
Heartbreak, relief, frustration, and irritation were 
some of the emotions felt by the Cavalier 
football team the night of November 10. For 
seniors, the realization that Friday night lights 

would no longer shine for them set in, and tears welled up 
in their eyes. The final night of Varsity football was somber 
for both players and fans as the three year Varsity quarter-
back, Aloysius Jackson, played his final snap in the Cavalier 
uniform.

“We didn’t make it to the playoffs, and that kind of 
opened my eyes to see that this team has really made me 
and broke me in ways. We had hard times on this team, 
but it has taught me a lot of things as far as caring for oth-
ers, looking out for others, and being able to be a leader. 
And I will take that with me throughout life,” Jackson said. 

Jackson led the team to an even 7-7 region record 
over the 3 years at the helm, and revitalized Northeast 
football along with the other 31 seniors. The phrase “Cavs 

on a Mission” was a way of life for the 2015-2016 foot-
ball team that provided a foundation for the team that 
exceeded all expectations, and pushed each player to be 
better than they already were.

“Cavs on a mission wasn’t just about winning a state 
championship,” Jackson said. “It was about bettering our-
selves as young men...We were Cavaliers on a mission in 
life, not just on a mission for a state championship.”

Jackson matured throughout the years spent as the 
RNE quarterback, developing as a young man and as an 
athlete. Aloysius took on immense responsibility at the 
helm of the offense, and proved that he was capable of 
carrying much of the offensive load. 

“[People] look at the quarterback position and say, 
‘you led this team to a win. And if you lose, even if it’s not 
your fault, they’ll say, ‘well the quarterback didn’t get the 
job done,” Jackson explained. “It’s just a lot of responsibil-
ity and excitement that comes with the position.”

During the campaign of “Cavs on a Mission,” Jackson 
helped lead the team into the playoffs, capping off one of 
the best seasons for Northeast football in recent history. 
Throughout his entire career as a Cavalier, Jackson pro-
duced numerous game-changing highlight performances. 

“My junior year in the first round of the playoffs 
against Emerald, on the third play of the game, I ran a 
56 yard touchdown,” Jackson said.  “I can remember the 
crowd being so loud. It was just a great atmosphere.”

Following the last game of the season, Jackson re-
flected on his time as the Northeast quarterback. Though 
the final game of a rollercoaster career resulted in a loss, 
Jackson took away positive experiences from his time on 
the football team.

“The team means everything to me,” Jackson said. 
“If I didn’t play football, if I wasn’t on this team since my 
sophomore year, I don’t know if I would still be in school 
right now. Football just changes lives, and it changed mine.”

 8                                                  Feature | The Cavalier | december   

The Final 
SNAP

Senior Aloysius Jackson 
looks to make a play 
during the homecoming 
game against Airport.

The colors at Richland Northeast flew proud as 
our football season came to a close. Tying last 
year’s 6-6 win-loss record with a 5-5 record this 
year, many players and students were satisfied 

with the season’s outcome.  
“This year I felt like the team was good and we had 

many good players,” sophomore Josten Bryant said.
“I feel like I saw a team with promise,” freshman Wil-

liam Davidson agreed.
The coaching staff was also pleased about the overall 

outcome of the season.
“I feel like it started out very well and we didn’t fin-

ish out like I hoped, evidently. But, I feel like it went very 
well,” Head Coach Jay Frye said.

Even with the rough ending, the Richland Northeast 
football program accomplished a lot this year. Compared 

to the seniors’ freshman year, the team improved greatly 
over a four year period to achieve this year’s five-win 
season.

“We won all of our games at home except for 
one,” offensive line coach Adam Gamble said. “You got to 
remember when they were freshmen they only won one 
game here at the school and then two their sophomore 
year. They’ve really been building it back up and really try-
ing to build something special.”

Senior Marzell Jackson has been with the program 
since his freshman year and affirmed with what Gamble 
said. 

“I think like what he said was right, and freshman 
and sophomore year was a rough year for the team. And, 
after our junior season we made it to the second round 
of the playoffs and lost to the state champions...Then this 

year we made it pretty far, but we did not make it to the 
playoffs. So, I feel like it was a good win,” Jackson said.

Although close to thirty seniors are graduating, next 
year’s football team still has the potential for another great 
season.

“It’s hard to say how next year will go. We have a lot 
of great guys coming back we have a lot of potential next 
year, but it is really how this off-season goes that will let us 
know more,” Gamble said.

“We have to focus on the off-season and we are 
looking forward to a good season,” Frye agreed.

All in all, the Cavaliers have high hopes for what is 
to come for next season, and aspirations for the team’s 
continued success continue to grow.

“We look to keep growing and keep building on 
what the senior class did this year.” Gamble said.

Varsity Football Builds Future Potential
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