For the doubters: Reading the paper far from stupid 

By Anna Mock
I have had quite a few people tell me that they do not bother to read the school newspaper. 

Just the other day when I mentioned something about the newspaper, one of my friends told me that they only read the newspaper for my columns, and the other said that they do not read the newspaper at all.

I will not name names but I have heard people call the school newspaper stupid before, and it bothers me greatly.

I guess I can understand where that notion is coming from reflecting on some of the articles we have published in the past, grammar mistakes and all (I am guilty) but one does not need to go and call the entire newspaper stupid.

First of all, none of us are professional writers. We are high school students, just like a good number of our readers. Be more realistic. 

Second of all, there are a lot of skills required to contribute and contribute well to the newspaper. There is interviewing, researching, graphic-making, editing, coming up with decent ideas, taking candid pictures of people (a challenge) and did I mention writing?

Writing is hard for many of us, even for me, despite the fact that people tell me that I am a good writer. I often struggle to write something that I deem good enough to go in the newspaper and to do so in a timely matter. 

Editing is also quite difficult. It is kind of like Tetris. The number of columns a piece of writing takes up and the length of the headlines are interlinked. Once one is changed the other one has to be changed as well, which makes everything that much harder. It is not like the newspaper pieces itself together any easier than that, despite my assumptions before actually taking the class. Silly me.

This class might just be something one has to take in order to understand the struggle of it.

Still, please do not fall into the misconception that newspaper is easy. Newspaper is a production art. We go through all of this pain just to entertain and inform our readers, but it does not really work when our readers do not take the time to be entertained and informed by it. I do not ask you to drop everything and worship the Palmetto Leaf but please at least try to appreciate what we go through. 

Not to read the paper would be stupid.

