March 15, 2006
Dear Faculty Colleagues,

The Faculty Welfare Committee is investigating issues related to faculty retention and recruitment, particularly the issue of tuition remission for dependent children. In order to focus our efforts appropriately in this area, we are seeking the opinions and experiences of faculty members, and would appreciate it if you would assist us by completing the enclosed questionnaire. 

All responses to this survey will be kept confidential. The information from this survey will be used in developing strategies to improve faculty recruitment and retention. The Committee would appreciate it if you would complete and return this questionnaire in the envelope provided by March 31. 

If you have any questions about this survey, please don't hesitate to contact me at 777-4881 to leave a message or by e-mail at warehime@sc.edu.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely, 

The Faculty Welfare Committee

Marja Warehime, Languages, Literatures and Cultures, Chair

Beth Bilderback, Libraries

Joan Donohue, the Moore School of Business

Brant Hellwig, the College of Law

Don Jordan, Center for Science Education

Timothy Mousseau, Biological Sciences

Darris Hassell, Regional Campus Representative, USC Lancaster

Joel Samuels, the College of Law

FACULTY WELFARE COMMITTEE

Faculty Retention and Recruitment Survey

Please answer the following questions by filling in the information or circling the number that best represents your opinion. If a question does not apply to you, or if you have no opinion about the issue, just skip the question.

  1.  What do you consider to be the most important issues in faculty recruitment and

        retention?

      _________________________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________

  2.  There are a number of University-related issues facing USC faculty today. One of 

       these is the issue of tuition waivers or financial aid for children of faculty members. 

       How important is the issue of tuition waivers or financial aid to you?


1.  One of the most important issues facing the faculty



2.  A very important issue



3.  A somewhat important issue



4.  A not too important issue



5.  A not at all important issue

  3.  Do you have any children?


1.  YES ( Continue with Q.4



2.  NO  ( Go To Q.21

  4.  Have any of your children completed their undergraduate college education? 


1.  YES ( Continue with Q.5



2.  NO  ( Go To Q.9

  5.  Of your children who have completed their undergraduate college education,

       did all of them, some of them or none of them attend the University of South

       Carolina?


1.  All attended USC 


2.  Some attended USC



3.  None attended USC( Go to Q.8
  6.  Did your child who most recently completed his or her undergraduate education at 

       USC hold a LIFE scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship for four years, three years, two 

       years, one year, or not at all, or were LIFE scholarships or Palmetto Fellowships not 

       available when they attended?



1.  Four years


2.  Three years



3.  Two years



4.  One year



5.  Did not have a LIFE scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship



6.  LIFE scholarships or Palmetto Fellowships not available when child 

     attended USC ( Go to Q.9

7.  How important was the availability of the LIFE scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship in 

      this child's choice of where to attend college?


1.  Extremely important
( Go to Q.9


2.  Very important         
( Go to Q.9


3.  Somewhat important
( Go to Q.9

4.  Not too important    
( Go to Q.9


5.  Not at all important 
( Go to Q.9
8.  How likely would your child(ren) have been to attend USC if some form of financial 

     aid beyond the LIFE scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship had been available?


1.  Definitely would have attended USC



2.  Much more likely



3.  Somewhat more likely


4.  Would not have made a difference in attending USC

  9.  Are any of your children currently enrolled in college pursuing an undergraduate 

       degree?



1.  YES ( Continue with Q.10



2.  NO  ( Go To Q. 17

10.  Of your children who are currently pursuing their undergraduate degree, are all of 

        them, some of them, or none of them attending the University of South Carolina?


1.  All attend USC 


2.  Some attend USC



3.  None attend USC( Go to Q.15
11.  Of your children who are currently USC undergraduates, have they had a LIFE

        scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship for all the years they have attended, some of the 

        years, or none of the years they have attended?

1.  Have had LIFE scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship all of the years 

     attended


2.  Some of the years



3.  None of the years ( Go to Q.13

 12.  For your child(ren) that is/are currently attending USC as an undergraduate(s), how 

        important was the availability of the LIFE scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship in the 

        choice of where to attend college? 


1.  Extremely important 



2.  Very important         


3.  Somewhat important



4.  Not too important    



5.  Not at all important 

13.  Have you been able to obtain any other forms of financial aid to defray the college 

       costs for your child(ren) who is/are currently attending USC as an undergraduate?


1.  YES



2.  NO

14.  Does the financial aid that this child/these children currently receive provide for:

1. Full tuition plus housing, books and meals
( Go to Q.17
2. Full tuition only                                       
( Go to Q.17
3. Half tuition only                                     
( Go to Q.17
4. About $500 per semester                         
( Go to Q.17
5. $250 or less per semester                        
( Go to Q.17
6. Other ____________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________( Go to Q.17

15.  How much consideration did your child(ren) who are currently undergraduates at 

      another institution give to attending USC?


1.  USC was among the final choices



2.  USC was given serious consideration, but was not among the final 

     choices


3.  USC was given some consideration



4.  Attending USC was never seriously considered

16.  If some form of financial aid beyond the LIFE scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship 

       would have been available, it would have:


1.  Greatly increased the likelihood that your child(ren) would have 

      attended USC


2.  Somewhat increased the likelihood that your child(ren) would have 

      attended USC


3.  Made no difference in whether or nor your child(ren) attended USC

17.  Do you have any children who have not yet completed high school? 



1.  YES ( Continue with Q.18



2.  NO  ( Go To Q. 21

18.  In considering college possibilities for your pre-college age children, how much

       consideration is being given to attending USC?


1.  Will definitely attend USC



2.  USC given strong consideration; will likely attend


3.  USC given some consideration; may attend                ( Go to Q.20


4.  USC given little consideration; likely will not attend ( Go to Q.20


5.  Will not attend USC                                                    ( Go to Q.20

19.  How important is the availability of the LIFE scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship in 

        the choice of where your children will attend college?


1.  Extremely important ( Go to Q.21


2.  Very important         ( Go to Q.21


3.  Somewhat important( Go to Q.21

4.  Not too important    ( Go to Q.21


5.  Not at all important ( Go to Q.21
20.  If some form of financial aid beyond the LIFE scholarship or Palmetto Fellowship 

       were available, what effect do you think this would have on the likelihood that your 

       child(ren) would attend USC:


1.  It would greatly increase the likelihood that your child(ren) would 

     attend USC

 

2.  It would somewhat increase the likelihood that your child(ren) would 

 

     attend USC 


3.  It would make no difference in whether or nor your child(ren) would 

     attend USC

21.  If USC offered tuition remission for faculty dependent children would you be more 

       likely to remain at USC or would this not make a difference to you? 


1.  Tuition remission would make it more likely for me to remain at USC



2.  Would not make a difference

22.  In your experience with recruitment, how frequently do prospective faculty inquire

       about the existence of tuition waivers? 


1.  Almost all prospective faculty inquire



2.  Most inquire



3.  Some inquire


4.  None inquire

23.  Do you know of any prospective faculty for whom the availability of tuition waivers 

       was a factor in their decision to choose another institution over USC? 



1.  YES


2.  NO

24.  How valuable do you feel tuition waivers for dependent children is as a recruitment 

        incentive? 



1.  Extremely valuable



2.  Very valuable


3.  Somewhat valuable



4.  Not too valuable



5.  Not at all valuable 

25.  Please provide any other comments you would like to make concerning faculty 

       recruitment and retention. 

      _________________________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________________

Thank you for your participation in this survey. Please return the completed questionnaire in the envelope provided.

