STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND PROGRAM ASSESSMENT THROUGH E-PORTFOLIOS
7th Ohio First Year Summit, Cincinnati, Ohio - October 16, 2009

Introduction

Thank you to those who came to our presentation in Cincinnati at the 7th Ohio First Year Summit October 16, 2009 and to those visiting the National Resource Center site to view the information if our presentation was missed.  

Below is the abstract of our presentation along with instructions to access the LiveText  Accreditation Management System™ we are using as our platform for e-portfolios.  You will be able to access the system with a visitor pass and go through the six sections of the presentation or select an individual section of your choice.  Sections include:
1.  Introduction and philosophy, 2.  System selection, 3.  Portfolio – reflection writing, 4.  Program Implementation, 5. Assessment Examples with rubrics and reports, 6.  Conclusion and Future Planning.
To access the presentation go to http://livetext.com.  In the Visitor login block on the menu at the right hand top of the page enter the code:  2A390ACD.  This will take you to a shared file titled FYE Summit Presentation.  Click on the title, FYE Summit Presentation and you will be able to go through the presentation.   If you have questions please contact Virginia.Westheider@uc.edu or George.Suckarieh@uc.edu.

Thank you for this opportunity to learn together.

 Abstract
This presentation will review e-portfolio theory and practice using various methods to encourage student engagement in the course content and their own learning.  Shared student work, syllabi and assignments will be used to show how evaluation using performance criteria to support learning objectives and outcomes can provide an assessment process for program continuous improvement.

This session presented by English composition faculty, engineering faculty and an assessment director will provide a review of e-Portfolio theory and practice and various ways in which e-Portfolios can be incorporated into programs through courses. Short interactive presentations on elements of e-Portfolio application and theory will give participants an opportunity to engage in discussions and “hands on” application of theory.

“What We Learned” will include background of the five year process introducing e-Portfolios into the curriculum of a degree program beginning with the introduction of the e-Portfolio students’ first year.  Presenters will show how this experiential learning process supports student engagement and integration of learning.  Student work that includes guided reflection assignments and formative learning examples will be shared.  Presenters will share insights gained into e-Portfolio development and the impact on student learning. 

Clear performance criteria used to evaluate the course learning outcomes will be shared and participants will have an opportunity to work on developing performance criteria and rubrics for measuring learning outcomes in their own courses.   Evaluation of learning outcomes at the course level will provide an example of how student formative learning demonstrated in the course e-Portfolios fits becomes an important part of the overall program assessment plan.
