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America is traditionally referred to 
as a melting pot because it wel-
comes people from a variety of  

unique countries, races, religions and cul-
tures, but despite their wide array of  differ-
ences, the many people who migrate to the 
United States each year all share one thing in 
common: a desire for freedom, new oppor-
tunities and a better life. 

“America has set a precedent for itself  as 
being the land of  opportunity, and there’s 
no reason why that mantra should lose its 
meaning,” senior Aadam Haque said.

However, as the nation has grown and 
more immigrants have come to the United 
States, it has become increasingly important 
to create a more effective system that can 
successfully regulate immigration rates and 
prevent foreigners from entering the coun-
try illegally. 

“Our immigration system is more out-
dated than the fi rst [generation] iPhone,” 
Haque said. “Reform defi nitely needs to 
happen, and Congress needs to fi nd a way 
to somehow correspond on this issue and 
avoid decent conceptual ideas—like those 
put forth by the infamous ‘Gang of  Eight’—
[being] written off  solely due to political as-
sociation.”

While it is undeniable that immigration 
has been a major issue for decades, there is 
still controversy over how the issue should 
be resolved. Many people argue that immi-
gration laws should be regulated exclusively 
by the states, but without federal laws, the 
immigration system will not be effective.

“The federal government [should make 
immigration laws] for uniformity and con-

sistency,” social studies teacher Phil Coley 
said. “If  the states do it, you’re going to have 
differences and people are going to fi nd the 
weak states to exploit.”

The most infamous state attempt at regu-
lating immigration might be Arizona’s S.B. 
1070, which was signed into law in 2010. 
Four of  the most controversial elements 
were blocked by a federal judge, including 
the requirement that 
anyone the police 
stop or suspect is in 
the state illegally must 
have their immigra-
tion status checked.

Other states, such as 
Oklahoma and Utah, 
have passed laws with 
similar requirements. 
Many of  the state’s 
legislatures addressing 
immigration, including 
North Carolina’s, man-
date the use of  E-Veri-
fy to check whether job 
applicants are eligible.

North Carolina’s 
population has grown 
very signifi cantly in the last two decades; 
from 1990 to 2000, it had the largest percent 
growth (274 percent) of  the immigrant pop-
ulation of  any individual state in the country, 
with Hispanic residents accounting for a ma-
jor portion of  these immigrants.  

“If  you’re going to stop [illegal immigra-
tion] you’ll need more laws to implement,” 
Coley said. “For a long time the only way 
you were truly going to slow it down to a 
trickle is to build the Great Wall of  Mexico, 
otherwise you’re going to have people come 
across the border all the time.”

Many people worry that the addition of  
so many immigrants to the population will 
hurt the economy and take away from the 

people who already live in the U.S., but the 
cultural and economic contributions immi-
grants make are far more important than any 
negative impacts they might have.

“Immigrants could put a strain on factors 
such as healthcare and aid, but they bring 
with them the priceless entity of  culture, 
which, whether within our education system 
or in our cities in general, is a positive mark 

of  the outside world 
that encourages greater 
awareness of  other per-
spectives,” Haque said. 
“At the end of  the day, 
those here legally do 
pay reasonable taxes 
and also may take on 
jobs that some Carolin-
ians are eager to avoid.”

In fact, Hispanic im-
migrants’ labor contri-
butions and low wages 
support entire indus-
tries including meat-
packing, agriculture and 
textiles, and Hispanic 
labor in industries such 
as construction creates 

jobs in complimentary industries which con-
tribute to the state economy through income 
tax, sales tax and property tax.

North Carolina’s immigration laws in-
clude the “Secure Communities” program 
which is a federal program requiring that all 
arrestees are fi ngerprinted and run through a 
federal database which checks their criminal 
record and immigration status as well as a 
law that requires all new state government 
hires to be screened for verifi cation of  legal 
residence.

State immigration laws should not be the 
center of  focus because the current immi-
gration system is fairly consistent across the 
country; the issue, however, is that the sys-

tem is still not successful enough to prevent 
more illegal immigration from occurring, 
and signifi cant changes need to be made.

“We need to stop taking sort of  a weak 
middle ground on it,” Coley said. “We either 
need to revamp the laws to welcome immi-
grants, or we need to take a hardline stance 
and enforce the system that was put in place 
years ago, crack down on people that are il-
legally employing these illegal immigrants—
actually deport [immigrants] if  that is your 
hardline stance. Otherwise, go the opposite 
direction.”

Attention must be given to the many il-
legal immigrants who already reside in the 
United States and how we are going to as-
similate them into our society. While some 
immigrants are deported, the issue becomes 
far less simple in certain situations such as 
when the illegal residents are parents of  chil-
dren who are citizens by birth.

The US government has an immense 
need to create a system which will allow and 
encourage people from across the globe to 
migrate to the country legally rather than at-
tempting to simply prevent illegal immigra-
tion from occurring. 

America itself  was the creation of  im-
migrants, and as a land overfl owing with 
varying cultures and opportunities, America 
should be a place that benefi ts and is built 
off  of  the immigration that has been preva-
lent throughout its history. 

“We didn’t raise the Statue of  Liberty 
with her back to the world, we did it with 
her light shining as a beacon to the world,” 
President Obama said in his 21 Nov. speech 
on immigration. “And whether we were Irish 
or Italians or Germans crossing the Atlantic, 
or Japanese or Chinese crossing the Pacifi c; 
whether we crossed the Rio Grande or fl ew 
here from all over the world – generations 
of  immigrants have made this country into 
what it is. It’s what makes us special.”

