
 The coach leads the team, 
the players play the game, 
and the Diamond Girls keep 
everything running smoothly 
for the Oxford High School 
baseball team. 
 Chris Baughman, the 
Chargers baseball coach, 
and Jill Knox, the Diamond 
Girls sponsor, are two of the 
six deciding votes in select-
ing which girls will enter the 
Diamond Girl community.  
Around 100 OHS stu-
dents were inter-
viewed in Octo-
ber to join the 
organization.
 “ W i t h -
out the 
D i a m o n d 
Girls, this 
p r o g r a m 
would not 
be as suc-
cessful as it 
is,” said Baugh-
man, whose team 
captured the MHSAA 
Class 5A state championship 
in May. “Their support does 
provide energy for our guys.”
 The Diamond Girls work 
the concession stands, return 
the baseballs and support the 
team, but the Diamond Girls 
organization helps the girls 
later in life, too. 
	 “A	 big	 benefit	 of	 being	
a Dia mond Girl is learning 
patience,” said Diamond Girl 
Sallie Hardy, a sophomore at 
OHS. 
 Hardy heard about Dia-
mond Girls from her friends. 
 “They told me about how 
much fun they had and how 
they all grew so much closer 
with each other,” Hardy said. 

 In order to have fun as a 
Diamond	 Girl,	 you	 first	 have	
to go through the application 
process.
 Conducting the candidate 
interviews are assistant base-
ball coaches Chase Goolsby, 
Daniel Parrish, David Webb 
and Nathaniel Rios, along 
with Baughman and Knox. 
Baughman said they “decide 
on	 the	 final	 list	 of	 Diamond	
Girls based on their interview, 
grades, attendance and tar-
dies.” 
 He added, “This year, we 

had over 100 girls apply, 
and the interviews 

were outstand-
ing, which 

makes it 
tough on us 
to narrow it 
down.” 
There are 
many re-
quirements 

to become a 
Diamond Girl. 

 “We are look-
ing for girls that 

have the time to com-
mit to being a Diamond Girl,” 
Knox said. “We are looking for 
girls that are keeping grades 
up.”
 When interviewing the 
girls, the teachers and coach-
es will ask a mix of serious 
and silly questions in order to 
get the girls to relax and show 
their individual personality. 
 Among the questions, 
Knox said, asked in the inter-
view are: “What is your favor-
ite concession stand item?” 
and “Can we trust you to rep-
resent the Diamond Girls in a 
positive manner?”
 The Diamond Girls selec-
tions for the upcoming sea-
son were released on Monday.

	 Through	 the	 past	 five	
games, the Oxford Chargers 
have outscored their divi-
sion opponents 255-81.
 The Chargers are on a 
roll.
 Relatively speaking, 
Divsion 2-5A division is 
consistently down, but the 
lenient second half of their 
schedule is surely a breeze 
following their poor per-
formance in the opening 
games, where they went 
1-2.
 Oxford should con-
tinue the six game winning 
streak through the regu-
lar season, and North Half 
postseason, with the excep-
tion of a potential rematch 
against West Point.
 In the case that Oxford 
makes it through the North, 
the Laurel Golden Torna-
does will be waiting at the 
state championship; a re-
match for the ages. 
 Led by Keon Howard, 
Oxford will have its hands 
full at state vs. Laurel.

Sports Briefs

  “Better Together,” 
the Lady Charger soc-
cer team’s season motto, 
will be what propels them 
into the 2015 season.  The 
team’s main focus is win-
ning a state championship, 
and with six experienced 
seniors and a strong under-
class, the goal is realistic.  
 The team began prac-
ticing Oct. 19 having al-
ready defeated last season’s 
main issue of team division.
 “It has been really fun 
getting to know some of the 
younger girls on the team 
and becoming closer as a 
team,” junior captain Anna 
Dennis said.
 Both the Chargers and 
Lady Chargers Soccer start 
their journeys for a state ti-
tle November 10th at Bobby 
Holcomb	 field	 against	 the	
South Pontotoc Cougars.  
 For updates, follow the 
team on Twitter.

 
 Cross country is run-
ning all over the place. The 
weekend of Oct. 17, both 
guys and girls teams bussed 
out to Clinton to partici-
pate in the Mississippi Col-
lege Choctaw Open hosted 
by Mississippi College.  
 Running this particu-
lar course serves as prac-
tice for state competition 
which will take place on 
Nov. 9. The course, being 
one of the hardest meets 
for the teams all year, led to 
an increase in the runner’s 
normal 3.1 mile run times.  
None of the usual 5A/6A 
competitors including Sa-
tillo and Pearl High School 
were present to compete 
against the Chargers, and 
both the boys and girls 
teams placed place.
 The next weekend the 
teams traveled to Pontotoc.  
The top eight runners on 
each varsity team reached a 
new personal record.   

