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Top 10 Reasons College Students Leave/Drop-Out   

1.    Too much fun at the expense of classes and grades 
2.    A sense of not belonging; a sense of isolation, homesickness 
3.    Academically unprepared; burned-out on education 
4.    Financial constraints; low on funds 
5.    Personal family issues 
6.    Academic climate/fit 
7.    Choice of wrong major; major not offered 
8.    Lack of advising, guidance 
9.    Demands from part-time or full-time employment 
10.   Move to a different geographic location 

  
How is College Different From High School?
Pointers to Help Students Make the Transition to College
· Take control of your own education: think of yourself as a scholar. 

· Get to know your professors; they are your single greatest resource. 

· Be assertive. Create your own support systems, and seek help when you realize you may need it. 

· Take control of your time. Plan ahead to satisfy academic obligations and make room for everything else. 

· Stretch yourself:  enroll in at least one course that really challenges you. 

· Make thoughtful decisions:  don't take a course just to satisfy a requirement, and don't drop any course too quickly. 

· Think beyond the moment:  set goals for the semester, the year, your college career. 
Questions for Your Campus to Consider
1.  Is my campus accepting students who will enroll OR is my university accepting students who will graduate?  

2.  Has my campus created a supportive, actively engaged academic environment?  

3.  What has my campus done to create a community inside and outside the classroom?   

Options for Your Campus to Consider
1. Student learning communities

2. Faculty learning communities

3. Call center 

4. Follow-up surveys with students who drop out after first semester

5. Freshman Success Courses/First Year Seminar[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
