September 17, 2010

The Honorable Tom Harkin

Chairman

Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions
United States Senate

428 Senate Dirksen Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Harkin:

The undersigned organizations are writing to thank you for your support of medical simulation and
the introduction of S. 616, the “Enhancing SIMULATION (Safety In Medicine Utilizing Leading
Advanced Simulation Technologies to Improve Outcomes Now) Act of 2009.” We would like to take
this opportunity to urge you to consider moving this legislation forward in the process by holding a
hearing in the Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions on medical simulation before the
close of the 111t Congress.

As you know, the U.S. Department of Defense has long used medical simulation training for military
medical professionals. Despite the great benefits simulation presents to the general public and the U.S.
health care system, the uptake of this technology in the civilian health care community has taken time,
mainly due to the associated costs of rapidly evolving simulation technologies.

In the era of health care reform, now is the time to support and encourage the use of medical
simulation technologies. An estimated 44,000 to 98,000 Americans die each year because of medical
errors, costing the nation between $17 and $29 billion annually. Medical simulation education and
training provides health care professionals with the opportunity to practice complicated procedures
and scenarios without posing a risk to a patient’s health, thus reducing medical errors, saving lives,
and cutting health care costs.

The “Enhancing SIMULATION Act” would authorize the appropriation of funds for the further
expansion of medical simulation technology to the general public. The legislation authorizes $50
million additional funds for future years.

If passed, this would be the first bill to support the widespread expansion of medical simulation
technologies in the public sector. Thank you again for your support of this important issue and giving
medical simulation the federal investment it deserves.

Sincerely,
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Pittsburgh, PA

Providence Hospital Surgical & Procedural Skills Training Center, Providence Hospital & Medical
Centers
Southfield, MI



Robert Morris University Regional RISE Center
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