Keen shares experience with DC Women’s March

By Anna Mock
Can you hear us now?

The Women’s March on Washington of January 2017 had at least 500,000 attendees, inspiring at least 673 sister marches around the world. This multitude of people all marched for a single purpose: women’s rights.

Julia Keen, a junior, got the chance to be a part of this historical event.  

Keen and her mother drove to Greenville and took a bus to Washington D.C. Keen wanted to go all the way to Washington because she wanted to experience the big event firsthand. 

“It was kind of a bigger thing. I wanted to be in the middle of everything and see all the big crowds and feel like I was a part of something big. So it definitely lived up to the hype,” Keen said.

Keen got exactly what she asked for: insane crowds. Within all of these crowds, Keen encountered some interesting people. The inauguration having been the day before, not all of the people who were in Washington D.C. were pro-Women’s March. 

“Trump supporters are the worst. The subway was so crowded. So, we were standing, like, I couldn’t sit the whole time and we were standing for like, an hour, just so packed that you couldn’t move at all. Like I would be holding on to the bar and I’d be like, wow, my arm is sore, but I can’t move it, I literally can’t move it. We’d get to a stop and we’d already be so crowded that nobody could get on. And like, depending on who it was, we could make room sometimes, but if they had a “make America great again” hat on they weren’t getting on so we’d pack close to the doors like, sorry! No more room! Bummer!” Keen said. 

Despite all the riots going on, the Women’s March was an entirely peaceful march and Keen describes that in the emails sent out to marchers, rules for conduct were clearly laid out, prohibiting marchers from starting anything violent.

“There was a lot of just like, ‘be kind’ and ‘make American kind again,’ which I liked. And people are like, you’re protesting that’s not kind! But they forget that it was entirely peaceful, like the actual women’s march, not the riots before it, but the actual march itself that day, they didn’t make any arrests, and that’s crazy. There were 500,000 people there. And they didn’t arrest one person. In the emails before the march, like whenever you bought a bus ticket you were added to this big list, and they kept on saying like, if you see a counter-protester, you will not yell at them, you will not do anything, you won’t look at them, they had this whole code just for behavior because they wanted to make sure that it was peaceful, which was really cool, I think. I feel like violent protests are sometimes just counter-productive and they give us all bad names as protesters, like oh you’re just a protester you’re going to go light something on fire. I was not going to light anything on fire,” Keen said.

Keen made a lot of memories on the trip, such as almost getting separated from her mom in the crowd, getting hassled up the elevator of the American History museum by Trump supporters, and getting mistaken for a 12-year-old. She even got to place her sign in front of the White House, which allegedly will be one of many to be collected and displayed in the Smithsonian. Keen will not forget about taking part in this event anytime soon.  

“It was really crazy. They talk about like when something really revolutionary is happening, you just kind of get caught up in it all. It’s so weird because you have like this whole new energy when you’re with this group of people and they’re all just chanting. It was so cool. It was exhausting. I was tired for like 3 days after I came back because we were like, didn’t even get to stay in a hotel or anything, just got back on the bus and came home. It was exhausting, but it was really, really neat though, and worthwhile. Because I know people were saying, “this is something you’re going to remember for the rest of your life!” and I was like, well, yeah, you’re right. I’m not going to forget it anytime soon,” Keen said.
