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Queen Bella Heusing Shares Crown 
With Jenna Lind At Football Game

After a week of spirited activities 
planned by Student Council, the high-
light was a touching moment when 
Bella Heusing (‘18) won Homecom-
ing Queen and handed off her crown 
to Jenna Lind (‘18) during halftime 
at the Clover game on Friday night.  
 The Falcons beat Clover for the 
second time this  season,  38-27. 
 Angel Rodriguez (‘18) was named 

Twenty-two ladies were selected by senior class vote from applicants to be on the 2017 Homecoming Court. Bella Heusing (‘18) 
shared her crown with Jenna Lind at halftime at the Clover football game, which the Falcons won 38-27.

Mia Valentim

 Nation Ford Marine Corps JROTC 
earned “Outstanding Unit of the Year” 
for Region 2 based on the unit’s ac-
complishments throughout the year.  
	 The	 Rifle	 Team	 was	 also	 awarded	
first	place	at	the	National	Air	Rifle	Ju-
nior Olympics, and earned second place 
at the Civilian Marksmanship Program 
National	 Air	 Rifle	 Championships.	 
 Apart from winning awards, JROTC 
participates in community service 
throughout the year. They have served 
at Fort Mill Middle School Family 
Night, The Greenway’s Fiddle and the 
Pig, at Football Stadium Cleanups, 
Blood Drives, and Adopt-a-High-
way. Last year’s Cadets served for  
7,800 hours.

Band To March, Perform In Macy’s Day Parade

Carly Cashatt

Julia Lako

 The Nation Ford High School Band 
will be marching in the Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade in New York City 
on Nov. 23. They will play pop tunes 
to entertain the crowd. A special selec-
tion of music will be approved by NBC 
television for the performance in Her-
ald Square, and the performance will 
be seen on television.  
 Selection to be in the parade is not 
an easy process. The paperwork is ex-
tensive.
 “[The parade] is open to any high 
school or college marching band,” Mr. 
Dickey said. “You cannot participate in 
the parade if you have been in the pa-
rade in the past 5 years.  We had to wait 
to apply because we had performed in 
the 2011 parade. They select eight high 
school bands and two college bands 
each year from a pool of 300-500 appli-
cations.”
 Along with submitting an applica-
tion the directors of the band have an 
extensive application process to par-
ticipate in the parade.
 “The process requires bands to sub-
mit approximately 50 pages of docu-
mentation about the band program,” 
Mr. Dickey said. “This includes videos 
of the band performing in competi-
tions, a resume of the band director’s 
accomplishments, a resume of the 
band’s accomplishments, the history of 
the band, references from well-known 
college directors and adjudicators that 
have seen the band perform, pictures 
of the band in uniform, pictures of the 
color guard in uniform, press clippings 
and other media coverage.”
 Going to New York and being in 
Macy’s parade is expensive.
  “It will cost over $250,000 for the 
band to make the trip to the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade,” Mr. Dick-

ey said.
 The students participating in band 
and going to the parade have to raise 
money to go on this trip to New York.
 “Students are responsible for a per-
centage [of the cost] and they have 
taken advantage of several fund-rais-
ing opportunities,” Mr. Dickey said. 
“These include a mattress sale that 
raised over $20,000 the past 2 years, an 
Oyster Roast, selling fruit, and work-
ing concessions at Carolina Panthers 
Football games.  In addition, local res-
taurants	like	Chick-fil-a,	Culver’s,	Ho-
bo’s, Moe’s, Empire Pizza, and Show-

Homecoming King at the dance Sat-
urday night, a traditional end to the 
eventful week, which included a pep 
rally and a powder puff football game.  
 Twenty-two girls who were on 
the homecoming court had to meet 
the	 qualifications:	 each	 girl	 had	 to	 be	
a	 senior,	 had	 to	 fill	 out	 the	 applica-
tions, maintain a 2.8 GPA or great-
er, and had to be involved in the 
school and extracurricular activities. 
 The senior class took a vote to select 

from the pool of applicants. Homecom-
ing	Queen	nominees	were:	Jenna	Lind,	
Summer Sweeney, Bella Heusing, 
Alayna Martin, Sami Tuipilotu, Cas-
sidy Saidon, Rose Satriano, Ally Hunt, 
Alexandra Martinez, Sophia Moss, 
Hannah Nations, Nicole Morshead, 
Victoria Lynch, Katlyn Nguyen, Geor-
gia Devaney. Carly Berkland, Jazlyne 
Harriston, Elizabeth Middlesworth, 
Meghan Richardson, Hannah Hartleb, 
Hannah Beckner, Rachel Donovan.

mars have sponsored restaurant nights 
with a percentage of sales going to our 
“March to Macy’s” campaign.  We also 
have been fortunate to have business-
es and individuals sponsor the band 
through a number of philanthropic op-
portunities.”
 While the band is in New York, the 
students are also going sightseeing.
 “The band will tour Rockefeller 
Center, “Top of the Rock,” a Broadway 
musical, Ellis Island, Statue of Liberty, 
Battery Park, the 911 Memorial, and 
Times Square while in New York,”  
he said.

JROTC Wins 
Top Award

Julia Lako

Mia Valentim

 “It will cost over 
$250,000 for the band 
to make the trip to the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving 

Day Parade.”
-Mr. Dickey

Nation Ford Band plays “All That Glitters,” at band exhibition on Sept. 16 at Nation Ford High School. The band will be marching 
in the Macy’s Day Thanksgiving Day Parade this year, and they are raising funds to cover travel costs to New York in November.
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