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Home Modifications

Not all people begin life with disabilities, but most of us will need some kind of assistance as we experience the normal process of aging. Living at home within a community increases self-esteem, which can improve mental and physical health. Another reason to help people remain at home when they are having difficulties with mobility or communication is that the cost of living at home is generally far less expensive than in an institutional setting. There is almost unlimited potential for assistive technology to provide cost-effective ways to remain independent and productive at home. 

Many modifications are relatively inexpensive, “low tech,” and easy to install, while others are more complicated. Examples of home modifications include: widening the door so a person in a wheel chair could get through it, installing a hand-held shower, grab bars or a high toilet in the bathroom, putting lever handles on the doors, using rocker light switches, wrapping pipes to prevent accidental burns, or adding a ramp. Lifts or electronic aids for daily living are also home modifications.
Laws help ensure the accessibility of public buildings and affordable, accessible housing for people with disabilities. The National Affordable Housing Amendments of 1990 (P.L. 101-625) provide for subsidized housing programs for people with disabilities. The Fair Housing Amendments Act of 1988 (CFR Part 100) includes guidelines for accessible restroom facilities, parking, entryways, and addresses the rights of people who live in federally-subsidized housing. 

The National Association of Home Builders Directory of Accessible Building Products discusses building products and modified household appliances. The Home Builders Association in Columbia has specific information about South Carolina builders. The American Association of Retired Persons (AARP) publishes articles on housing and The Do-Able Renewable Home, which discusses appliances and modifications for convenience and safety. The Center for Universal Design is a national research, information and technical assistance center that evaluates, develops and promotes accessible and universal design in buildings. They offer many useful publications, including information about funding. 

Funding

Funding for home modifications is required by the Medicaid Act, Title I, Title VII, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Fair Housing Amendments of 1988. These laws provide a right to funding assistance for home modifications needed by people with disabilities. Private insurance companies may pay for home modifications. The Vocational Rehabilitation Department may pay for ramps and some home modifications for people who qualify for their services, if these modifications enable the person to become or stay employed. Medicaid’s Home and Community Based Waiver can fund a ramp and/or home modifications as part of an array of in-home services which enable people to live at home instead of a nursing facility. However, a person cannot be made eligible for this waiver, just to get a ramp. Contact the Department of Disabilities and Special Needs for more information about this waiver. The Department of Veterans Affairs will pay for ramps and home modifications to qualified veterans, described in VA Pamphlet 26-69-1, Questions and Answers on Specially Adapted Housing and Special Housing Adaptations for veterans.
The Easter Seals Society has independent living funds for things like bathroom modifications and auto adaptations, as well as ramps for people who qualify, based on available funding in a particular county. The Disability Action Center also helps with ramps and some home modifications to people who qualify for their services. Local building supply stores sometimes donate lumber for ramps to people who qualify through an agency like Easter Seals. The Bell South Telephone Pioneers may help build a ramp if someone else supplies materials. The SC Telecommunications Equipment Distribution Program (SC TEDP) provides equipment free to South Carolinians who have trouble accessing standard telephones because of a disability.  The South Carolina Assistive Technology Loan Program      through the SC Vocational Rehabilitation Department offers loan guarantees and interest rates subsidies to qualifying South Carolinians with disabilities, their families and authorized representatives to purchase assistive technology needed to become more independent and to enhance quality of life.
If you are having trouble with funding or have been denied funding, contact Protection and Advocacy for People with Disabilities or the Disability Action Center. 
Resources

SC Department of Disabilities and Special Needs (DDSN)
3440 Harden Street Ext

Columbia SC 29240

803-898-9600 Voice/TDD

www.state.sc.us/ddsn/
SC Vocational Rehabilitation
1410 Boston Avenue

Post Office Box 15

West Columbia, SC 29171

1-866-247-8354

www.scvrd.net

Easter Seals Society of SC 
3020 Farrow Road

Columbia, SC 29203

1-800-951-4090

www.easter-seals.org

The American Association of Retired Persons (AARP)

1-888-OUR-AARP (687-2277)
www.aarp.org

National Association of

Home Builders (NAHB)
1201 15th St., NW
Washington, DC 20005
1-800-368-5242
www.nahb.org

Home Builders Association
PO Box 725

Columbia, SC 29202-0725

(803) 256-6238

www.columbiabuilders.com

Disability Action Center
1115 Bellview St.
Columbia, SC 29201
(803) 779-5121

www.dacsc.org

US Department of Veterans Affairs

1801 Assembly Street

Columbia, SC 29201

1-800-827-1000
www. va.gov

Protection and Advocacy
for People with Disabilities
3710 Landmark Drive

Suite 208

Columbia, SC 29204

1-866-275-7273

www.protectionsandadvocacy-sc.org

Center for Universal Design
NC State University
College of Design
Campus Box 8613

Raleigh, NC 27695-8613

1-800-647-6777
www.design.ncsu.edu/cud
SC TEDP

101 Executive Center, 120
Saluda Building
Columbia, SC 29210
803-896-8337

1-877-225-8337 Voice

1-877-889-8337 TTY

www.scsdb.k12.sc.us

This fact sheet was developed by the South Carolina Assistive Technology Program (SCATP), made possible through the US Department of Education and the Rehabilitation Services Administration, grant #H224A070040.


South Carolina Assistive Technology Program


803-935-5263	toll-free: 800-915-4522     	fax: 803-935-5342 	     http://www.sc.edu/scatp


Upon request, SCATP can provide the information in this fact sheet in alternative formats.
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