Sophomores fill void on field
 

 No, the leading rusher for the Oxford Chargers is not 
Kenzie Phillips, or even Drew Bianco, and the leading inter-
ceptor is not D.Q. Thomas or Tias Hilliard.
 In fact, the offensive and defensive leaders are both 
sophomores. Running back Hiram Wadlington and corner-
back C.J. Terrell are leading this team both on and off the 
field.
 “I didn’t see myself having a starting position,” Wadling-
ton said. “Especially since I was coming from slot receiver, 
but I’ve worked as hard as possible and that’s how I got the 
starting job.”
 One year ago, both athletes were sitting behind a multi-
tude of Chargers who were much more experienced. Injuries, 
suspensions, and grind led these two to starting positions.
 “I thought I would have to sit out one more year, but I 
was picked to start on defense, and I’ve loved it so far,” Ter-
rell said.
 Wadlington’s starting position came through a devastat-
ing loss to sophomore Drew Bianco, who was deemed out for 
his career due to a neck injury. 
 “Drew means a lot to me,” Wadlington said. “He and I 
are very close, and we’ve grown up playing together, but it 
means a lot that I am the guy to succeed him, and even wear 
his jersey to remember him.”
 On the other side of the ball, Terrell, who gained his 
position through his play, has been an absolute ball-hawk 
through the air. He has four interceptions through nine 
games, and has the possibility to break former Charger K.T. 
McCollin’s school record of seven.
 “I use my ball skills from being a receiver,” Terrell said.  
“Lots of people also undersize me, and they underestimate 
my abilities because I’m short.”
	 Both	sophomores	are	significantly	undersized,	as	neither	
sits above 5’10”. However, they both see it as a chance to sur-
prise	their	opponents	on	the	field.	Their	size	will	surely	be	
put to test in the postseason, as a rematch with southern-
powerhouse Laurel is likely in the books for another state 
championship.
 Laurel features one of the best receiver-quarterback 
combinations in the state, and their defense is not one to 
underestimate, either.
 For the shining sophomores, they’re ready.
 “I’m ready for whatever Laurel has to offer,” Wadlington 
said.
 Said Terrell, “I’ve done it before so there’s no doubt I can 
do it again.”

By Davis McCool
sports editor

By Molly Archer
sports contributor

Diamond Girls vital
to baseball team

 

 The name of the game for the Char-
ger basketball team this year is youth and 
inexperience. 
	 OHS	graduated	four	of	its	five	start-
ers from last year, but more importantly, 
58 points per game. The only contribu-
tor to their high-scoring offense from 
last year that remained was junior Jarkel 
Joiner, one of the state’s top guards.
  “The reality of it was, we gradu-
ated four of our top six guys, and we also 
lost	a	lot	of	defensive	firepower	as	well,”	
head coach Drew Tyler said. “We got cre-
ative with our new team, but if you look 
at our roster now, we are young and we 
are inexperienced across the board.”
	 Picked	 to	 fill	 in	 the	 gaps	 from	 last	
year’s team is an array of new players and 
transfers.
 At the head of the new roster are: ju-
niors Terry Williams and Will Hopkins, 
both transfers who will most likely start 
in this guard-heavy lineup, and seniors 
Ke’Michael Coleman and Will Swindoll, 
returning Oxford High students who 
both, however, have not played in the 
past. Included in the mix are seniors 
Christopher Sandroni and Cole Crom-
well, who can also make a difference in 
big games.
 The only returning players who got 
significant	playing	time	last	year	are	D.K.	
Metcalf and Hiram Wadlington. However, 
the two are breakout football players, se-
verely limiting their time on the court.
	 Their	first	test,	without	their	big	men	
down-low due to football, will come at 
home against Calhoun City.
 “I think that’s one of the the tough-
est games we’ll play all year,” Tyler said. 
“This team knows that they’re undefeat-
ed	in	this	gym,	so	that’s	definitely	in	the	
back of their heads. We’ve been preach-
ing that we have to focus on one task at a 
time, but that game is huge, especially as 
a home season opener.”
	 After	 their	 first	 test,	 the	 Chargers	
face a tough non-divisional 

slate of teams 
and an any-

t h i n g -

goes division, but comparably speaking, 
MHSAA Class 5A play is down from last 
year.
 Malik Newman – perhaps Missis-
sippi’s strongest offensive player this 
century – has taken his talents to Mis-
sissippi State University, and that means 
the reigning champion, Callaway, is no 
longer the top dog. It’s anybody’s game 
in the hunt for a state championship, and 
that includes Oxford.
 “I think that if we were to make it 
to the state tournament this year, that 
would possibly be overachieving,” Tyler 
said. “Once you get there, however, any-
thing can happen. Just making it there 
would be a great goal for us to set.”

 The veteran Joiner will attempt to 
lead this team to a fast start in 
their action-packed schedule.
 “I need to go out there and not 

get so heated or emotion-
al,” Joiner said. “I have 
to become a leader on 
and off the court so that 
these younger guys can 

see me leading and fol-

low. Anything to lead this team to a vic-
tory, I will do.”
 Tyler had nothing but praise for Join-
er, who is being looked at by the looks of 
Ole Miss, Florida and Georgetown.
  “He’s the best player I’ve ever had in 
my 19 years of coaching,” Tyler said. “He’s 
working all the time. He eats, sleeps and 
drinks basketball. When he’s not playing 
basketball, he’s living basketball.”
 Hopkins, a shifty low-level guard, 
transferred from Birmingham, Alabama, 
over	the	summer,	and	will	attempt	to	fill	
the hole that Josh Gibbs left after gradu-
ating.
 “Since they graduated a lot last year, 
there’s a big opportunity for these new 
guys to step up and start for us,” Hopkins 
said. “It’s cool being one of these trans-
fers that is stepping up and becoming a 
leader.”
 The million-dollar question is in-
deed whether this young and inexperi-
enced Charger team has the potential to 
be a threat in this talented league. For 
Tyler, this is not a question, but rather, a 
chance to be the surprise pick in 5A.

By Davis McCool
sports editor

Basketball lacks roster strength, 
looks to prevail with young team

CJ Terrell • Hiram Wadlington

"Young & Inexperienced" 
- Head Coach Drew Tyler

Without the girls,
this program would 

not be as successful as
it is.

-Chris Baughman
Head Coach

football

Soccer

cross  country

Sports10 theChargerwww.thechargeronline.com October 2015 Oxford High School

On his team:

DG

D
av

is
 M

cC
oo

l •
  t

he
C

ha
rg

er

#3 #1

6 straight
wins

1meets  to
state

14se
ni

or

athletes


