Tolar said.  “When I  lose their  interest 
or  [at tent ion] ,  [ then i t ]  wi l l  be t ime to let  another 
veteran si t  in my seat.”

While veteran Ed Lundeen talks about how the military had 
changed since when he had served, juniors Kelly Lifchez, Grace 
Yang, Allison Killinger, and sophomore Kaitlin Baker sit side-by-
side as they listen. “It was interesting to listen to his opinions and 
experience in the military, and I felt like I learned more about the 
reality of military service from speaking to him,” Yang said. 

 With a table covered with pictures that he brought and more, 
alumni and veteran Bryan Tolar talks to sophomore Ian Graybill 
and others about his experience in the National Guard. At the 
event, students had the opportunity to interact with veterans who 
had served all around the world, their experiences sometimes 
even decades apart.
(Photos: Katrina Gainey)

While they and look through some of the photographs that had been brought to the 
event, veteran Nelson McLeod and a student are able to partially immerse themselves 

in history itself. Several veterans brought remnants of their service to Valentines for Vets 
as a way of giving students a better idea of what it was really like back when they had 

served.
As they chat near the library’s magazine rack, senior Allysha Brodil listens to two 

veterans’ wives. The guests at the event not only included veterans, but also some of 
their closest loved ones who also told some of their own tales.

As WWII veteran Frank Garcia speaks about his encounters and memories of the 
war, senior Anna Price pays close attention to the details. “It was an honor to listen to 
the stories that those brave men and women told about their experiences serving our 

country,” Price said. “It was one of my favorite things that we did [on campus].”
 Paper in hand, senior Taylor Miller intently studies some of the artifacts that were 
brought to the event by a veteran. “I thought it was interesting to hear stories from 

people actually in the war and [to hear about] the hardships they experienced,” Miller 
said.
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Before the event begins, ROTC cadet 
and senior Marqui-Antonio Sumter 
stands and converses with veteran 
Colonel Richard Gimmy. Students 
in ROTC interacted with veterans 
on a more personal level than other 
students and were able to share their 
own experiences with them during the 
event.
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As one of the sessions 
begin, senior Burke 
Huffman sits and listens 
with rapt attention to 
veteran Jim Null as 
he speaks. Valentines 
for Vets was split into 
individual sessions so 
students could walk 
around and listen to 
the tales of more than 
just one veteran, and 
so they could get a 
more rounded learning 
experience from the 
event itself. 
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