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First-year students’ needs

Previously, a ‘remedial’ approach to the development of study skills was taken in UK universities; ‘at-risk’ students were sent for training outside the department. An inclusive approach is required now, because of
· Widening participation

· Changes in secondary system

(Most students need support to study effectively
( Empowerment versus deficit model

Current provision

1) Embedded or ‘built-in’ model; study skills are integrated into the curriculum and developed through the subject teaching
· includes all students – empowerment model

· skills development based on subject content and knowledge
· skills developed progressively from lower to higher levels
· difficult to implement; institution-wide consensus and commitment of all staff needed
2) Stand-alone or ‘bolt-on’ model; study skills are offered in extra-curricular, generic courses
· often not attended by the students who need them most; 
· not recognised as relevant by students;

· skills divorced from subject and process of learning

· follows deficit model
A holistic model of developing study skills

Skills priorities at King’s College London, as established in discussions with 85 academic staff 
1) Academic writing

2) Independent learning skills, ‘preparedness’ for HE study

3) Note-taking

4) Working with others

5) Presentation 

Principles of holistic approach:
( Combination of four methods 
( Includes all students 
( Subject-specific texts and materials

( Skills developed progressively over one year

Methods

1) Online pre-induction course

2) Induction course

3) Blended learning

4) Personal tutoring

Timeframe for the holistic model
Skills development in Year 1

	Time
	Method
	Skills
	Who?

	August
	Pre-induction course
	Independent learning

Academic writing

Note taking
	Online materials

	September
	Induction course
	Independent learning 

Information management 

Academic writing Presentation


	Several course tutors, library staff

	September  - June
	Blended learning
	Academic writing

Note taking

Presentation


	Course tutors

Online materials

	September – June
	Using the personal tutor system to enhance skills
	Independent learning:

· time and task management

· reflection and self-awareness 

· planning, monitoring and evaluating own learning
	Personal tutor


Present development:

· Developing skills components for pre-induction course; to be piloted in November/December 2005

· Training for course tutors and personal tutors on holistic model
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