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By CJ Robinson
		The Cardinals hopes of having an undefeated season ended against undefeated Liberty, dropping a heartbreaker 27-24. Some people might see it as a disappointment, but in many ways it can be looked at as a positive for the team especially as they start region play this week.
	“It was not a good feeling to lose in front of our home fans but the loss definitely has some positives out of it. We no longer have a monkey on our back of trying to go undefeated. Staying undefeated brings a lot of pressure and it can affect the way we play. Now that we have a loss out the way, we can play more loose and stay focused on winning the Region Championship,” senior Kaleb Kuykendall said.
	The Cardinals had an opportunity to beat the Red Devils late in the game. With a little over a minute left in the game, the offense took over on their own 2-yard line after the defense came up with a big fourth down stop. They offense knew it would be a tough task traveling 98 yards with no timeouts left. The challenge got a lot easier on the first play of the drive when Brandon Cannon connected with Peyton McCarter on a 42-yard completion. After a completion from Cannon to Jacob Lindsey and a spike to stop the clock, the Cardinals offense came to the line with 14 seconds left. When the ball was snapped, Cannon dropped back and threw a bullet to the right side of the field that was intercepted by Red Devil defender, Brandon Alexander.
	“When we got the ball back on the last drive I was trying to stay calm and put us in the best situations. I tried not to overdo it and take one play at a time. I thought we had a good chance after I connected with Peyton and Jacob to get us down the field and stop the clock. On that last play when I threw the interception, it was a miscommunication, which is a common mistake that can happen at any time in the game. It was a tough loss but we have to keep our heads held high,” Cannon said.
	The defense had no answer for the Red Devils Wing-T offense. The two main things that type of offense does is cause confusion for the defense and control the clock, which the Red Devils did very well. They were also able to showcase their speed with all four of their touchdowns over 20 yards. The Landrum offense also scored four touchdowns but was unable to come up with any extra points. Cannon threw two touchdowns, one to McCarter and one to Lindsey. He ran for one himself and the other touchdown came from running back Cole McDowell. 
	The Cardinals open region play on the road Friday, September 23 against the Whitmire Wildcats. They will be heavy favorites against the Wildcats but they know they have to stay focused through the five game region stretch. 
	“We know many people look ahead to the last game of the season to be the Region Championship showdown at Christ Church but we have to take it one game at a time because we know Whitmire, St. Josephs, Southside Christian and Blacksburg are not pushovers. We still have not showed everybody how good we really are but hopefully we can showcase our talent to its full potential through the region games,” McDowell said.  

