Assistive Technology

Assistive technology is “any item, piece of equipment, or product system, whether acquired commercially, off the shelf, modified or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities.”  Assistive technology service is “any service that directly assists a child with a disability in the selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive technology device.”  With the 1997 reauthorization of IDEA (Individuals With Disabilities Act), the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) must “consider” assistive technology for each student.

Assistive Technology Consideration Wheels are available by request to anyone having not previously received one.  This is a simple tool that will help guide the IEP Team through the consideration process.

AT provides services the three (3) areas:

1. Student Evaluations

Evaluations should be requested when school staff has made unsuccessful efforts to implement an assistive technology intervention program or when IEP teams have exhausted all available resources and additional solutions are required in order for a special education student to receive FAPE.

The AT Team will make on-site visits to assist school personnel in identifying and obtaining AT devices and/or services.  The evaluation is an on-going process driven by student participation and access needs.  The AT Team will require input from parent and all personnel involved with the student.  Forms for Student Evaluations are found at:

www.aiken.k12.sc.us 
 Technology         Special Education Forms

2. Troubleshooting and Device Support

Requests for troubleshooting and device support should be made when you have assistive technology equipment that is working improperly or not working at all.  This may include, but not be limited to, computer technology, communication devices, and academic learning aids.  Requests for troubleshooting and support from the AT Team should be made only after efforts to resolve the problem have been made by consulting resources available to you within your school (i.e. other special education teacher, Ed. Tech., etc. . .)

Referrals for device technical support should contain the name(s) of the special equipment for which assistance is sought and a brief description of the problem and efforts to resolve.

3. Short-Term Loans

A Special Educator may borrow equipment on a trial basis for use with students.  A complete listing of the assistive technology solutions in the loan program will be available on request.  All equipment must be checked out, picked up and returned to the AT Center.  The school is responsible for lost or damaged equipment.

Software and/or hardware must be installed and uninstalled at the school by the assistive technology coordinator or educational technologist.

The AT Team may recall any borrowed device at any time.   IEP teams should NOT write a device on loan into a student’s IEP.  Data collected during the loan period may justify provision of the device for student use.      
