
P R I D E

Is gender only male and female? A simple Google search for the defini-
tion of gender gives the answer: “the state of being male or female.” 
Recently, however, gender has become so much more. Its definition 
–  and the way people see themselves – is changing. There are so 

many beliefs and variations of what gender is: some say it is personality 
that determines who you are; others say that it’s simply genetics; but for 
some, neither of these define gender.

For sophomore Andrea Kimpson, the concept of gender can help 
define individuals, but at the same time it can also constrain them. Par-
ticularly, those who face this sort of constraint are women.

“When I hear about gender roles, I think of the stereotypes about 
how women should act and should not act in society,” Kimpson ex-
plained. “I think of the outdated types of thinking, like the types that I 
hear my grandparents talking about.”

Gender, and the idea of masculinity and femininity, has always 
been defined by our society’s traditions and cultural norms. Women are 
intended to be shy, passive, and submissive and men are meant to follow 
in the opposite suite with commanding dominance and strength. If either 
side strays from these preset definitions, then they are deemed too femi-
nine or masculine for their gender, or not feminine or masculine enough. 

“I feel as if the reason that we have these two very distinct catego-
ries is because we’re just raised that way,” Kimpson said. “This is a man, 
and this a boy; this is a woman, this is a girl. You aren’t given any other 
options, so that kind of restricts you from what you can and cannot do. If 
you don’t feel as if you belong in either category, you’re just there.”

While there is traceable timeline for the history of gender roles in 
society, some such as junior Justin Burrell believe that parenting plays one 
of the biggest roles in today’s views on the subject. “Gender roles can 
start by how children follow after their parents,” Burrell said. “They are 
taught how to act in public, and many of these things that are taught to 
them are gender specific.”

“Parents teach what they believe,” agreed junior Eduardo Castro. 
“Children just absorb what their parents taught them.”

According to school psychologist intern Kimberly McIntyre, how 
children are raised by their parents can have a strong impact on a child’s 
views on gender, especially at certain points during childhood. “It starts 
from the beginning with things like putting girls in pink and boys in blue,” 
McIntyre said. “What you’re exposing your children to is what they 
learn.”

For Castro, these sort of strict gender expectations leave many 

people locked out loop, as most just don’t perfectly fit into selected 
molds. “You are human, not a concept of what people say you are,” 
Castro said. “Society has placed this idea that people are limited to what 
they are told to do by what’s in your pants, but not what’s in your head.”

While gender roles are very much entrenched within the general 
constructs of society, there are numerous factors surrounding individuals 
that can affect how they view gender in the world around them.

“Families, friends, media,” McIntyre listed, “they all detail the per-
ception of gender.” 

However, the influence of gender roles for individuals is not only 
limited to just friends, family and the surrounding community anymore. 
With the widespread use of social media, the influence of celebrities and 
public figures, the perception of gender has been given a new lense to be 
seen through. 

“A lot of people look up to celebrities and they have an affect on 
people in terms of what they think, wear, or do with their lives,” Castro 
said. “They can be role models for some people and they are every-
where, showing examples of how their life.” 

For Kimpson, this constant viewing of these individual’s lives each 
and everyday can bring both positive and negative impacts for how 

gender roles are perceived. “I feel as if the people who are in a posi-
tion of fame should use their platforms to speak out about how people 
shouldn’t be conformed to certain aspects of their gender,” Kimpson 
said.

Alongside the discussion of gender roles within the realm of celeb-
rities and social media is the political discourse on gender. From heated, 
controversial topics such as the transgender bathroom issue, to the level 
of involvement of women in government, gender roles have their own 
entryway into the political field. 

“There needs to be an increased effort in the inclusion of women 
being involved in the decision making process to make a decrease in gen-
der inequality,” Kimpson said, commenting on the lack of female involve-
ment within the government. Because of this lack of female involvement, 
Kimpson explained, legislation can oftentimes be biased towards one 
gender or not fulfill the needs of all simply because it was not crafted 
with multiple perspectives. “Laws are meant to establish rules and regula-
tions that all people can follow regardless of their gender, and I feel like 
that’s something lawmakers should look to doing.”

Legislation and certain criminal justice issues that have often been 
accused of containing a gender bias include subjects of rape, sexual as-

sault, domestic violence, and harassment, with women who have had such 
crimes committed against them oftentimes being immediately viewed 
distrustfully and going without the full support of the law, and men being 
assumed to be unable to have such crimes committed against them.

“Laws like this should not adhere to gender,” Kimpson said. 
While there have been arguments concerning the extent of the 

impact of gender roles in the legal system, it must be noted that the 
modern influence of gender roles is widespread and far-reaching.

“Society has used gender roles for such a long time that it became 
necessity,” Castro said.

However, regardless of the extent that the stereotypes of gender 
play and the difficulty of removing them, Kimpson believes that there isn’t 
a need for the roles in the current day.

“I don’t think that gender roles should be a thing,” Kimpson said. 
“They promote the idea that you have to be a certain ‘this’ or a certain 
‘that’ and it’s just unnecessary.”

While gender has its own meanings and can help distinguish us 
individuals, Kimpson still believes that a happy medium can be found 
between being constrained within gender, and living within it. “I’m not 
defined by my gender, but my gender helps define who I want to be.”

ROLES

“Seeing the club succeed, so that the club 
can be a place where everyone come to 
and a safe and open environment where 
they can be who they are and without 
being afraid to do that.”-Eddy Castro

  Anything a boy can do, a girl can do.
 Anything a girl can do, a boy can do.

Pride can build a person’s self image and a person’s courage. Pride can come 
from an achievement or your identity. Pride is also the thing that brings to-
gether a small group of students to show teachers, peers and people in their 
community they aren’t afraid or ashamed to be who they are.

Now, Pride is also the name of a club formerly known as the Gay-Straight 
Alliance. The purpose of the group hasn’t changed, however, to increase acceptance 
for all.

“The thing about the club is, it’s not just a ‘gay club’” Pride vice-president JR 
Smith said. “It’s a club for all to be accepted.”

Smith would like Pride to be a place where everyone is welcome and can be 
themselves -- not defined by others.

“I want this club to be remembered by how loving or accepting it is when you 
walk in,” Smith said. “Everyone may not know everyone, but there is never any hate 
or judgement towards others in any way.”

People who have participated in meetings say they grew from attending.
“I have learned not to judge people from being a part of the club,” sophomore 

Endia Baylis said.
Junior Promise Phillips said the club helps people learn to define their own 

identity.
“I have learned to always be yourself and love yourself,” Phillips said.
Others feel the same way, according to club president Eddy Castro.
“We just really did have a positive outcome, and a lot of people enjoy coming 

to the club,” Castro said. “They liked the idea of having a GSA club here at school.”
Success for Castro will be, “Seeing the club succeed, so that the club can be a 

place where everyone come to and a safe and open environment where they can 
be who they are and without being afraid to do that.”

Smith has an even larger goal.
“I want this club to be something that will last for generations,” he said. “The 

club isn’t just some room to me, it’s like a sign that the world is changing. Sooner or 
later we will graduate and time will continue on. We all need a place to feel safe and 
accepted and to feel valid and loved.”

GENDER
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