
Washburn Writers Program 

tc \l1 "
Washburn Writers Program  
www.washburn.edu/wwp
tc \l1 "
February 2005


Washburn University, Topeka, Kansas 66621  (785) 231-1010 Ext. 1441


Co-Directors:

Ann Callies, Center for Learning and Student Success


Margy Stewart, Department of English


Current Washburn Writers: 


Kandis Barker, Dianne Graves, and Lisa Hase 


Program Description
The Washburn Writers Program is currently in its second year of operation. When it began, we sought to build a writing fellows program at our university, but we envisioned going beyond the traditional curriculum-based component of most programs. Writing fellows programs elsewhere involve the creation of a staff of advanced student writers, who are then assigned to work with specific courses. Our goal was to create a community of writing on campus by integrating an extracurricular component into our mission. Our curricular focus is on the Freshman Composition program, while our extracurricular focus extends beyond the classroom to other venues.  Our writing fellows (called "Washburn Writers") do make presentations in Freshman Composition classes, but they also facilitate writing circles, organize open mic nights, and sponsor "Writing Celebration Weeks," during which they lead creativity and revision workshops.   The Freshman Composition staff works closely with the Washburn Writers Program, often providing extra credit and coordinating assignments with Washburn Writers' activities.  At Washburn, we hope to make the improvement of writing and the exploration of ideas a part of the campus culture. We believe the connections made between students, our Washburn Writers, and staff could foster a sense of community and enhance the learning experience for all involved. 

Most recently, our Washburn Writers have launched an effort to "poeticize the campus."  In collaboration with the Freshman Composition staff, who stress concrete detail in their classes, the Washburn Writers take groups of freshmen to different locations on campus and invite them to write about those spots.   Much of the display that you see here is the result of that campaign.  

Sample "Poeticizing" Exercise
Help us "poeticize" the Washburn campus!  Match the following places (lefthand column) with writing activities (righthand column).   Go to the places listed, and perform the selected writing activity there.  Choose a different writing activity for each place.

	         Places 

The Mulvane Art Gallery

Any outdoor spot

The cafeteria

The bookstore

Carnegie Hall

Any residence hall

Memorial Union

Bennett Hall

Stoffer Hall

Morgan Hall

Mabee Library

International House

Yager Stadium
	
	      Writing Activities
Describe using vivid concrete details

Write about a memory triggered by this location

Write a dream sequence using aspects of this location

Record a conversation overheard in this location

Write about something imaginary occurring in this location

Write a haiku about this location.

Come up with five metaphors for any aspect of this location

Imagine that this location is an Earthling exhibit in a zoo on another planet.  Then write comments in the voice of visitors to this exhibit.

Write a limerick about this place.  

Write a free verse poem about this place. 

Draw a quick contour drawing without looking at your paper; look at the place you’re drawing and just move your hand. Write a caption/poem within or on the drawing.


Student Evaluation Statistical Information: Writing Celebration Week  Spring 2004

Using a Likert Scale, with 1 equaling “Strongly Disagree” and 5 equaling “Strongly Agree,” the following information was obtained:

#1 This workshop has increased my interest in writing.

Grand Mean: 3.65

#2 This workshop has encouraged me to be a better writer.

Grand Mean: 3.76

#3 This workshop struck a good balance between presentation and time for me to write.

Grand Mean: 4.00

Total evaluations submitted: 89

Comments:

#4 Name one or two things you have learned from this workshop you found to be helpful to your writing:

· How to analyze my writing

Just open up & write freely


To be more specific


Revise


To be able to think & then free write it


To be more creative when writing (2)


Write words for no reason


You can add or take away things that don’t affect the story too much


The importance of revision (2)


Be creative / use good word choice


Revise after I write


Things to help start a story


Using word banks


Using personal interests


Creating a paper can be done easily if done correctly


Brainstorming creativity


Verb/noun word bank


How to come up with ideas


How to make simple writing good writing


Revision of drafts


Group activity writing


Journal should be kept for future records


Brainstorming (2)


Creative writing process (2)


Writing from object’s point of view


Write down every thought


Learning how to write


How to start a paper


How to get out of my writer’s block


Style of writing


Writing down thoughts to put together later


Help me do revisions


Concentrate on grammar


Things you should put in your writing


Don’t use contractions  

Don’t write “was” (3)


Don’t use clichés (3)


Revision & POV


Improving by using dictionary


Wait between writing & revising


Helped me write dialogue & do revisions


Concentrate on grammar & keep a journal


Don’t wait until the last minute


How to be more creative


There are different styles & ways of writing


Do a description of the topic you are doing


Watch point of view & technical parts of writing


Begin early on your paper to allow more time for revision


Start paper with a catchy verb or noun


There is more than one way to say something


Writing can be fun


How to share with fellow classmates


Write creatively first, punctuate/revise later (2)


Free writing


Relax


90% of our brain is not used – we should access that


Revising & reading it through a few times


Description


No loose ends


Write more


Use 5 minute stories to get started


Plot & setting


Just start writing


I am a visual person


Sometimes it’s helpful to write quick stories to get over writer’s block


Where ideas come from/what inspires writing


There are no experts


Be creative & write what you think


Difference is a big part of creative writing
