LDHS students experience the ups and downs of racing

By Amanda Grant

Football, baseball and basketball: All are popular sports most high school boys are involved in. However, juniors Kyle Golding and Taylor Stoddard enjoy competing in a different kind of team sport. They race four wheelers for an organization known as Grand National Cross Country Racing (GNCC). GNCC is an outdoor racing event for dirt bikes and four wheelers, consisting of 10-15 mile long tracks, including about 300-400 competitors. Each season has 13 races that cover most of the East Coast, ranging as far north as New York and as far south as Florida.

Golding first started riding four wheelers when he was eight years old. When Golding was about 10, his dad started competing in GNCC. Two years later, Golding began racing as well.

“I was nervous in my first race and didn’t really know what to expect,” Golding said.

Stoddard, on the other hand, did not start racing at a very young age like Golding. When he and Golding became close friends in ninth grade, Stoddard was introduced to GNCC when he went to one of Golding’s races. Stoddard competed in his first race when he was 15, and he became a part of the GNCC family as well.

“I was nervous at first, but now I have a lot more support and experience, and with that, I know what to expect,” Stoddard said.

Soon Golding and Stoddard began racing in most of the races during the season, staying the whole weekend, and competing against all of the other riders in a race for the finish.

“Racing is a great adrenaline rush, and I love how it tests my endurance. There’s nothing really like the fact of being on a four wheeler, it’s amazing,” Golding said.

With the adrenaline rush that comes with racing four wheelers, there are also some dangerous risks as well. There is always a chance of riders wrecking and getting seriously injured, but with the experience Golding and Stoddard have, they are very cautious about making the right decisions on the track to avoid injury.

Golding and Stoddard stay in shape and ready for the upcoming races by practicing and testing their endurance each weekend at Stoddard’s house, where he has his own race track.

“I really enjoy traveling to all the races, seeing new places, meeting new people along the way and just spending time with my friends and family during the weekend,” Golding said.

Annually, the cost of all the races is about $13,000, for both riders and their expenses.

Sponsored by KYMCO, a company that makes ATVs, side-by-sides, motorcycles and scooters, both Golding and Stoddard are provided with parts to repair their four wheelers after each race. Rebuilding worn out parts on the four wheelers usually consists of replacing numerous bushings on the ATV, re-greasing joints, changing oil, as well as tires and any other broken parts.

After about four years of racing, Golding has gone on to recieve an award for finishing third in has class for last year’s season. Golding still continues to ride and race four wheelers in GNCC. 

“Racing in GNCC became something I really loved and enjoyed, and I continued racing more, and now I am where I’m at today,” Golding said.

Stoddard, now more familiar and experienced with GNCC, has competed in many races throughout the season.

“Not many people could actually compete in and finish a race, and I definitely enjoy the exhilaration racing gives me and also pushing myself to succeed in every one of my races,” Stoddard said.

Golding and Stoddard will continue preparing for the upcoming season, and both will continue to strive to win.

