Trust the process for football
By David Bishop
It is Friday night. There is a big line at the concession stand. The stands are packed with adoring fans. The team is lined up behind a banner that the cheerleader’s are holding. The team is patiently waiting, and then BOOM! The team rockets out from behind the banner as the fight song plays. The announcer comes over the PA system and says,“It’s time for Camden High School Football!”

The theme for this year’s  football team is change. A big chunk of last year’s team were seniors and long time Head Coach Jimmy Neal retired after last football season. Coming in to replace him is new Head Coach Brian Rimpf. He played in college at East Carolina and has some playing experience in the NFL as well. Rimpf has brought many changes to the offensive and defensive schemes. He also improved football facilities by adding a jumbotron and painting the Camden logo at midfield of Zemp Stadium. 

It seems like a lot, but when defensive lineman Chase McKoy switched positions, he said the transition had been seamless. “The coaches are all great, I don’t think the board that was in charge of finding a new coach could’ve done a better job,” said McKoy. 

Wide receiver Landon Goodwin echoed the same sentiment saying,”It definitely hasn’t been a hard transition” said Goodwin, Sophomore.

However, with any change there is an adjustment and growing period. Camden’s team is in the middle of that right now. The Bulldogs have a less than stellar on the year with a losing record and losses to rivals Lugoff and Hartsville. However, there have been bright spots. In the second game of the season, they blew out rival North Central by 28 points with many players scoring touchdowns. Star running back, Jericho Murphy is also having a phenomenal season, scoring a brunt of the touchdowns and attracting interest from several colleges.

The team has all of the pieces needed to make a run into the playoffs. They’re just trying to put it all together right now. 

Chase McKoy believes the team needs to have faith in each other saying,”We need to communicate better on the field.” He also said,“If we play as individuals instead of a team, the season’s not going to turn out how we thought it would.” If the Bulldog’s are able to improve on this then a deep playoff run is possible. 

As for the team by the end of the year, sophomore Landon Goodwin sees big things. “I believe that going deep into the playoffs is possible.” Says Goodwin.

The Bulldogs are hopeful that they can put everything together. This young team has plenty of potential for growth throughout the season, and the fans can’t wait to watch.

