	
Volleyball Team aims for 8 and 0 to reclaim title

By Katie Bridgeman
	
	“Practice, practice, practice, running, and then more practice is what it takes to prepare for our games,” said Tanae Copeland, senior. 
	With a 5 and 0 winning streak so far this year, the volleyball team has high goals for themselves. As they work toward their goal of being all region champs again this year, the magic number is 8. 
With 8 matches to win and a strong team this year, the team has after-school practice every day along with out-of-school team bonding activities. Although there are returning players, the percentage of new teammates is just as heavy. 
	“We had six girls that returned and have 6 new girls,” said Coach Jennifer Allen. “It feels really good (to be undefeated) and the girls have worked hard together as a team. Our main goal for this year is to be 8 and 0 in region.”
	Just as the team must be sturdy in their athletic ability, they must have bonds of amity with one another. The girls have drawn very valuble close friendships.
	“When we are on the court we put all differences and things bothering us aside,” said Tanae. “Since it is my senior year, I will be sad and will miss the game itself, my teammates, and most importantly my ‘Momma Allen’.”
	“Volleyball helps me manage everything in and outside of school and stay in shape. We work hard and we work together,” said Christi Fowler, junior. 
	Two of this year’s players, Tanae Copeland and Racheli Gist, will not be returning next year. 
	“The seniors leaving is sad because those two girls are like sisters to me and will not be there next year,” Brock said.
	Of their success thus far, the team as a whole is pleased but knows that they cannot let their guard down. Last year’s success has taught the returning players this.
	“It feels great (to win). It’s an accomplishment that we have all worked hard for,” Fowler said.
 	As the team looks ahead to a successful season, they hope to maintain their title for years to come. The Chapman Volleyball Team represents the school on a positive note with a strong team capable of going all the way. The desire to maintain a title mixed with confidence that they gain during practice combines to form a recipe for success. +
	“It’s a great feeling to come into the game as region champs from last year. Everyone is gunning to beat us but we haven’t been beaten. It is good because you are on top of everyone and you have to work much harder than the other teams to keep that title,” Brock said.