Liz Hubbard
arts & culture editor

Countries all over the world await 
their annual test results, but when 
the United States looks upon 

its status compared to 65 other nations, it 
seems that its marks are as unimpressive as 
they have been in the past several years.

In 2012, the United States scored below 
average in mathematics and slightly above 
average in science and reading on the Pro-
gramme for International Student Assess-
ment, or PISA test. These scores have ac-
tually dropped since 2000’s test, giving clear 
sight to the fact that these other countries’ 
education systems are advancing much faster 
than ours.

But what are these advancements we 
have failed to take on? Asian and European 
schools are faring much better not only in 
analysis of  the PISA test, but also in that 
their students are simply learning more—
effectively learning more, that is. Schedules 
might be the fi rst answer to that question.

“I’m a big fan of  the German schedule,” 
German teacher Lisa Worthington-Groce 
said. “So when you think about your science 
classes, where here we might say, ‘Okay, one 
year of  chemistry and you’ve satisfi ed your 
chemistry credit,’ in Germany, they have 
kind of  a modifi ed block schedule.”

Germany, like many European schools, 
implements a schedule in which students 
take many classes per year—much more 
than the required six in the United States—
attending only a fraction of  those classes 
each day. While Monday’s schedule may 
differ from Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s, the 
weekly schedule repeats itself  throughout 
the school year.

“I think [this schedule] does defi nitely 
allow students to gain not only a wider 
breadth, but to go deeper into the material 
than a typical American high school student 
would be able to do after one year of  taking 
a subject,” Worthington-Groce said.

Having such a modifi ed schedule requires 
maturity within students to be able to tackle 
all of  the classes during one school year, 
and that leads itself  into kids possessing the 
maturity to truly care about their academic 
progress.

“I think the focus on grades here [in 
America] puts a lot more stress on [stu-
dents],” junior and fi ve-year student of  an 

international school in Switzerland Miranda 
Cecil said. “Kids cared more in and of  them-
selves about their grades [in Switzerland], 
and here it’s more like, teachers tell you that 
you have to make good grades.”

In addition, grades in both Asian and 
European schools are not majorly reliant on 
standardized testing, which is seen frequent-
ly in America.

“There is defi nitely a lot more focus on 
response questions [in Germany], not just 
written but also orally,” Worthington-Groce 
said. “The idea of  multiple-choice standard-
ized tests is not common.”

Critical thinking questions composed 
much of  the PISA test, but aside from that, 
this kind of  critical thinking that is being 
taught in schools around the world is exactly 
what is essential in post-secondary schools 
and, later on, jobs. Language is also a quite 
important difference between America and 
the rest of  the world.

Sophomore Justine Wielemans, a student 
who lived in French-speaking Belgium her 
entire life until this year, said that it is vital 
to learn multiple languages, as Belgium is a 
country with three offi cial languages: Dutch, 
French and German.

“I started Dutch in pre school,” Wiele-
mans said. “I’d have one lesson a week just 
to get familiar with it, and I had Dutch for all 

of  my primary school and secondary school. 
The languages are easier to learn then than 
when you’re older.”

Basic knowledge of  another language 
gets one used to words like “indirect ob-
ject” and “past participle,” terms normally 
taught until about eighth or ninth grade, 
then forgotten about in order to focus more 
on literature. In a way, learning a foreign lan-
guage fortifi es understanding of  one’s own 
mother language, which could be benefi cial 
to American students.

“For my school, a big difference is here, 
the teachers have more of  a personal rela-
tionship with you,” Cecil said. “My teachers 
here—I wouldn’t say they know me better, 
but they care more about how I feel about 
stuff.”

Wielemans expressed the same feelings.
“The fi rst day I was here, it was so hard 

because I didn’t speak English, and all of  my 
teachers were so nice with me and so wel-
coming,” she said. “They all tried to help 
me.”

There is always room for improvement. 
What practices should we as Americans ad-
vocate to apply into our schools?

First of  all, teachers are treated with 
much more respect in Asian and Europe-
an countries. In certain parts of  Asia and 
Finland, obtaining a teaching degree is just 

about as hard as working for a doctorate de-
gree. Teachers are paid much, much more 
than they are here in the States, resulting in 
more incentive to do all that they can to use 
class time wisely and appeal to each student’s 
learning experience.

Countries and cities that scored excep-
tionally high on the PISA test, including 
Shanghai, Hong Kong and Singapore, were 
noted on providing each of  their students 
with an equal learning environment, encour-
aging everyone to learn at the same level so 
that nobody was left behind. Countries of  
Asia sincerely believe in hard work and per-
severance.

“There have been studies here in America 
about the amount of  material lost; we have 
these big two-and-a-half  month-long sum-
mer breaks,” Worthington-Groce said. “Per-
sonally, I wouldn’t mind seeing a shorter 
summer and a few more breaks throughout 
the year. That would be more conducive to 
student learning.”

If  the citizens of  America are educated 
on the rest of  the world’s stellar academic 
feats and are willing to impose, at the least, 
some form of  those practices within their 
school systems, the next generation may be 
able to bring the United States up from “av-
erage” and into a world of  more possibilities.

We either need to 
revamp the laws to 

welcome immigrants, 
or we need to take a 
hardline stance and 
enforce the system 

that was put in place 
years ago.
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Education for United States’ students pales in comparison to the success of other nations such as Canada, Japan and Finland. Inferior scheduling, treate-
ment of teachers and elongated breaks have contributed to the United States falling behind in many areas of instruction.
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